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UPDATE 

 Vehicle Prowls and Theft 
What We Know: 

Over this last weekend there were multiple reports of vehicle prowls and thefts in the 

St Andrews Green Neighborhood. Vehicles in driveways were broken into and one 

vehicle was reported stolen. Among the items reported stolen were four gate 

remotes. This has a profound impact on our gate security and there is no easy way 

to rectify the situation. It is likely multiple individuals now have access to Semiahmoo 

neighborhoods, and as is the pattern with car prowls, the perpetrators will likely 

return. 

  

Unfortunately, we don’t have any easy solutions for the members to secure the 

gates.  SRA gates have  antiquated gate openers and “dumb” remotes, which are all 

programmed with the same settings and cannot be individually identified and 

removed from the system. The old technology uses dip switch settings that match 

settings on the gate opener receivers. This means we have to change the settings 

on all the gate openers and all of the resident’s remotes, with the exception of 

Semiahmoo Shores, Marin, Pacific and Sea Smoke. As far as we can tell, 

something like this has not happened in recent memory. 

 



What SRA Plans to Do Next: 

Knowing that gate remotes were among items stolen, the SRA staff have been 

working on solutions to help keep our neighborhoods safe. We have been in contact 

with the Blaine PD, gate hardware and software companies, and the SRA Safety 

Committee chairman to develop and implement a plan to re-secure the gates and fire 

exits as quickly as possible. The plan consists of four main actions: 

1. Contact Vital Services  - SRA is in the process of contacting the Post 

Office, UPS, FED EX, fire, police, garbage to let them know of the changes 

needed if they use gate remotes so that services are not interrupted to the 

members. 

2. Police Patrol - We have requested extra patrols by the Blaine Police until we 

have the gates re-secured. 

3. Pacific Security Patrols -  We have asked Pacific Security for two patrols on 

Saturday and Sunday evenings. They will provide the service free of charge 

just as a promotion to see if we like their service. 

4. Change the Gate Settings- Gate settings will be changed Wednesday 

September 28th, 2022 between 8:00am and 12:00pm. At that time all 

gates will be left open to allow the maintenance crew and the community time 

to change over to the new settings.    

What Members Should Do: 

On Wednesday September 28, 2022, members should change their 

remote settings as follows: 

 

How to set the dip switches on your remote control 

Step One 



 

 

Step Two 



 

 

Step Three 



 

 

Step Four 



 

Step 5 



 

 

Last step 



 

If you have any questions or difficulties in understanding or performing the steps 

required to change the remotes, please call or stop by the office and we will be glad 

to assist.  

 



Other Important Member Actions: 

The best security measures really start with you, the individual members. If there is 

nothing for thieves to steal, they will move on, but if they keep being rewarded, they 

will return again. So please follow best practices below for your own protection and 

for the community as a whole: 

1. Put your car/truck in the garage if you have the room. 

2. If your vehicle must be outside, REMOVE THE GATE CLICKER, lock 

your car and don’t leave anything valuable in it. It takes seconds to break 

a window and rifle through your belongings. Take valuables inside when at 

home or put in the trunk. This includes stand-alone garage openers and the 

gate opener. 

3. Lock your garage at night by moving the lock switch on the wall garage 

opener. If you have a side door for the garage and it has a clear window, 

consider applying an opaque window covering. 

4. Install motion sensing lights and cameras with a recording capability. 

5. If you hear your garage door opening in the middle of the night you should 

call 911 rather than investigate it yourself. 

6. Lock all doors and windows to your home. If you have a security system 

be sure to arm it when you are away from the home and/or when you are 

asleep. 

7. If you experience a theft, no matter how insignificant, or if you see something 

that doesn't look right, call 911 immediately. One of law 

enforcements frustrations is that people are reluctant or delayed in calling 

911. 

Final Thoughts 

• SRA will send another announcement out early next week to remind 

members and update any of the information provided in this announcement. 

• The Safety Committee and staff are exploring less disruptive and secure 

solutions to stolen remotes and we hope to provide the Board with a report of 

those findings at their October meeting. 

• Please be vigilant, follow the advice provided, talk to your neighbors to make 

sure they are aware, and call 911 if you are a victim of a crime or see 

something suspicious. 



 

Stay safe. 

 

David Franklin, GM 

Semiahmoo Resort Association 

 

 

 


