
Semiahmoo Resort Association Annual Meeting Minutes for October 24, 2015 1

SEMIAHMOO RESORT ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

Saturday, October 24, 2015 - 11:00 am
Semiahmoo Resort, Blakely & Cypress Ballrooms
9565 Semiahmoo Parkway, Blaine, Washington

Call to Order – Paul Atchison, Semiahmoo Resort Association (SRA) President, called the
meeting to order at 11:00 am.

Confirmation of Quorum – Executive Director Debbie Smith confirmed that there was a
quorum. Of the total number of Assessable Units (2,819), 2,019 or 72% were received.
Therefore, the Quorum requirement of 34% was met.

Protocol – President Atchison explained that the meeting protocol will begin with the
announcement of the vote results immediately, and he invited Secretary John Binns Jr. to the
podium.

Voting Results – Secretary Binns announced that Debbie would announce the financial results.
There were 2,819 possible votes from the community. Two-thirds of those votes – 1,880,
needed to be affirmative votes in order to pass the proposed Covenants, Conditions &
Restrictions (CC&R) amendment.  While he was in the lobby this morning, the last count
showed 1,880, so the CC&R amendment passed.

The Budget and Restricted Reserve expenditures passed by 71% of the vote.

Mrs. Atchison was not in attendance due to the acquisition and training of a new dog.  Paul was
appointed as President and it has been a very enjoyable experience because of the people. Kudos
to all of the board members and to Mark Andrew.

Introductions – The following people were introduced:
i. 2015 SRA Board of Directors: Paul Atchison, President; Don Hardy, Vice

President; John Binns Jr., Secretary; Arthur "Buzz" Abercrombie, Treasurer; Joan
Standridge (absent), Assistant Treasurer; Christy Callender, Whatcom County
Liaison/Blaine & Birch Bay Parks & Recreation Liaison; Kurt Haggman, City of
Blaine Liaison/Maintenance; John Gaff, Blaine Public Works Liaison/Maintenance;
Mark Theaman, ASC Liaison; Mark Andrew, General Manager, Semiahmoo Resort,
Golf, & Spa.

ii. 2015 Architectural Standards Committee: John Hamilton; Del Hodgins; Rick
Ionita (absent); Ken Johns; Kathy Parks (absent); Debbie Smith, Non-Voting Meeting
Chair.

iii. 2015 Election Committee: David Steward, Chairperson; Ms. Wally Greenough
(absent); Bryan Johnson.
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iv. Garden Consultants: Sue Atchison, Linda Bergquist (absent), Ms. Wally Greenough
(absent), Tom Whitney.

v. SRA Staff: Debbie Smith, Executive Director; Rob Bloch, Construction Compliance
Consultant (absent); Sandy Bonnickson, ASC Administrator (absent); Rob Bradley,
Maintenance Assistant; Justin Cleere, Maintenance Foreman; Lori Thorne,
Administrative Assistant.

vi. Guests: Michael Jones, Blaine Community Development Director; Ravyn
Whitewolf, Blaine Director of Public Works; Jim Lentine and Bill Crocker, DBW
Properties LLC. The guest presentations this year consisted of answering questions
from the audience.

1) President’s Report
Board of Directors Key Accomplishments
 The 2015 SRA key achievements were to remain fiscally conservative, with the 2015

forecast under budget and reserve spending to be lower.  There will be no increase in
annual dues.

 We continue to have good ongoing communication and working relationships with City
of Blaine staff.

 The Drayton Cove detention pond maintenance was successfully completed under
budget.

 We’ve met with DBW Enterprises representatives regarding Semiahmoo Shore.
 A resolution was devised for alternative siding materials.
 There was a major office telephone system upgrade.
 In July, we held a community meeting to address residential neighborhood security and to

discuss a block watch program. This was one of the most highly attended meetings
we’ve ever had in our history.

 We have sent a request to the City of Blaine to ban fireworks on the Spit.
 The ASC has achieved success with increased focus on maintenance of undeveloped lot

issues.
 Eight pet stations were purchased for placement throughout the community.
 We provided our community with City Council/Planning Commission meeting

information, and we continue to strive for open communication lines with the newsletter
and SRA Email News.  A newsletter was recently emailed; if you didn’t receive via
email, please ensure the office has your email address.

Development Update - Marin
 Buildings A and B are completed; all units are under private ownership.  The new owner

of Building C is proposing 18-19 units.

Development Update - Carnoustie
 There are 18 lots and 3 tracts platted as 8 lots. These parcels are all privately owned. The

platted plans and CC&Rs have been approved.
 Conceptual plan for multi-family development has been withdrawn.
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Semiahmoo Master Plan (SMP)
 DBW Enterprises owns Seagrass, Semiahmoo Shore, the tip of the “Spit”, the warehouse

behind the water tower, and the marina expansion.
 The undeveloped property on the spit is subject to basically the permit, which allows the

various areas to be a mix of commercial, park, recreation, and residential.
 The final plat has been recorded for Seagrass.

This concluded the President’s Report.

2) Executive Director’s Report (Refer to Appendix I on page 18)
Executive Director Smith asked for a show of hands of those present for their first meeting.  She
welcomed all newcomers to the community. The SRA has welcomed 46 new members over the
past year. The presentation reflects only neighborhoods where we’ve had sales; it does not
represent all neighborhoods.

As of yesterday, we currently have three (3) properties in escrow: Boundary Ridge, Drayton
Cove, and St. Andrews Green; we look forward to welcoming those new members as well.

SRA Staff Members / Maintenance Update
During a meeting a while ago with David Wilbrecht, Blaine City Manager, he made the
comment that running the SRA is basically like running a small city. To showcase the heart of
how this happens, these are the staff members:

Rob Bloch, Construction Compliance Consultant to the Association, has been with us for the
past 16 years. Rob works closely with the ASC, works part-time, typically Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and he does attend the ASC meetings on Fridays. If you have questions about
impervious coverage and the setbacks thereon, he’s the guy to call.

Sandy Bonnickson, Architectural Standards Committee Administrator, joined the SRA in
2008 and has been a valuable team member. She does a fantastic job of keeping everything
organized for the Architectural Standards Committee.  She’s very helpful if you need any
questions answered. She works Monday through Friday.

Justin Cleere, Maintenance Foreman, is the heart, soul, and wizard of maintenance.  Justin
joined the team in 2009 and moved to the Foreman position in 2014. He has done an amazing job
of balancing the needs and wants of the community. Without him, it’s hard to say where we
would be.

Rob Bradley, Maintenance Assistant, joined us in June 2014. He is an energetic and hard
working individual; he is Justin’s right hand.

The SRA is seeking a third Maintenance Assistant, so at this point in time; it has been Justin
and Rob who are making all of the magic happen in the neighborhoods.

Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant, joined us about three (3) months ago.  Lori is doing a
great job so far, and she was instrumental in tallying the proxy votes for the election this year.
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Maintenance Accomplishments
 Key accomplishments include:

• The application of 15 yards of new gravel installed on the paths at several different
locations.

• Rebuilt entry sign and replacement of three (3) gate posts at Beachwalker Villas
• Application of 35 yards of beauty bark on various flowerbeds and circles throughout

the community.
• Installation of five (5) new gate posts in Boundary Ridge which concludes the

replacement of the posts in that area.
• Many maintenance hours for the two (2) bioswales located in the Drayton Hillside

neighborhoods.
• A large amount of circle island work, including the removal of (three) 3 trees and all

ground cover on the Royal Troon circle.
• Removal of potentially dangerous limbs in the Drayton Cove greenbelt.
• Maintenance of the drainage ditch in the Drayton Cove recreational easement.
• Full dredging of the Drayton Cove detention pond to remove algae and sediment,

which was completed under budget.
• New gate and gate assembly at Drayton Hillside gate 1.
• Rebuilt the Gleneagle Villas entry gate sign.
• Installation of irrigation at Aerie, Beachwalker Villas, and Drayton Hillside gate 3

entry flowerbeds.
• New soil added to all planting areas.
• Extensive painting done on the different posts, signs, and gates throughout the

community.
• Purchase and use of 2012 truck and trailer.
• Large "spruce-up" in Rex Park, which included extensive trimming and pruning;

purchase and installation of new fountain.
• Rejuvenation of Syre Park with extensive pruning, trimming, application of wood

conditioner and sanding of tables and benches, and replacement of playground border
and sand re-grading in playground.

• Replacement of 3 gate posts in Turnberry Wood.

2016 Outlook
 Bioswales and recreational easement will continue to be monitored and maintained.
 Irrigation repair will continue along with installation at the entrances that do not currently

have it.  This is an ongoing, phased project.
 Signage repairs continue throughout the community.
 Continue to replace gate posts throughout the community. There is currently a shortage

of posts, they have been on back order since December, and any unsightly posts will be
replaced when the supply catches up to our demand.

 Fountain replacement.
 Outlining playground at Rex Park.
 Ongoing pruning in the community.
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Community Event
Continuing the tradition that started in 1997, there will be a caroling event here at the Resort on
December 13.  This is a very fun event for all ages.  Dana Cohenour will be organizing the event
this year, taking over the reins from Steve and Mary Helen Windell.  We thank the Windell's for
their participation in years past. There is a flyer available with more details.

Communication
Executive Director Smith emphasized that the staff is here to help. Don’t hesitate to call. Please
call or send us an email; we will get back to you. SRA staff contact information can always be
found in the newsletter or on the website (www.semiahmooresortassociation.com).

The new dues processing, which our Treasurer will also be discussing, is that we will send
invoices for assessments via email for those members whose email addresses we possess.  This
helps with postage costs and makes things more efficient. The email subject will be “SRA
Invoicing of Dues”; this is not spam.  Included with your invoice will be the gate code change.

We encourage the membership to attend board meetings; the schedule is on the website.  We
hope you enjoy the new format for the newsletter; we are including more content and color
photographs.

We are located at the fire station, Station 62, and the address is 9001 Semiahmoo Parkway. Stop
by to say “Hi” if you’re out walking about.

The gate code changes the third week of January and the third week of July. The code does not
change at the first of those months due to the holidays that occur during that time and also to
prevent any confusion in the event members are expecting guests.

The gate transmitters work at all of the gates.  In the event you’re changing the transmitter
battery and you inadvertently hit one of the switches, it won’t work.  Please call Lori or me if
you are having transmitter issues, and we can walk you through the proper combination.

We remind you that the Blaine Police Department would like you all to have your address on
both sides of your mailbox so that it’s very visible in the event they need to respond to an
emergency.

Executive Director Smith displayed a list of the SRA past Presidents; she said Bill Dolph is still
a member of the community and was her first property member boss.  She requested a show of
hands from anyone in the audience who has served as a member of the Board, the ASC, the
Election Committee, or as a Garden Consultant and several people raised their hand.  She
thanked those people and said that this is a good indication of the dedication of the community
volunteers to ensure the success of Semiahmoo.  Without these volunteers, the SRA would not
function.

The SRA is fortunate to have a multi-talented group of board members, and she feels honored to
be able to work with them and to have learned from the past Presidents.  She expressed gratitude
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to Paul for his endless dedication to the SRA for the past eight (8) years and presented him with
an award for his service for the past two years.

This concluded the Executive Director's report.

Treasurer’s Report (Refer to Appendix II on Pages 20-22)
Treasurer Abercrombie greeted the group and mentioned he has been the Treasurer for the past
year.  We are not asking for any changes in the assessment level.  Our revenues will remain
level. There are some slight changes due to the number and the timing of new construction
projects. Expenses are up as we will be filling unintended Maintenance vacancies and there are
some wage increases to remain competitive in the area.

2015 expenses were lower than budgeted, so there was some money that was saved that will be
used in 2016; over the two years, we will be even, with the same balances in place that we had at
the end of 2014.

Total Revenues: Some perspective is good to have when it comes to the annual assessment
(operations and reserves). In looking at 2010-2016, there were increases in 2012 and 2015, but
none in the other years. We’ve had a compound annual growth rate in assessments of 1.2%, a
very modest number. As we delve into the 2016 numbers, our revenue is mostly flat; almost all
of the revenue comes from assessments. This money is undesignated funds, which means there is
no predetermined use other than the use for the SRA operations.

The next category consists of reserves.  These assessments go into a restricted fund, which can
only be used for capital expenditures and other major repairs – these only after specific approval
by the membership.

The ASC collects fees on new construction; this amount varies due to the amount of new
construction that may occur. Other revenue categories are quite small.

Total Expenses: Most of our costs are people-related, a large part attributed to Maintenance
costs, followed by the cost of Office Operations, which would be rent for the fire station and the
maintenance facility on Shintaffer Road.  Professional Services costs will be higher than usual
due to the need for a full financial audit and a full reserve study.

Undesignated Operating Fund (Working Capital) is our operating revenue less expenses.
The balance would either go into or come out of this fund.  The plan is to have a small draw-
down of the fund in 2016 and wind up roughly in the same balance as the end of 2014.
Regardless, there is a healthy balance in this fund and are in a good position should unforeseen
circumstances occur.

Restricted Reserves consists of two areas: Capital and Major Repairs Fund and the Future
Facilities Fund. The Facilities Fund is a savings account for the future purchase of a facility for
either maintenance or offices or possibly both. Current situation is fine but rented. If leases are
not extended when needed, we would need to find new space.  At the end of each year, the Board
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evaluates if the SRA is in a position to make a fund contribution. For the past several years, there
has been a consistent annual contribution of $7,500, which should continue for 2015.

Treasurer Abercrombie cautioned that the numbers used in his presentation are a forecast, only
through three-fourths of the year.  The numbers will somewhat change before they become
“actual”.

There was some unusual movement in and out of the Restricted Fund for Capital Expenditure
and Repairs.  At this time last year, the membership approved a budget which contained $71,000.
This would have resulted in a drawn down of $24,000 out of the fund.  Almost two-thirds of that
amount was for rehabilitation of the storm water detention pond at Drayton Cove. Thanks to the
persistence of our Maintenance Committee and our Maintenance Foreman, the job came in at
about half of its original cost. Initially we thought the cost would be capital; upon further review,
it was determined to be an expense. The entire expenditure was accommodated out of the
Undesignated Fund and not drawn down out of Capital Reserves. The result was putting back in
$11,000.

For 2016, there are no large expenditures identified yet.  Prior to the budget, we go over all of the
needs, asset conditions are reviewed, we try to fund beautification projects that the community
has identified as desirable, and there is the necessary and ongoing maintenance of roads, gates,
storm water systems, etc.  The community is coming of an age where our infrastructure needs
more attention and work each year.

We plan some smaller projects that were not accomplished in 2015. We plan irrigation
installation in some interior circles and cul-de-sacs; without irrigation, we are limited in what we
can do with planting. Since irrigation can be costly, we plan to do a few each year. A 13 year old
maintenance truck will be replaced, and there are some small expenditures for equipment that
will increase productivity and save on costs of yard waste disposal. An example is a chipper we
will be purchasing with Semiahmoo Resort and sharing its use.

A total of $79,000 is requested in the 2016 Capital Budget, and the transfer of this amount from
the restricted to the unrestricted fund was approved by the SRA members.  Should the
expenditures be less (as in 2015), then only the lower amount will be transferred.  This is a
substantial amount, but if you look over time, with the aging infrastructure, this is needed and
higher expenses may become the new “normal” as time goes by.

In 2016, we are projecting a small draw-down of Reserves.  Please think of it as a draw-down
projected for 2015 that didn’t happen.

If all goes as planned for the Future Facility Fund, we will have over $200,000 in that fund at the
end of 2016.  That will not buy a facility, but it would go a long way toward a down payment

When Don Hardy was the Treasurer, he set up an investment program to invest the funds that are
not needed in the short term.  They are invested at US Bank in FDIC-insured brokerage CDs.
This has doubled our investment income.  Unfortunately with interest rates near zero, the
amounts remain quite small. When interest rates rise, we should see more substantial earnings.



Semiahmoo Resort Association Annual Meeting Minutes for October 24, 2015 8

Audit: State law and good business practice require periodic audits. We have a full audit every
three (3) years and a less elaborate review by our auditor every year.  In 2016, we are due for a
full audit.  We continue to have clean results on audits and reviews and expect no different in
2016.  As with audits, we have a requirement for a reserve study. We are on a three (3) year
cycle and are due for a full study and site visit in 2016. This year’s review continued to show that
we are “well-reserved”, the best category to be assigned.  We actually are very well-reserved,
with a multiple of what is required under law. The legal requirement, however, is the bare
minimum, and good stewardship would require more, what we actually have in reserves.

Treasurer’s Report Recap: With building activity modestly increasing, we have seen a very
modest increase in revenue. Costs are rising as we deal with greater needs and wages in the area
and as we fill vacancies. We covered the various funds in detail; basically we plan to end 2016
with the same balances with which we ended 2014. Buzz expressed his thanks to Debbie for all
of the hard work that she does in the financial area and others to help him; also to Joan
Standridge, Assistant Treasurer who could not be here today; to the past Treasurers who shared
their knowledge and expertise; and finally to the members for their support.  He asks that
everyone consider the direct debit program for assessment payment.  It’s safe, runs smoothly,
and income from late fees is down 50% since the program inception.  Please contact the SRA
Office for more information.

This concluded the Treasurer's Report.

Ad Hoc Committee Reports

Don Hardy, Vice President
Vice President Hardy commented on Treasurer Abercrombie’s optimism in stating when and not
if interest rates rise.  As backup to President Atchison, he wasn’t called on to do any backup.  He
is finishing up his fourth and final year on the Board.  He recommends that any home owner
consider serving.  He was encouraged by Michael Coltart to participate and is grateful for the
opportunity.

He was involved with two projects this year: the mailbox project and a blood drive.

The mailbox project was designed to give a choice to home owners.  The wood mailboxes have
not been universally satisfactory.  People like them but there have been increasing requests to
have other choices. There are now three (3) alternatives: the original wooden boxes plus two
metal boxes. There is some exertion required to get them installed.  1.  Simply keep what you
have.  2. The ASC has recently approved a metal box that has a lock, a good thing, an easy thing
to have to accomplish a personal sense of safety.  This box is available through Salsbury, a Los
Angeles company, and they can be ordered via telephone. Before ordering, please talk to Sandy
Bonnickson who has a Salsbury catalog. With this choice, the home owner is required to install
the box; overall cost is between $250-325 including materials and installation. 3. We are
finalizing an arrangement with the local True Value Hardware Store, which is located on the way
to Blaine near Steamers Coffee Shop. They are offering a turnkey setup with their steel mailbox
line, and they only offer True Value approved products, which is why we are offering these and
the Salsbury option. They will order the correct box with its components and they will arrange
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for installation, with the cost roughly the same as Salsbury, possibly slightly higher. The
advantage is that the home owner only has to write one check to True Value.  Again, Sandy
Bonnickson is the go-to person for information. Kim at True Value is another resource; she
recently took ownership of the store with her sister from their parents and they are interested in
opportunities to work with us.

We had a blood drive in late August.  Bloodworks from Bellingham came to Semiahmoo.
Although the response was not what it could have been, they are interested in working with us on
a periodic basis.  Two-thirds of those who gave blood at this drive were first-time donors. We are
considering an annual drive, perhaps in late summer when most people are still here. It’s a very
worthy effort. You will hear more about this in 2016.

John Binns Jr., Secretary – Covenants, Conditions, & Restrictions (CC&Rs)
This is Secretary Binns’ first year as a director. 1,880 votes were needed to pass the CC&R
proposal.  As he was sitting in the lobby a few minutes before the beginning of the annual
meeting, that exact number was achieved. The background on this is that early in 2015 John
volunteered to review the CC&Rs to see what revisions might be needed.  He found that under
the CC&Rs which had been written by the developer in 1984 the developer could make changes
without owner involvement but owners could only make changes upon the affirmative vote of
2/3 of all potential votes. There seemed no point in trying to update the CC&Rs with little
possibility of being able to obtain sufficient owner participation to approve changes.  The only
hope was to make a change in the way owners could make changes.   The SRA Board gave John
the authority to form a committee to study the problem and recommend a solution.  The
committee consisted of Richard Arnold, John Binns, Christy Callender, Michael Coltart,
Marjorie Hatter, Mike Hayden, Trevor Hoskins, Rick Ionita, Bob Mepham, Marilyn Mulhern,
Kathy Parks, and Debbie Smith. Jeff Johnston and Bill Savage joined the effort during the
campaign to encourage owners to participate.  The committee recommended and the SRA Board
approved a proposal to establish a 40% quorum feature that would allow changes to the CC&R’s
to be made by a 2/3 affirmative vote of those voting.  The challenge was to obtain sufficient
votes under the existing CC&Rs, i.e. 1880 of a total potential of 2820 votes.

During the months preceding the annual meeting the committee members made a great effort to
encourage owner participation.  We were all aware that if this effort failed there would be little
chance that the CC&Rs could ever be changed and the community would have 1984 standards in
perpetuity.  Thanks to this effort the proposal received just enough votes to pass.  (By the end of
the meeting 39 additional affirmative votes were received.)  Secretary Binns wants to make sure
that the community realizes that it will continue to be difficult to change the CC&Rs. A quorum
of 40% of potential votes will be required and a super majority of at least 2/3 of those voting
required to approve a change.

Finally, a short word about Seagrass: John has been serving on a small committee which is
working with the Wise (DBW) representatives. Although we are not yet in total agreement, we
have been engaged in serious and productive discussions. Before too long, he optimistically feels
that there will be an agreement with DBW for Seagrass owners to be members of the SRA.
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Christy Callender, Director – Liaison Whatcom County/Parks & Recreation
Director Callender is finishing her second year on the Board. It’s been a great opportunity for her
to get to know more people and to work with the Board. It has been an education and has
broadened her perspective. She worked on the CC&R Committee with John and the others and
wants to encourage everyone to participate in the community. If there’s something you’d like to
see changed in the community, volunteer to work with or on the board. One of her major
objectives was the clean-up of Drayton Cove, it was a problem for her and the rest of the
community living in the area, and their efforts were successful. Some neighbors miss the trees,
but they will come back. All are appreciative of the clean-up; it not only affects Drayton Cove
but all of Semiahmoo.

At her first meeting, she became the liaison with Whatcom County Parks & Rec. They do a lot of
wonderful things and she encourages everyone to look at their activities. Twice a year, they put
out the “leisure” pamphlet that shows all kinds of things we can do in all seasons. There is work
being done on a trail that will connect a lot of existing trails within Whatcom County. In the long
run, they are looking at developing a more extensive trail.

Lastly, she is updating the Human Resources policies with Executive Director Smith; it’s been a
while since these were reviewed.

Kurt Haggman, Liaison City of Blaine/Maintenance
Director Haggman’s two year term is coming to an end. As Christy mentioned, he volunteered to
serve not long after he moved to the community. He is responsible for the liaison with the City of
Blaine and is also Chair of the Maintenance Committee.

Regarding the City of Blaine, we have a very good working relationship with various city
departments and several representatives have been invited to be here today. They will take
questions related to the City at the end of the meeting. The SRA is not your elected
representatives for the City Council. Paul Greenough and Mary Lou Steward are elected to the
Blaine City Council and they should be your contact if you want input to the Council. We work
more on the operational level with the Utility Department and other sub-departments.

Regarding maintenance, the Committee consists of Kurt who is the Chair, John Gaff, and Lori
Thorne. Justin Cleere is not on the Committee because he needs to be out there beautifying the
community, not sitting in meetings. Their main function is to look at the 420 homes that are in
this community. The committee makes three tours (spring, summer, and fall) per year to make
sure these 420 homes are meeting the requirements that everyone agreed to in the CC&Rs with
respect to the property maintenance. Sometimes they respond to neighbor complaints, but they
encourage neighbors to talk to each other.

All maintenance is done by SRA staff except major projects. It’s amazing what two people and
some summer help can do to make this community look the way it does.

The crew is responsible for 13 entry gates, 36 common planted areas, all the roads and paths
inside the gates, Rex and Syre Parks, the storm water drainage system including bioswales and
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the Drayton Cove detention pond, and maintenance of a big set of stairs to the beach down in
Boundary Ridge.

When they look at the properties, they only look at what can be seen from the street, generally
landscaping and house painting. They don’t trespass. Most people respond well to their efforts.
They generally only send 3-4 letters to property owners per tour, asking people to make
improvements. There may be the odd one that does not respond well; most of these are properties
in foreclosure or absentee residents. There is a process detailed in the CC&Rs for the SRA to do
the work and bill the owner if they don’t do the work themselves. It’s a complicated process that
they would prefer to avoid.

Regarding the Drayton Cove Detention Pond, this pond is an important part of the Semiahmoo
storm water collection system. This pond is not just a pretty pond for the residents of Drayton
Cove to look at; it is an important functioning system that must meet certain EPA storm water
regulations. One regulation is that there cannot be that much vegetation around the pond. To
bring the pond back to its original condition, a contractor was hired to dredge the pond and
remove vegetation from the edge of the pond; this included a lot of reeds and some trees that
should not have been there in the first place. Decorative trees were retained on the banks but
alders and cattails were removed. The work is not yet finished; there will be two fountains
installed – one is a replacement and a second will be added at the other end. These fountains
serve two purposes: beautification and to control the growth of algae.

John Gaff, Blaine Public Works/Maintenance
This is Director Gaff’s first year on the Board. He moved here three (3) years ago from the East
and spent 40 years there working for NASA.  It’s been wonderful to move out into such a lovely
place.  This is a great group of people on the Board and in this community. He was laudatory to
all who were able to withstand the pressure and to institute these CC&Rs. His mentor has been
Kurt.  His past had to do with infrastructure, long range planning, and strategic planning. The
Maintenance Committee has been a good fit for him. He spent the first few months going over all
of the blueprints of the Semiahmoo infrastructure: ground water, drainage system, buried power
and sewer systems, and these are a hodge-podge of different installations by different developers
at different times, with various ages. As Buzz pointed out, these aging items will need to be
addressed in the near future.

He was fortunate to be appointed the liaison with Ravyn Whitewolf, who is the City of Blaine
(COB) Director of Public Works.  The COB has a number of people who live in Semiahmoo.
John believes there should be more back-and-forth interface with the COB. They are also
looking for volunteers to provide more input; they also face the same restrictions that the SRA
has. Based on the 160 people who turned out recently for a security meeting, there is definitely
some interest in the two epicenters of our existence. People are unaware of things such as the
COB maintains the Semiahmoo Parkway and the path.  It may not be volunteering as much as
developing self-satisfaction with living in a neighborhood where everybody helps each other. All
of us do this naturally but don’t recognize it. He encourages attendance at the SRA and COB
meetings, listen, find out what is being done, contribute, and vote in the elections.
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He stated that we need to focus in on what is being done about ground water. The drain systems
are somewhat overgrown.  If residents look around at the streets, they will see cracks in the curbs
and some drainage areas get stuffed up. Residents can take a rake to the drain, which will help.

Mark Theaman, Director – ASC Liaison
Director Theaman is the newest member of the board, with 10 months served, and has enjoyed
being on the SRA board, and acts as the Liaison to the Architectural Standards Committee.  The
ACS is responsible for the continuity of residential design and landscaping for new, single
family and multi-family residential developments. They are also solely responsible for
maintaining the look and the feel of the special environment that all residents enjoy.  People
decide to live here for a variety of reasons.  Three in particular are the proximity to recreational
boating, beautiful golf courses, and a vast number of coniferous trees. A quote from ASC
member Rick Ionita:  “These trees have grown over decades, surviving wind, drought, fire,
development, and human whim.” These magnificent trees have helped create the look and feel of
our neighborhood and the serenity that we enjoy. Over the coming year, revision of the ASC
guidelines and standards for home construction will ensure the retention of many of these trees
as possible without unduly restricting the development of undeveloped lots.

During the winter of 2015, the five members of the ASC made a special effort to inspect 160
undeveloped lots, roughly 20% of the lots within the gated portions of the Semiahmoo
community. The committee jointly and separately focused on brushing lots, limbing up of trees,
and removing hazardous trees along the streets and adjoining homes. The amount of volunteer
hours to do this is unimaginable. During the latter part of this year and early into 2016, the ASC
will be proposing to the SRA board of directors for their approval enhanced guidelines for the
continuing maintenance of undeveloped lots and issuing a new mission statement. Very little of
this could have been accomplished without the supervision, communication, skills, and wealth of
historical knowledge that Sandy Bonnickson, the ASC Administrator for the past eight (8) years,
brings to the committee’s efforts every day of the week.

The Semiahmoo community and the SRA board of directors want to express their sincerest
appreciation to Debbie Smith, who acts as the non-voting meeting chair at all ASC meetings;
Sandy Bonnickson, the incredible ASC Administrator, and some names will be repeated that
have already been mentioned: Del Hodgins, John Hamilton, Rick Ionita, Ken Johns and Kathy
Parks,. They work tirelessly to keep us happy and content.

In closing, he hopes that all will understand how difficult and important it is to maintain the
serenity of this environment. It’s quiet, peaceful, and very meaningful in its own way.  We have
had eight (8) new home submissions in 2015 and one remodel reviewed and approved by the
ASC.  We are anticipating five (5) new submissions for 2016.  No significant change since 2013
for the undeveloped lots, remaining roughly 160.  The total number of homes is 424, with a total
of 73% of properties within the gates developed to date.

Mark Andrew, Director - Semiahmoo Resort, Golf, & Spa
Director Andrew belongs to a condo association in Canada where they have even more people in
their building; at the last condo association meeting, it was he and the board. He is thankful for
this turnout.  A year ago one of his first opportunities was to speak at the SRA meeting.  His
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goals remain the same: run a good business that will enhance all of the homeowners’ property
value by increasing the perception of how people see Semiahmoo Resort. It should be a similar
visual image in people’s minds when they think of Semiahmoo, like how Naples, Florida, or San
Francisco, are perceived by travelers.  This will make things better for all here.

Prior to showing a small video clip, he expressed his gratitude to Debbie Smith. Over the past
year, they’ve made a lot of changes.  One of first was the hire of ; Suresh Rao is the Food &
Beverage Director who came here from California. There is also a new Executive Chef who
started a week ago, Chef Bruno Feldeisen, who is down from the Four Seasons, Vancouver, and
has worked all over the world.   There have been operational changes including the hire of a
Landscape supervisor.  They had an open house on June 4th to show off all of the changes.  They
had an Oktoberfest a few weeks ago, and he knows several residents attended that event.
Renovations were completed over the summer but more to come.  They did some repair on the
pump house at the golf course; he had set aside $5,000 but $25,000 later, there is a beautiful
pump house.    The ballroom where the meeting is being held today has been renovated, with the
installation of screens and high definition projectors. Amazon and Microsoft have recently held
meetings at the resort. Cell phones with  US carriers will work in the ballroom and anywhere else
at the resort due to cell boosting.  There are no roaming charges. All the parking lot lights work
for the first time in years to increase the safety in the area. Recently had a Canadian
Thanksgiving and US Thanksgiving is coming up. There will be a New Year’s celebration.
Chef Bruno has won many different competitions, so there will be events to come.

He showed video clips, one of which was recently featured on Evening Magazine. The focus is
what is happening in this part of the world. They want Semiahmoo Resort, Golf and Spa to be an
iconic destination as well as being there for the community residents. The resort owners have
made a substantial investment. They own other landmarks in the area. They did not make this
purchase in order to flip it.

There were two items presented; one was brioche toast made by Chef Bruno and the other was a
bottle of Lake Chelan Merlot, with a special for the day of $9 per glass.

Mark expressed his gratitude to everyone for their support. He feels blessed to have the
neighbors that they have, and in turn, they want to be good neighbors. Christopher Hudson is
their new Director of Rooms, and he has purchased a home in the community.

This concluded the Ad Hoc Committee Reports.

Election Results
David Steward, Chair of the Election Committee, thanked the members of the committee and
announced the new appointed Board members: Arthur “Buzz” Abercrombie, Leslie Gongaware,
George McKinney, Ted Metz, and Greg Wendt. The incumbent Board members are Mark
Andrew, John Binns Jr., John Gaff, Joan Standridge, and Mark Theaman.

He mentioned that these are appointed members because there was no election this year, which
was disappointing. David has been on the committee for two (2) years, worried for each of those
years because he felt there would not be volunteers for the board.  When he was on the board, he
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was similarly worried each year. This is a volunteer organization, so that means we need
volunteers.  Elections are important from a democratic standpoint so people who act for the
community can be chosen. We need at least five (5) to six (6) volunteers to stand for election to
the Board of Directors, one or two for the Election Committee, and one or two to be appointed to
the ASC. With 600 households, this should not be an impossible task.

There are a lot of benefits to volunteering, some of which have been heard earlier in this
meeting.  Everyone enjoys being on the board and feels it has been beneficial to them,
broadening their outlook. Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. If you vote, that’s
once a year.  If you are on the board, you are constantly influencing the outcome. Volunteers are
unpaid not because they are worthless, because they are priceless. Finally, volunteers tend to live
longer and there have been actual studies that longevity and volunteering are related.

Volunteer Recognition
President Atchison recognized the contributions of our 2014 Board of Directors: Michael Coltart,
President; Paul Atchison, Vice President; Bryan Johnson, ASC Liaison; Del Hodgins and Ken
Johns, Architectural Standards Committee; and Michael Lulu, Chairperson, and Doug Todoroff,
Election Committee.

GENERAL QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
President Atchison invited questions from the attendees, asking them to step up to the
microphone, state name and address, and try to limit questions to two (2) minutes in length if
possible.

i. Pat Kingshott, 8802 Wood Duck Way, St. Andrews IV: Question for Justin: Are the stop
signs that were vandalized on Snow Goose and Wood Duck going to be reframed?
Per Justin, absolutely.
Second question has to do with walking in the neighborhood.  She was walking in what
she felt was a safe manner, facing the traffic, no headphones; a car came from behind her
and she heard it; she was on Snow Goose, approaching St. Andrews gate 3; the car
gunned it as it approached the gate, it was in the middle of the road, straightening out as it
got to the curve, and it was on her side of the road.  She had to step off the road in order
to avoid being hit. If she knew who it was, she would’ve talked to them personally.
She has two requests: that we ask the police to patrol a little more often and that we ask
our neighbors to be more alert. She doesn’t think the person saw her; she couldn’t see
them due to tinted windows.  They were on the wrong side of the road.  Perhaps
something can be included in the next newsletter.

ii. Dana Novak, Boundary Ridge: She is not certain who is responsible for the
disintegrating walkway on the Spit.  She’d like to know who is responsible and how
quickly can it be brought back to the way it used to be.
Ravyn Whitewolf: We are aware of the erosion that occurred last winter on the Spit and
there is a portion of the walkway that has been corroded by the erosion. We are going
through the permitting process to do some beach enhancement which will stabilize the
road.  The permit was just received at the end of September and it’s on her desk to go to
bid this week to get a contractor in to do the work, to protect the shoulder as well as the
trail for many years to come.
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iii. Bryan Johnson, Gleneagle Villas: He has a comment and a question. He wants to
congratulate the board and all they do for the residents. We do live in an awesome place
but the way we keep it awesome is by volunteering, and it’s a great way to make friends.
It’s an insight to your neighborhood and a real good opportunity to make it better.  He
encourages everybody to give it a shot.
He would like an update on the Muirfield and Inverness projects.
Debbie Smith: There has been no contact with either.  As far as we know, both are for
sale but there is no better explanation.
Michael Jones, City of Blaine: There have been a few folks talking to us about Muirfield
with the intention of potentially developing it, nothing more than just conversation.
Inverness is basically in the process of expiring, which may have occurred earlier this
fall.  It would have to go back through the development review process.

iv. Mel Bryan. He and his wife live at 5681 Sanderling Way. He was raised in Canada and is
very familiar with the lower mainland. In the last 50 years, there have been some major
storms in BC, particularly in Stanley Park. He was there in about 1968-69 when 3,000
trees were knocked down in a storm in the park.  His concern is that this particular
property is not unlike Stanley Park.  They have lived here for about 12 years. Apparently
when this project first started, new owners had to plant 15 trees, a prerequisite to starting
one’s home. Trees can grow 4-5’ a year. He feels we are waiting for a disaster to happen
because the trees are so high now, the root systems don’t go down a whole lot, and we get
so much water here. With one of these storms, we could have a heck of a problem.
Paul Atchison: Mel was asked if he’s talking about the parkway or within the gates, and
he responded behind the gates. Paul just applied to remove six (6) trees on his property
and received approval because they were diseased.  Every property owner is responsible
for the trees on their property. The approval process is in place with the ASC and they are
very willing to work with property owners in term of issues with their property or
adjacent property.
Question was asked about what Stanley Park did after the trees were knocked down.
Basically they cleaned up the mess after removing some people/homes that were close to
the park and affected by the trees. No one was killed in that particular storm; here, Mel
understands that he can get a permit for tree removal, which a neighbor recently did at a
cost of $6,200 to remove one big tree, but there are trees on the golf course that could fall
on properties, and what would the Semiahmoo Resort do in that situation?
Mark Theaman responded that the ASC is very responsive to any question involving
trees. Sandy Bonnickson would be the person to contact at the SRA. Photos would be
very helpful to reflect any concern. They act very quickly by sending someone out to
check into the matter, to speak with you, and to see how the problem can be solved
expeditiously.
Buzz Abercrombie said that one to two years ago, they had an arborist come through to
survey specific areas of the SRA Greenbelt property for dangerous trees. Some trees were
removed, and others are on the watch list. If you have specific areas of concern that are
under SRA responsibility, please see Debbie Smith and let her know. We will evaluate to
see if we need to get the arborist out to see which trees are posing a danger.
Mark Andrew said that in regard to the golf course and down here along the Spit and near
the resort, they are continually evolving the area.  It’s different today than it was 25 years
ago. He lives four blocks from Stanley Park and there was no prevention that could’ve
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been done in the ‘90s when a similar storm occurred, when Jimmy Pattison paid to
restore the park back to its original state.  We’re buying the chipper to help dispose of
any trees that need removal.  We know that tree maintenance and removal/replacement is
an ongoing project that we will continue to monitor in order to beautify the areas. As said
earlier, if there is a photo that can be sent to him, that can speak a thousand words. The
last thing they want is for a hazard to exist and not to address it. Everyone lives here and
everyone takes ownership of the community.

v. Colin Hogan, Boundary Ridge, 9143 Belted Kingfisher.  They also have a house in St.
Andrews Green.  Has a question about roofing standards, as they are at the point with
their rental home needing re-roofing. A roofing contractor mentioned that he heard there
may be some changes to the allowable roofing choices in Semiahmoo. They were told
they might want to wait a while to see if the standards do change. Can anyone on the
committee provide them with some background?
Mark Theaman stated that the ASC continues to revise what are acceptable building and
roofing products. Some have already been specified and others will be specified within
the next three to four months. These are alternatives to wood shingles.
Colin responded that is what he is asking. The sight of wood shingles is loved and they
look fantastic when they are installed, but they don’t look fantastic in our treed
environment soon thereafter. It is an ongoing maintenance issue and an issue of how our
community looks as they are very difficult to maintain. We’re trying to have a beautiful
treed environment and a product on roofs that doesn’t fit that well from a longevity
standpoint. He is open to a discussion with some alternatives.
Mark Theaman suggested that part of the beauty of the vote is it will give us the latitude
to move into the 21st century and make changes that show how building standards and
materials have changed, and all of this will go through the ASC and will be passed on and
approved by the Board if deemed appropriate.
Colin asked if the potential materials will be voted upon just by the ASC or will the
general ownership have a say at that point.
John Binns Jr. said there is currently a process that allows additional possibilities other
than wooden shakes and shingles and has allowed so far a few roofing products that are
not wood. He suspects that Colin’s builder in working with the ASC could find some
alternatives that might be acceptable. That process has been in place for some years now
and that might solve the problem.
Colin said they are aware of two alternatives and wondered if a third was coming, so it
sounds like in three to four months, there may be some changes.
John said it has been very difficult to change anything that was in the CC&Rs as the
standards for building construction are quite entrenched in them.  Now that the change
process is a little bit easier, there may be an opportunity to use some different building
materials in the future.

vi. Laura McKinney, 8990 Merganser Court, St. Andrews Green 1 has a request and an
announcement.  There is a Facebook group for the Semiahmoo neighborhood.  Those
members of the group talk about children, the swimming pool, trick or treating, and other
neighborhood activities.  If you are interested in joining, please give her your email
address or let Debbie know, and they will be glad to add you to the group. She mentioned
that there are quite a number of children in the neighborhood, so for Halloween, if you



Semiahmoo Resort Association Annual Meeting Minutes for October 24, 2015 17

want to give out candy, please leave your front porch light on. If you do not want little
ones to visit your house, please leave the lights off.

vii. Henry Fourcade , Unit 305 Country Club Villas. He just wanted to follow up on the tree
question. Just a month or so ago, we had a close down at the resort with widespread
electrical outages in the area, extending into Canada as well, from a storm that really
wasn’t that impressive to most.  Could anyone expound upon a) what it was that caused
that and how likely it is to re-occur and b) are there generators planned so that the hotel
could carry on in the event of future similar events.
Ravyn Whitewolf responded that the City of Blaine Public Works operates its own
utilities as most are aware. She has no answer concerning the resort’s generators (see
response from Mark Andrew), but what happened was very rare for what was noted as
not a fantastic storm of any magnitude. They have a system on two Puget Sound Energy
(PSE) substations and both of those stations went down. This should never happen and
they hope it doesn’t happen again. If one of the substations goes down, they do have the
infrastructure to loop back so that power would not be lost.  But with PSE losing both
substations, it was actually quite shocking. That being said, an emergency debriefing was
done with PSE to see if they can further assist each other in the likelihood of this ever
happening again.  Blaine power was on within four to five hours. PSE customers
throughout the county were out for days.  Very proud of the service that Blaine City
Light provides and she feels confident that unless again both substations go down,
outages will remain very brief.
Mark Andrew responded about emergency power at the Resort. They have a very large
generator but to keep the resort running as it is now would take more than one generator.
The generator is sufficient to keep the life safety system up and running. They had a
wedding that wound up being about a half-hour late but all ended well.  The storm
occurred early in the season; with that many leaves and that much wind, causing more
structural stress on the trees’ root system than we are used to getting.

viii. Jerry Wilson, Gleneagle Villas didn’t hear mentioned that Sandy does have a couple of
the alternative building materials in her SRA office, if anyone wants to take a look at
them there. These are constantly evolving and changing, and she can keep anyone
interested apprised of upcoming changes and ASC review.

ix. Jeff Callender and his wife Christy, 9121 Pintail Loop with two observations.  Is it
possible to get the Police Department to take a closer look at the intersection of
Semiahmoo Parkway and Semiahmoo Drive? He was running north on the Parkway last
Saturday afternoon and he saw three cars run the stop sign, with no attempt to slow down.
Also, this place is an oasis but their house was burglarized in April and he’d like to
advise people to not become complacent.  It’s a safe place to live but we don’t control
who comes into our community from outside. They do have an alarm system but didn’t
have it turned on that afternoon.  He just wants to encourage people to remain vigilant.
Paul Atchison remarked that he and his wife walk in the same area and have seen the
same in regard to cars running the stop sign.

Paul thanked everyone for attending the meeting today. In eight (8) years, he has not missed a
meeting, and he cannot think of a better group of people with which to work. Finally, he thanked
Debbie Smith for her help and support.
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Meeting was adjourned at 1:18 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

John Binns Jr. Debbie Smith
Secretary Executive Director

Date Date

These minutes were approved on November 19, 2015.
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Appendix I

NEW SINGLE FAMILY
HOME SUBMISSIONS

2012 to 2014 – Eleven (11) new submissions

2015 –Eight (8) new submissions:

 Boundary Ridge I – 2
 Drayton Cove – 1
 St. Andrews Green I – 1
 St. Andrews Green II – 1
 St. Andrews Green III - 1
 St. Andrews Green IV B & C – 2

One (1) remodel reviewed by the ASC

2016 – Five (5) new submissions budgeted

2015 MULTI-FAMILY HOMES
CURRENT FUTURE

UNITS UNITS
Aerie 11 0

Beachwalker Villas 33 0

Country Club Villas 36 0

Carnoustie 0 46

Gleneagle Villas 49 0

Melrose Cottages 18 0

Marin 36 18

St. Andrews Cottages 16 0
TOTAL: 199 64

SUMMARY of DEVELOPMENT
SINGLE AND MULTI-FAMILY HOMES 623
UNDEVELOPED LOTS 160

TOTAL: 783
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Appendix II Continued
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Appendix II Continued

TREASURER’S REPORT RECAP
2014

Actual
2015

Forecast
2016

Budget
Net Revenues
(Unrestr. + Restr.) 493,666$ 541,161$ 542,907$

Operating Expenses 450,115$ 490,055$ 515,467$

Year End Balances:
(Unrestricted)
Operating Fund 410,111$ 422,547$ 411,258$

(Restricted) Capital &
Major Repairs Reserve 536,417$ 547,737$ 515,323$

(Restricted) Future
Facility Fund 185,774$ 193,274$ 200,774$

2015 Annual Meeting


