
  

 

Dear Semiahmoo Residents, 

On behalf of the entire SRA Board of Directors, 

it’s my pleasure to introduce our new SRA 

General Manager, Mr. David Franklin, who will 

begin in this role on Feb 1st, 2022. 

 

David grew up in Whatcom County and 

graduated from Western Washington University 

with a degree in Environmental Economics.  He 

brings to the Semiahmoo leadership role, over 

20 years of community and resort management 

experience, most recently serving as General 

Manager of the Shelter Bay Community in La 

Conner since 2013.  Shelter Bay is a 

community comprised of two corporations 

including more than 950 homes and 2,000 

residents, a golf course, a 300-slip marina 



(both are owned and managed by the 

Association), a Level II sewage treatment plant, 

the potable water system, pools, and 

parks.  Adding depth to his experience, the 

Shelter Bay Community is subject to a complex 

land lease with the Swinomish Tribe.  The 

Shelter Bay annual budget is ~ $4M, 

approximately three times the SRA budget and 

includes a for-profit marina operation.  

   

Prior to Shelter Bay, David was GM at Snowater 

Resort, a 174-unit condominium property near 

Mt. Baker from 2005 – 2013 which employed ~ 

35 employees and an operating budget in 

excess of $2M.  As GM, he managed the 

remodel of their condominium buildings, 

clubhouses, and pools, ensured environmental 

compliance along the Nooksack River, and 

secured and managed over $180,000 in energy 

efficiency grants. 

 

David’s professional experience prepares him 

well for his role as the General Manager here at 

Semiahmoo.  Not only does he bring extensive 

knowledge of HOA and community 



management, he also brings project and 

personnel management skills, marketing 

experience, web and print strategy 

implementation, as well as community 

outreach success.  Complimenting this 

experience and knowledge is his 

magnanimous personality that was evident 

from the first meeting.    Six Board members 

interviewed David, and each felt his best 

attributes are his personality, energy, and 

desire for excellence which make him a great 

fit for our community.    

 

We are very fortunate to have someone the 

caliber of David Franklin as our next General 

Manager to lead our community forward.  We 

are planning a reception for him to coincide 

with the commencement of his employment.  It 

is our hope this will be an opportunity for us all 

to get acquainted with David and compare 

notes!  More details on that will follow in the 

weeks ahead. 

 

For an interesting and independent perspective 

on David’s tenure at Shelter Bay and what he 



 

brings to Semiahmoo, here’s an article on the 

announcement of his departure from Shelter 

Bay, featured in the December 15th edition of 

the La Conner Weekly News: 

https://laconnerweeklynews.com/Content/News/Ne

ws/Article/David-Franklin-leaving-helm-of-Shelter-

Bay/2/27/6672 

 

We look forward to a warm welcome for David 

from all of Semiahmoo! 

  

Doug Woods, President 

  

 

As the weather continues to remain cold with 

snow and freezing temperatures in the forecast 

through the weekend, the maintenance staff 

will be leaving all gates open to prevent any 

issues. We will continue to monitor and assess 

weather and we will update further next week. 
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