
SEMIAHMOO RESORT ASSOCIATION (SRA) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

9001 SEMIAHMOO PARKWAY 

December 13, 2017 
 

1 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM:  Seven of the board members were present, therefore a 

quorum was established.  Those present: Arthur “Buzz” Abercrombie, Neal Engledow, George 

McKinney, Ted Metz, Peggy Richter, David Ulis, and Greg Wendt. 

Absent: Mark Theaman, and Jay Ebert. 

Also In Attendance: Debbie Smith, Executive Director, Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant 

and Note taker. 

Guests: Newly Elected Board Members Patricia Oliveros (attended until 2:50 pm), and Michael 

Hayden were present. St Andrews Green resident Mike Myers (attended from 1:37 pm until 2:38 

pm), and Gleneagle Villas resident Stan Monks (attended until 2:38 pm). 

 

MEETING MINUTES: The November 15, 2017 minutes were approved as distributed.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

1. Financial Report: Debbie presented the November financial statements (Profit & Loss 

Budget vs. Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet, Cash Fund Balances and 

Certificate of Deposit (CD) schedule). The Accounts Receivable Aging report was 

reviewed in Executive Session. A motion was adopted to accept the financial statements 

as presented.  

Treasurer Greg Wendt informed the board that he has been in contact with financial 

institutions concerning the SRA investments; however, he sees no reason to open a new 

account unless significantly higher interest rates were offered.  

 

2. IRS Resolution on Excess Revenues: Debbie read the obligatory statement of 

compliance with the IRS resolution regarding excess revenues and the resolution was 

adopted by the board and signed by President Buzz Abercrombie and Vice President 

Peggy Richter. (See appendix A). 

 

3. 2018 SRA Board Calendar: Debbie distributed the 2018 schedule of Board Meetings. 

The 2018 Annual General Meeting is tentatively scheduled for October 20, 2018. 

 

4. Executive Director Vacation: Debbie reminded everyone she would be on vacation 

from December 18, 2017 until December 28, 2017. 

 

Old Business: 

 

a) Revise Community Rules: A proposed revision to Community Rule No. 18 drafted 

by Peggy was reviewed. After a discussion a motion was approved to adopt the 
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Community Rule as revised and the Fine for violations set at up to $1,000 for each 

violation (see appendix B). 

 

b) Election of Officers: Buzz recommended, and the board approved the appointments 

of the following officer positions for the 2018 Board of Directors: 

• President – Greg Wendt 

• Vice President – Jay Ebert 

• Treasurer – Neal Engledow 

• Secretary – Mark Theaman 

 

c) Emergency Management: Ted Metz shared that he has been taking an Emergency 

Preparedness class in Bellingham taught by the National Emergency Response and 

Training and he feels that it would be a great benefit to the community if a few of 

these classes were taught in Blaine. This is a class for individuals to learn how to 

prepare for their own individual and household safety. The requirements for hosting a 

class are 26-40 committed students and an appropriate space to hold the class in.  A 

motion was adopted approving SRA sponsorship of an Emergency Preparedness class. 

  

Ted also reported that he attended a meeting earlier in the week with Stan Monks, 

Debbie, and other community residents regarding Emergency Preparedness.  Stan 

Monks is currently developing an Earthquake Plan for the Gleneagle Villas 

neighborhood. The board thanked Stan for his work on this important matter. 

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 

1. Resort Semiahmoo/ Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club (SG & CC) Liaison – Debbie 

reported that she received an email from General Manager Nicole Newton informing her 

that Christopher Hutsen is no longer with the resort.  Debbie will find out how the resort 

would like to be represented at the SRA meetings moving forward.  

 

2. City of Blaine Liaison- George McKinney & Jay Ebert: George reported that the City 

Council is discussing the addition of an exit off I 5 into Blaine at mile marker 274 again.  

Permits have been issued for housing developments to build 270 homes off H Street, and 

280 homes near Bell Road.  Charlie Hawkins is the new City of Blaine Mayor. The City’s 

Budget will be met by pulling money out of reserves. 

 

3. Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Liaison - David Ulis: The ASC Draft 

Minutes dated November 13 and November 16 were noted. Dave reported that the ASC 

continues to discuss the following issues: 

• Roofing materials used in error on a home in Carnoustie.  
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• Construction Compliance, ensuring that builders who have approvals follow through on 

plans or materials that were submitted to the ASC for approval.  

• Detailed Guidelines are desired.  

The board discussed whether additional staff to oversee projects or possibly a 

restructuring of the ASC would help ensure projects are built as submitted.  

 

4. Maintenance Committee – Ted Metz and Jay Ebert: Ted reported that there has been 

further communication with SRA members who live adjacent to a private road in 

Stonehaven.  The SRA will help facilitate communication between the homeowners who 

have ownership of the road. Regarding the home in Boundary Ridge with flooding issues 

due to water flowing down the driveway; the issue seems to be temporarily resolved by 

placing a sandbag at the drain near the top of the driveway.  Ted recommends placing a 

small curb where the sandbags are. He will discuss this issue further with Maintenance 

Foreman Justin Cleere.  

 

5. Blaine Public Works Liaison – Ted Metz and Jay Ebert: Ted reported that the City of 

Blaine is extending sewers to reach of the new developments in Blaine. The city is 

currently short staffed; however, a few positions were filled on Monday December 11, 

2017. Some retirements are expected to happen in 2019 which will result in additional 

hiring. 

 

6. Membership Communication and Community Courier (David Steward, Editor) - 

Neal Engledow:  Neal reported that the SRA has received requests for advertising in the 

SRA Email News. The board is in support of advertising specials and events for the 

Semiahmoo Resort, Golf and Country Club on occasion as they are SRA members. The 

board does not desire to fill up the email news with ads and make it difficult to inform 

members of important messages. Any requests for advertising paid or otherwise will be 

declined unless the event is directly of interest to SRA members.  

 

7. Legal Liaison - Peggy Richter: Topic was reviewed in Executive session. 

 

8. Facilities Committee- Greg, Ted, George, Mark and Debbie: Greg told the board that 

recently a property was listed that may have been suitable for the SRA’s needs; however, 

it went pending almost immediately.  Greg will keep apprised of the situation. Greg 

reported that he and Maintenance Foreman Justin Cleere met with representatives of 

Henifin Construction to do a preliminary inspection of the Beach Access Stairs. They will 

be coming back out to do some digging around the piers in early February and inspect 

them closely to make recommendations for repairing the stairs and bringing them up to 
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code. In the meantime, Justin will continue to perform routine maintenance to keep them 

in good condition.  

 

A motion was made and adopted approving the transfer of $7,500 from the operating 

budget into the Future Facilities Fund. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 2:38 pm to discuss the following 

matters requiring confidentiality: 

 

1. Status of Delinquent Accounts and efforts to collect. 

 

2. Personnel Issues (Compensation).   

 

The board reconvened into regular session at 3:34 pm with the following results:  

1. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts: The board will continue to aggressively pursue 

delinquent accounts and seek all interest and all related fees (including recoupment of the 

SRA’s attorneys’ fees). 

 

2. Personnel Issues (Compensation): The board discussed compensation for the staff, 

while Lori Thorne (absent from 3:06 pm and returned at 3:33 pm) and Debbie Smith 

(absent from 3:20 pm to 3:33 pm) dismissed themselves from the meeting.  

 

Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 3:35pm. The next regular meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at 1:00 pm in the Semiahmoo Fire Station Conference Room.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________                   ________________________________ 

Buzz Abercrombie, President                                            Debbie Smith, Executive Director    

 

_______________________________                                      ________________________________                  

Date                                                                                  Date 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 
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IRS Ruling – Statement of Compliance: 

Resolution of the Semiahmoo Resort Association, Inc. 

Re: Excess income applied to following year assessments 

 

WHEREAS the Semiahmoo Resort Association is a Washington corporation duly organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of Washington; and, 

WHEREAS, the members desire that the corporation shall act in full accordance with the rulings 

and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the members hereby adopt the following resolution by and on the behalf 

of the Semiahmoo Resort Association: 

RESOLVED, that any excess of membership income over membership expenses, for the year 

ended December 31, 2017 as defined in IRC Section 277, shall be applied against the subsequent 

tax years member assessments, as provided by IRS Revenue Ruling 70-604. 

 

This resolution is adopted and made a part of the minutes of the meeting of December 13, 2017. 

    By: _____________________________________ 

          President 

      Attested: _____________________________________ 

                      Vice President 

Appendix B 
 

Community Rule No. 18 previously read: 

 

Pets shall be leashed at all times when walked or exercised in any portion of the Common Areas, 

and all pet owners must immediately remove all excrement left by their pets on Common 

property. 

 

As revised Community Rule No. 18: 

 

18.  Pets shall be leashed at all times when walked or exercised in any portion of the Common 

Areas or in any portion of the Semiahmoo Community. Every pet Owner shall immediately 

remove any excrement deposited by his or her pet on any portion of the Common Areas or 

any other portion of the Semiahmoo community. Every pet Owner shall be solely liable for 
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any damage to person or property resulting from the act or acts of his or her pets, and shall 

maintain homeowners insurance, with sufficient coverage and limits to cover liability and/or 

medical and property damages arising from his or her pet’s acts. If any Owner contacts the 

Whatcom Humane Society or law enforcement with respect to the actions of any pet in the 

Semiahmoo community, such Owner shall also simultaneously provide written notice 

thereof to the SRA, and provide such additional information, if any, as may be requested by 

the SRA. (3.13). 

Change to Enforcement and Sanctions No. 6: 

6) Pet Violations. (CC&R 3.13, CR 18) Fine of up to $1000, for each violation of pet leash, pet 
excrement, pet insurance, pet liability and SRA notice requirements. 

 

 

 


