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CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm.  

 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM: Ten of the board members were present, therefore a quorum was 

established.  Those present: Alec Berkman, Carole Gaasch, Mike Hayden, George McKinney, Ted 

Metz, Patricia Oliveros, Greg St. Pierre (Representing the Semiahmoo Resort) attended until 1:16 pm, 

Jennifer Plombon arrived at 1:10, David Ulis and Greg Wendt. 

Also, In Attendance: Debbie Smith, Executive Director, Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant and 

Note taker. (Lori Thorne attended until 3:15 pm and was excused while personnel matters were 

discussed). 

 

MEETING MINUTES: The February 20, 2019, minutes were approved as distributed.  

 

A motion was adopted to Amend the December 12, 2018, minutes adding the following statement 

regarding Excess Earnings: 

 

A motion was adopted to move the excess earnings over budget of $45,000 to the Future Building 

Reserve, bringing the balance to $192,477 in said account. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1. Financial Report: Debbie presented preliminary February financial statements (Profit & Loss 

Budget vs. Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet, Cash Fund Balances and Certificate of 

Deposit (CD) Schedule). The report was preliminary due to the Financial Audit currently 

underway.  The Accounts Receivable Aging Summary was discussed during Executive Session.  

 

2. Insurance Policy: A quote to increase the Umbrella insurance policy to 5,000,000 is still 

forthcoming. 

 

3. CD Schedule: The SRA is on schedule to have a CD mature monthly.  

 

Old Business:  

a) Carnoustie Homeowner’s Association and Bioswale Maintenance: The report presented 

to the board in 2018 by residents in Drayton Hillside was sent to the Carnoustie Declarant for 

review. No response has been received to date.  

 

b) Water Drainage issues affecting Goldfinch Way:  The ice and snow had prevented 

Maintenance Foreman Justin Cleere from assessing the situation or taking any action.  He will 

continue to review this matter with the assistance of Ted Metz, Maintenance Committee 

Chair.    
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c) Reserve Study: The necessary forms will be completed once the   2018 audit is complete. 

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 

1. Resort Semiahmoo/ Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club (SG & CC) Liaison – Greg St. Pierre: A 

project has begun to replace sod and renovate tees.  Packers Kitchen and Bar will have seasonal 

hours for food until April, with lunch from 12 pm -2 pm and a happy hour menu from 2 pm until 5 

pm, after which they will offer the full dinner menu. The summer barbeque menu will offer a la carte 

pricing, instead of a buffet. The Semiahmoo Resort has decided not to install irrigation throughout 

the parking lot adjacent to the Marin buildings and to only install irrigation in the endcaps and to use 

bladders to hydrate the trees as was done last year.  

 

2. Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Liaison – David Ulis: The ASC Meeting minutes 

dated February 14, 2019 were noted.  A memo dated March 15, 2019 from the ASC recommended 

that the board approve the use of Longboard© Extruded Aluminum Siding 6” V-Groove Planks with 

wood grain and solid color finish and 60 mm Carlisle Sure-Weld TPO Reinforced Membrane 

Roofing on the project currently known as Marin Building C. The ASC recommends the use of this 

specific manufacturer’s brand and color and only for the Marin C project. If other applications or 

materials are submitted to the ASC in the future, a recommendation will be sent to the Board on a 

case-by-case basis. A motion was adopted to approve the use of the materials as outlined above.  The 

board reviewed a draft of the new Standards for Residential Construction that the ASC has been 

working on. The board discussed items to be considered for the standards in the future such as, 

suggesting companies use green materials, and discouraging the use of cedar shakes.  Rules allowing 

for solar panels are a state law. Greg Wendt intends to request that the City of Blaine do a better job 

of notifying the SRA as soon as a submission is received that may impact SRA residents. Alec 

Berkman and Ted Metz volunteered to monitor submissions for future developments that are either 

in the SRA, or near SRA neighborhoods.  

   

3. Maintenance Committee – Ted Metz:  The SRA board continues to seek counsel regarding the 

damage to the Beach Access Stairs in Boundary Ridge II and hopes to have at least a portion of the 

repair-work paid for by insurance. Sign and Gate posts are being switched out for anodized posts 

when they are ready for replacement. Stop signs will no longer be wood framed, which will 

hopefully make them more visible to drivers. A Maintenance Tour of the neighborhoods to ensure 

that standards are being adhered to will take place next week.  The maintenance staff will no longer 

brush back undeveloped lots, so it is imperative that undeveloped lot owners be held accountable for 

brushing back lots and ensuring that tree branches are no lower than 14 feet over roadways so as not 

to create an obstacle for trucks.  
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4. Planning Commission Liaison – Alec Berkman: An email dated March 5, 2019, from Alec 

Berkman to Stacie Pratschner, Community Development Director for the City of Blaine, asking for 

collaboration between the SRA and the City of Blaine to preserve the harmony of the neighborhoods 

along the Semiahmoo Parkway and to revisit the municipal codes regarding density was reviewed. 

The letter requested the Net Acreage calculation requirement should be evenly applied to all 

development pursuant to the Blaine Municipal Code and that any development applications in 

process or considered in the future should be treated similarly in order to preserve the most 

important assets of Blaine such as Semiahmoo Parkway. The SRA Email News sent on March 14, 

2019, requesting voluntary contributions to a legal fund, specifically to preserve the Parkway and 

property values by requesting the city reduce the density allowable in neighboring developments not 

included in the SRA was noted. A letter to the City of Blaine Community Development Director 

from the lawyer engaged to represent the SRA’s interest in this matter dated February 27, 2019, was 

also noted.  Alec reported to the Board that there would be a work session between the Blaine City 

Council and City staff regarding Woodberry prior to the City Council meeting on March 25, 2019. 

The period for public comment on Woodberry has been closed, but Greg Wendt, Alec Berkman, and 

Michael Hayden all said they would attend both the work session and the meeting.  Alec and 

Michael will work together and draft an email news to be distributed encouraging that as many 

community members as possible attend both the work session and the meeting.  

 

5. Membership Communication and Community Courier (David Steward, Editor) – Jennifer 

Plombon:  The 2019 Spring Courier will be ready for distribution later this week. A few reminders 

to the members to follow rules regarding pet waste and yard waste will go out via SRA Email News 

very soon.  

 

6. Legal Liaison - Michael Hayden: Michael had reviewed brochures from the Human Rights 

Commission recommending ways to provide accommodations for people of disabilities; however, he 

questioned whether they applied to the SRA as the SRA does not “provide housing”. He will call the 

representative from the State of Washington Human Rights Commission for clarification. All other 

matters were discussed during Executive Session. 

 

7. Facilities Committee- Greg, Ted, George and Patricia: A motion was made to adopt a resolution 

for the purchase of Lot A-2 (5787 Semiahmoo Drive) as shown on the Sea Smoke Tract “A” Short 

Plat (recorded under No. 2019-0202182) within the City of Blaine, Washington for the purpose of 

constructing an office and maintenance facility and to authorize the following individuals to execute 

all documents for the negotiation and purchase of the land, as well as any documents to secure and 

finalize any loans for the land purchase as well as construction financing: Greg Wendt, Alec 

Berkman, Patricia Oliveros and Debbie Smith. It is anticipated that construction will begin mid-

April.  Ted was able to coordinate a meeting on the property with Cascade Natural Gas, and a 

representative from M-KOV, and it was determined that the gas line will run in the same trench as 

the water and utilities. Ted also confirmed that the SRA Maintenance Staff will be able to continue 
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filling the sweeper with water from the city, so there is no need for the new facility to have 2” water 

lines.  Bob Lupul has volunteered to manage the subcontractors for the facility. The board formally 

adopted a motion to buy materials and begin the construction of the SRA Maintenance and 

Administration Facility as had previously been approved of by email.  

 

New Business 

 

a) Appoint 2019 Election Committee Members: A motion was adopted to appoint Helen Worley 

and David Steward to the 2019 Election Committee.  Incumbent member Michael Coltart will 

serve his second year on the Committee. The board plans to meet with the Election Committee 

soon to discuss characteristics and experience that would be ideal for prospective board members 

to have.  

b) Purchases by Qualified Investors other than Individual: Alec reported to the board that an 

entity (a self-directed IRA) that owns a house under construction and two undeveloped lots had 

provided a check for the security deposit as required while the house is under construction. The 

check went to Whatcom Land Title who set up an escrow account with People’s Bank. It is by 

our direction that the check be made payable to People’s Bank.  People’s Bank did not deposit 

the check into an account because they believed they could not deposit a check from a self-

directed IRA, even though they were not a party to the IRA account. Additionally, the bank held 

the check for many months without informing us.  This issue has never come up before with any 

other owner or builder.  Alec will advise the owner that there is no obligation to work with 

Whatcom Land Title and that a different title company may be able to work with the check from 

the IRA account.  Because of timing, this first property is eligible to post a bond under our old 

guidelines.  Alec said he would work with the beneficiary of the IRA to resolve the issue going 

forward.  

c) Amend Bylaws: Debbie recommended that page 9 of the bylaws be revised. A motion was 

adopted to amend the Bylaws as follows: 

Section 7.2 Other Rights and Obligations.  The Association has agreed pursuant to Article III of the 

articles of incorporation, to assume, accept and perform all obligations and duties of the 

“Association” as set forth in the Declaration.  All the relative rights and duties of the Association and 

the members as therein prescribed shall be binding on said parties to the same extent as if set forth in 

full in these bylaws. The Declaration has been recorded under No. 1492055, as amended and restated 

under 2017-1003807, together with all additional amendments thereof, including without limitations, 

2018-1201175, and recorded amendments of in the records of Whatcom County, Washington. In the 

case of a conflict or inconsistency between these bylaws and the Declaration, the Declaration shall 

control. 

 

The following paragraph above the signature lines was also removed: 
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The officers are authorized to sign the amended bylaws pursuant to a majority vote of the general 

membership in favor of the amended bylaws pursuant to a duly notified meeting on the 1st day of 

November 2008, by a vote of 48.34% for approving the amended bylaws and a vote of 0.92% 

against the amended bylaws. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 2:57 pm to discuss the following matters 

requiring confidentiality: 

 

1. Trees in Violation of the View Control Policy. 

2. Status of Delinquent Accounts and efforts to collect. 

3. The letter from the State of Washington Human Rights Commission regarding speed bumps. 

4. Community Rules Violation. 

5. Personnel Issues. 

 

The board reconvened into regular session at 3:27 pm with the following results:  

 

1. On the Trees in Violation of the View Control Plan: The property owners sent an email saying 

that they are preparing a response and the SRA can expect it within 30 days.  

 

2. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts: There are currently 17 members in arears on their SRA 

dues payments. Those accounts have been assessed late fees and interest, and the SRA will 

continue to make all efforts necessary to collect.  

 

3. On the letter from the State of Washington Human Rights Commission regarding speed 

bumps: This subject was tabled until a response is received from the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development. 

 

4.  Community Rules Violation: In response to a letter warning an SRA member that they were in 

violation of the Community Rules, the member has communicated that they no longer want to 

address the board, nor do they have an issue with the SRA staff. 

 

5. Personnel Issues: A subcommittee was formed to review wages and benefits, and a meeting will 

take place in the near future. 

 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.  The next meeting will be held on April 17, 2019, at 

the SRA Office, 8484 Horizon Drive, Blaine, WA 98230. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________                 __________________________________ 

Michael Hayden, Secretary                              Debbie Smith, Executive Director    
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_______________________________                                      ________________________________                  

Date                                                                                Date 


