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CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm.  

 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM: Nine of the board members were present, therefore a quorum was 

established.  Those present: Alec Berkman, Carole Gaasch, Mike Hayden, Ted Metz, Patricia Oliveros, 

Greg St. Pierre (Representing the Semiahmoo Resort) attended until 3:00 pm, Jennifer Plombon, David 

Ulis and Greg Wendt. 

Absent: George McKinney. 

Guests: Carlye Gillespie, (Archer Halliday, PS Accountant for the SRA) via teleconference (attended 

from 1:05 pm until 1:15 pm). Election Committee Members Helen Worley (attended from 1:05 pm to 

1:45 pm) and Michael Coltart (attended from 1:10 pm until 1:45 pm). Election Committee Member 

David Steward was absent.  

Also, In Attendance: Debbie Smith, Executive Director, Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant and 

Note taker.  

 

MEETING MINUTES: The March 20, 2019 minutes were approved as distributed.  

 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1. Financial Report: Debbie presented preliminary March financial statements (Profit & Loss 

Budget vs. Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet, Cash Fund Balances and Certificate of 

Deposit (CD) Schedule). The report was preliminary due to the Financial Audit still needing to 

be finalized.  The Accounts Receivable Aging Summary was discussed during Executive 

Session. 

 

2. Treasurer’s Report: Alec reported that the next CD to mature will be likely reinvested to earn 

2.5%.  The donations to the Legal Fund set up for representing SRA residents’ interest regarding 

the Woodberry Development collected enough funds to cover the legal expenses that were 

incurred and will have a remaining balance of $5,000, for future legal expenses of that nature. 

 

3. Maintenance Department News:  Jesse Monks and Nicholai Fredericks joined the SRA 

Maintenance Staff in early April. The revamp of the Prestwick Village Cul de sac has been 

completed. 

 

4. Beach Access Stairs in Boundary Ridge:  Alec, Michael, and Debbie had met with a 

representative from the SRA’s insurer who will determine whether the stairs are covered by the 

SRA’s insurance policy. 
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5. Horizon Sales Office Lease: The SRA’s lease of the Horizon Sales Office, has been extended 

until September 30, 2019. 

 

6. Upcoming Vacation: Debbie reminded the board that she will be on vacation May 13, 2019 

through May 27, 2019. 

 

GUEST PRESENTATION:  Carlye Gillespie presented the 2018 Draft Audit via teleconference.  

Carlye stated that Archer Halliday, PS Certified Public Accountants & Consultants have concluded that 

they are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the accompanying financial 

statements in order for the SRA to be in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 

United States of America.  There was no significant change from 2017 to 2018.  A motion was adopted 

to approve the 2018 Audit by Archer Halliday, PS. 

 

Old Business:  

 

a) Carnoustie Homeowner’s Association and Bioswale Maintenance: Greg reported that 

Debbie had provided to Ben Daniels, lawyer for the Carnoustie Declarant, a copy of the report 

that Drayton Hillside Residents had presented to the SRA board of directors on May 9, 2018, 

and to date there has not been a response. Debbie will follow up with Mr. Daniels. 

 

b) Water Drainage Issues Affecting Goldfinch Way: Ted reported that he had reviewed the 

matter with Justin Cleere, Maintenance Foreman and Justin will be loosening up the soil to 

ensure the pipe is functioning. 

 

c) Reserve Study: Debbie and Alec will begin the process now that the Audit is complete. 

 

d) Purchases by Qualified Investors Other Than Individual: Alec reported that he had 

communicated with the owner of a property who had verbally committed that he would get a 

security bond in place of a cash deposit for completion of construction and landscaping.  If 

the owner does not follow through, a stop work order will be placed on his house currently 

under construction. 

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 

1. Resort Semiahmoo/ Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club (SG & CC) Liaison – Greg St. Pierre: 

Greg reported that the hotel has given permission to the owners of Marin C for construction 

materials to be staged in the parking lot. In the parking lot, which is owned and maintained by the 

hotel, but located in front of the Marin buildings, one of the medians may be torn apart and they are 

in talks with the developers of Marin C to have irrigation installed.  The medians in that parking area 

will likely be landscaped with beauty bark, rhododendrons, and creeping myrtle. The tennis courts at 

the Resort will only be used for pickleball now, but tennis can be played on the courts near the golf 

club. The golf simulator is being relocated to the Golf Club and may be called “The Eagle’s Nest” 

and will likely open by May 4, 2019. The irrigation project on the golf course is in progress.  The 
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SRA will be notified in the future whenever Semiahmoo Golf Club projects impact the 

neighborhood with things like gate closures due to the need to lay irrigation piping across SRA 

owned streets. Shuttle service to and from the Resort will no longer be offered.  

 

2. Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Liaison – David Ulis: The ASC Meeting minutes 

dated March 14, 2019, and March 28, 2019 were noted.  The memo dated April 12, 2019 regarding 

the Standards for Residential Construction Follow-up was noted. The new Standards for Residential 

Construction were implemented on Aril 1, 2019.  Undeveloped Lot Maintenance and the 

Chronology, supporting Documents (including the View Control Letter and Plan) were noted.  A 

letter will go out to all undeveloped lot owners reminding them of their responsibility to maintain 

their property.  Inspections by ASC members of undeveloped lots are now on a schedule. The board 

discussed whether undeveloped lots should be completely cleared of brush and scrub trees and have 

a park like appearance.  Some prefer the cleared aesthetic and would like to avoid undeveloped lots 

being a potential fire hazard.  Others prefer natural green space and the habitat for wildlife. The 

current standards for undeveloped lots require a ten-foot buffer be cleared around the lot (the bare 

minimum). The board would like to discuss this matter further with the ASC and Debbie will 

schedule their attendance at the next ASC meeting.  

   

3. Maintenance Committee – Ted Metz: A lot of work is being accomplished now that there are four 

maintenance employees.    

 

4. Planning Commission Liaison – Alec Berkman: Communications between Alec, the City of 

Blaine, and the Woodberry Developer discussing City of Blaine Ordinance 19-2926, the Woodberry 

PUD and Plat Approval with Ordinance were reviewed. Alec reported that appealing to Superior 

Court would be expensive.  Alec, Greg Wendt, and resident Rick Beauregard were going to be 

interviewed by The Northern Light.  The City of Blaine has not provided a definitive answer to the 

question of how Woodberry was removed from the Resort Semiahmoo Master Plan in the first place.  

The City Staff has been directed to find out the answer.  Alec told Greg St. Pierre that he felt it 

would make a difference to the city if the owner of the resort, or representatives of Columbia 

Hospitality (Resort Semiahmoo Management) gave their opinion to the City of Blaine, as the Resort 

Semiahmoo is a large employer and generates a large amount of the City of Blaine’s revenues.  

 

5. Membership Communication and Community Courier (David Steward, Editor) – Jennifer 

Plombon:  For the next edition of the newsletter, Jennifer suggested that she interview Ted and 

Justin to introduce the Maintenance Department to the SRA members and give an overview of what 

they do to maintain the common areas within SRA neighborhoods.  Debbie will make the 

arrangements for the interview. 

 

6. Legal Liaison - Michael Hayden: Michael reported to the board that he had received feedback for 

an inquiry he had made to the Human Rights Commission regarding whether the packet of materials 
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they had sent to the SRA applied to Homeowners Associations.  It does apply to the extent that the 

SRA provides access and egress to homes.  The SRA met the Reasonableness Standard for people 

with disabilities because there are three routes by which residents can access their homes within the 

St. Andrews Green neighborhood.  

 

7. Facilities Committee- Greg, Ted, George and Patricia: Greg reported that Bob Lupul had 

provided a Consultation Agreement and has given some suggestions on ways the SRA can save 

money.  A motion was adopted to sign the agreement and hire Mr. Lupul. Patricia Oliveros has 

redesigned the office interior to provide a better flow.  She will see if an engineer can sign off on the 

plans.  The SRA will need to be diligent about keeping the drain pipe clear that runs from the facility 

and flows through the piping located in the Boundary Ridge I & II neighborhoods. The financing is 

moving forward, and the SRA should receive invoices soon from M-KOV, Inc.  Pioneer Post will 

begin their part of the construction soon. The SRA will also have to install lighting on the American 

Disability Act compliant walkway and railing.  

 

New Business 

 

a) Election Committee Materials: The board discussed with Election Committee Members’ 

Michael Coltart and Helen Worley the desired traits that would be an asset to have on the board.  

There will be two current board members who are eligible to run for subsequent terms and a total 

of five seats available. The board would like for future members to have experience in the 

following fields: finance, construction or maintenance, infrastructure, working with government 

and bureaucracy, or marketing. They urged the Election Committee to communicate to members 

that even if they do not qualify to run for the board or cannot commit to being a board member, 

there are many opportunities to serve the community as a part of a subcommittee, being a 

member of the Election Committee or Garden Consultants, or by submitting articles for the 

Community Courier. Greg will send the members of the Election Committee his list of desired 

traits for prospective board members to have.  

b) Amend Bylaws Section 4.2: After a discussion of the Bylaws and reasons why some residents 

are reluctant to run for a seat on the board, a motion was adopted to amend the Bylaws Section 

4.2 to change the term limits for board members to stand for re-election to the board from two 

consecutive terms to three consecutive terms effective January 1, 2020. If re-elected to a third 

term, a member must vacate the board for one year before running for election again.    

c) Amend Bylaws Section 4.2: A motion was adopted to amend Bylaws Section 4.2 so the 

definition of “Qualification” for candidacy for a position on the SRA Board of Directors (Board 

Member) be to require ownership and residency in the Semiahmoo Resort Community for six 

months and one day on or before membership on the Board becomes effective. 
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d)  Recent Unusual Activity in Neighborhoods:  The board discussed a few recent burglaries that 

have taken place in Semiahmoo neighborhoods, and if they were preventable. The board will 

continue to work with law enforcement on matters of community safety.  Ted said there is one 

camera installed at St Andrews Green Gate 3 currently.  The idea of installing additional cameras 

has been discussed.  Ideally it would be a system that allowed the SRA staff to download the 

images wirelessly, instead of the current set up which requires a secured disk to be physically 

brought to a computer to access the data.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 3:41pm to discuss the following matters 

requiring confidentiality: 

 

1. Trees in Violation of the View Control Policy. 

2. Status of Delinquent Accounts and efforts to collect. 

3. The letter from the State of Washington Human Rights Commission regarding speed bumps. 

 

The board reconvened into regular session at 3:53 pm with the following results:  

 

1. On the Trees in Violation of the View Control Plan: The SRA has received a letter from a 

lawyer representing the member who were fined by the SRA. The SRA will allow it’s lawyer to 

represent the SRA ‘s interest in this matter.  

 

2. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts: There are currently 10 members in arrears on their SRA 

dues payments. Those accounts have been assessed late fees and interest, and now will be sent 

intent to lien letters.  

 

3. On the letter from the State of Washington Human Rights Commission regarding speed 

bumps: This subject is tabled awaiting further response from the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development.  
 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 3:54 pm.  The next meeting will be held on May 8, 2019 at the 

SRA Office, 8484 Horizon Drive, Blaine, WA 98230. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________                 __________________________________ 

Michael Hayden, Secretary                              Debbie Smith, Executive Director    

 

_______________________________                                      ________________________________                  

Date                                                                                Date 


