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CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM:  Nine of the board members were present, therefore a 

quorum was established.  Those present: Arthur “Buzz” Abercrombie, John Binns, John Gaff, 

George McKinney, Ted Metz, Peggy Richter, Joan Standridge, Mark Theaman and Greg Wendt. 

Absent: Christopher Hutsen. 

Also In Attendance: Debbie Smith, Executive Director and Lori Thorne, Administrative 

Assistant and Note taker. 

GUESTS:  Newly elected board members: Neal Engledow and Don Hardy.  Tim Johnson and 

John Meyer (took their leave at 1:38 pm, after making a presentation to the board). 

 

MEETING MINUTES: The November 16, 2016 minutes were approved as distributed. 

 

Proposal to extend pathway along Semiahmoo Spit: Beachwalker Villas residents Tim 

Johnson and John Meyer presented to the board concerning a proposed plan by some SRA 

residents to connect existing walking paths on the spit by adding a path on the public easement 

along the shoreline behind Beachwalker Villas Condominiums. Tim and John showed the board 

an enlarged image of the property and approximately where the public easement exists.  They 

pointed out the following difficulties they see with creating a path in that area: 

 

 The public easement behind Beachwalker Villas is much closer to the shoreline than the 

easements for Semiahmoo Shore and Marin.  There would not be a straight line to 

connect to the other sections of pathway.  

 The stakes are still in the ground from a recent survey.  In very high tides the waterline 

comes all the way in to the top of the easement.  Any path put in place would be 

underwater at high tide, and be washed away.  

 Beachwalker Villas ground floor units are at a lower elevation then those of Marin and 

Semiahmoo Shore, so those residents would have less privacy from a public walking 

path.  

  Beachwalker Villas residents are accustomed to having many people use the public 

easement on the beach area but are opposed to a walking path on the upper part of their 

property. 

 

The board asked if they could have a copy of the survey that was done and Tim and John agreed 

to email a digital copy of the survey.   

 

After Tim Johnson and John Meyer thanked the board for their time and left, a discussion of the 

matter continued.  Buzz Abercrombie and John Binns had previously met with them at 
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Beachwalker Villas and agreed with their description of the easements based on where the stakes 

were still in the ground.  A motion was adopted that based on the current information provided; 

prior recorded documents that show the City’s intent to have a complete path along the spit, and 

conflicting interests of different groups of SRA members, the board will presently remain neutral 

on the issue of the existing paths along Semiahmoo Spit being connected on the public easement 

behind Beachwalker Villas.  It was also noted that determination of the feasibility of a path on 

Beachwalker Villas property is ultimately the City of Blaine’s responsibility. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

1. Financial Report: Debbie presented the November financial statements (Profit & Loss 

Analysis of Budget vs. Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet, and Cash Fund 

Balances).  A motion was adopted to accept the financial statements as presented. The 

Account Receivable Aging Summary was reviewed in Executive Session. 

2. Planned Vacation Time: Debbie reminded the board that she would be out of the office 

from Monday December 19, 2016, until December the 28
th

 for her scheduled vacation.   

3. Annual Caroling Event: Debbie shared with the board that traditionally the SRA 

donates $250 to the Annual Caroling event and she proposed the board continue this 

tradition.  A motion was adopted to donate $250 to the Annual Caroling event.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a) October 22, 2016 Annual Meeting Follow-up (2018 Restricted Reserve Measure-

Beach Access Stairs: Greg Wendt shared with the board that he has been approached by 

many members of the community concerning the controversial issue of the stairs.  He 

recommended that the board not do any additional surveying of the community, and that 

the board put the matter to a vote of the Association after gathering all facts regarding 

costs and options.  The board agreed with Greg’s recommendation. (See the October 

minutes for further clarification.) 

 

b) Emergency Preparedness: Ted and Debbie met with Division Chief Henry Hollander, 

and representatives from the Red Cross, Leslie Shoemaker and Mavis Dalzell.  The Chief 

is willing to allow the community to designate the fire station as a meeting place in the 

event of an emergency or natural disaster.  The Red Cross will also donate some 

materials (not official Red Cross materials).  Christopher Hutsen, Interim Resort 

Semiahmoo General Manager, also agreed to look into the possibility of using the 

Semiahmoo Golf Club Meeting rooms for sheltering should the need arise, however, this 

must first be cleared with the Hotel’s insurer and owners.  Chris has an action plan for 

resort guests and personnel that is specific for the Resort and Golf Club. 
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c) Garbage Cans on Spit: Ted reported that Whatcom County Parks and Recreation have 

still not installed a trash receptacle on Semiahmoo Spit and that if it is not done by the 

end of the year, Semiahmoo resident Blair Smith will contact them and demand action. 

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS   

1. Resort Semiahmoo/ Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club (SG & CC) Liaison -

Christopher Hutsen: No report due to absence. 

 

2. City of Blaine Liaison_- George McKinney: George reported that he was not able to 

attend the December 12 Council Meeting due to the ice and snow, however at the 

November 28, 2016 Council Meeting the Council voted to raise the property tax by 1%.   

 

3. Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs) - Mark Theaman: Mark reminded 

the board that the 2017 board will form a committee to conduct a detailed review of the 

CC&Rs to determine what sections might lend themselves to amendment for clarification 

and consistency since the original Declarant is no longer a party to the agreement.  One 

issue is to clarify the rules on View Control and incorporate them into the CC&Rs.  

 

4. Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Liaison - Joan Standridge: The ASC 

draft minutes from the November 17, 2016 meeting were noted. Joan pointed out that the 

ASC has been discussing the matter of View Control and has requested that the ASC 

administrator prepare a draft written procedure to ensure that legitimate view control 

issues are resolved in a consistent and timely manner.  She provided the board members 

with a chart showing exactly what lots are subject to view control. This chart is a 

valuable tool and shows that 131 properties in Semiahmoo are subject to View Control 

Rules. The board discussed whether it is necessary to have the ASC approve of paint 

color and approved roofing materials and colors on a case by case basis.  The board will 

meet with the ASC next year to discuss establishing guidelines for the ASC to follow.   

 

5. Maintenance Committee - John Gaff and Ted Metz: Ted and John reported that the 

majority of the community is well maintained and that there are only a handful of 

individual houses that need more attention.  The Community Cleanup Event has been 

postponed until February.  Windwood Landscaping has been contracted to assist Justin 

and the Maintenance Crew with ice and snow as needed.  

 

6. Blaine Public Works Liaison - John Gaff and Ted Metz: John reported that the City of 

Blaine continues to work on budget issues.  Bicycles interacting with traffic are an issue, 

and more bike paths are desired.  Some trees may be removed downtown to open up 
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more space around businesses for outdoor seating. A meeting is scheduled for December 

22, 2016 with Bill Bullock, Ted Metz, Greg Wendt, and SRA staff to discuss pavement 

management.   

 

7. Community Courier Newsletter- Debbie Smith for David Steward, Editor: The next 

issue will be released in the spring. 

 

8. Legal Liaison- Peggy Richter:  Report was withheld until executive session. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

a) Appointment of New ASC Member:  Joan reported to the board that six residents had 

responded to a recent email requesting volunteers to be candidates for a position on the 

ASC.  Joan said the interview committee recommends that the Board appoint Wally 

Greenough to the ASC.  A motion was adopted appointing Wally Greenough to the ASC. 

The interview committee also suggested that a sub-committee of the ASC be formed to 

look specifically at the view control issues.  This would be a good way for some of the 

volunteers to get ASC related experience.     

 

b) City Public Outreach Program by Community Development Services Department: 

Debbie reported that the Community Development Services Department is considering 

offering informative presentations to interested citizens and also Homeowners 

Associations.  Topics would be planning and land use related for instance, to the 

Semiahmoo Master Plan, or the City’s Comprehensive plan. The board is interested in 

hosting the Community Development Services Department for educational presentations.  

 

c) Future Facility Funding/IRS Ruling Excess Revenues- Buzz, Greg and Debbie.  Buzz 

proposed and a motion was adopted to move $7,500.00 from the undesignated fund to the 

future facilities fund as has been done in the past.  Debbie read the statement regarding 

the IRS Ruling on Excess Revenues (Appendix A). 

 

A motion to adopt the IRS ruling and roll over the excess income funds into next year 

was adopted and President John Binns and Secretary Mark Theaman signed the IRS 

statement. 

 

Greg Wendt shared with the board that a property is for sale across from where the 

signage is for the Horizon’s development.  He is also aware of a modular home that is 

available and would only need to be relocated.  Greg suggested that this land could be 

purchased and the modular home be utilized as office space for the SRA.  There would be 
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enough space to build a shop for the maintenance crew and equipment. A motion was 

adopted to form a committee to investigate the option of buying the land and also for 

acquiring the modular home.  Greg will chair the committee and Ted, George and Mark 

will be members.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 3:03 pm to discuss the following 

matters requiring confidentiality: 

1. Status of Delinquent Accounts 

2. Community Rules Enforcement 

3. Personnel Matters (Debbie and Lori left at 3:23 and returned at 3:55 while employee 

bonuses and compensation  were discussed) 

4. Drayton Hillside II ( Puffin Place Access) 

 

The board reconvened into regular session at 3:57 pm with the following results:  

1. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts 

The lawyers for the SRA will continue endeavoring to collect delinquent accounts. 

 

2. On Community Rules Enforcement 

In regards to a resident not complying with Article X, the home’s original landscaping 

plan will be compared with the current landscape and the homeowner will be shown what 

steps need to be taken for the home to be in compliance with Article X of the CC&Rs. 

 

3. Personnel Matters: 

Employee bonuses and compensation were discussed and approved.   

 

4. Drayton Hillside II (Puffin Place Access) 

Peggy and Debbie will communicate with a homeowner regarding his request to change 

access of Drayton Hillside lot 16 to be from Puffin Place instead of from Night Heron 

Drive. The board is not opposed to Lot 16 being accessed from Puffin Place instead of 

Night Heron drive.  

 

Election of 2017 Officers 

An Election was held and Buzz Abercrombie was elected President of the SRA for 2017. 

John Binns made the following recommendations for the remaining officer positions and 

the board approved his selections: 

Peggy Richter will be Vice President. 

Greg Wendt will be Treasurer. 

Mark Theaman will be Secretary. 
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The Ad Hoc positions will be filled at the January 2017 meeting.  

Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

January 18, 2017 at 1:00 pm in the Semiahmoo Fire Station Conference Room.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________                   ________________________________ 

Mark Theaman, Secretary                                          Debbie Smith, Executive Director 

 

_________________________________________________                            ________________________________ 

Date                                                                                  Date 

APPENDIX A 

IRS Ruling – Statement of Compliance: 

Resolution of the Semiahmoo Resort Association, Inc. 

Re: Excess income applied to following year assessments 

 

WHEREAS the Semiahmoo Resort Association is a Washington corporation duly organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of Washington; and, 

WHEREAS, the members desire that the corporation shall act in full accordance with the rulings 

and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the members hereby adopt the following resolution by and on the behalf 

of the Semiahmoo Resort Association: 

RESOLVED, that any excess of membership income over membership expenses, for the year 

ended December 31, 2016 as defined in IRC Section 277, shall be applied against the subsequent 

tax years member assessments, as provided by IRS Revenue Ruling 70-604. 

 

This resolution is adopted and made a part of the minutes of the meeting of December 14, 2016. 

    By: _____________________________________ 

          President 

      Attested: _____________________________________ 

                      Secretary 


