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CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM:  Eight of the board members were present, therefore a 

quorum was established.  Those present: Arthur “Buzz” Abercrombie, Jay Ebert, Neal 

Engledow, Christopher Hutsen (left at 1:45 pm), Ted Metz, Peggy Richter, Mark Theaman and 

Greg Wendt. 

Absent: George McKinney. 

Also In Attendance: Debbie Smith, Executive Director, Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant 

and Note taker.  

GUESTS: Stan Monks and Bill Bullock, Assistant Public Works Director, City of Blaine 

presented on Emergency preparedness and left at 1:50 pm. Martin Conyac attended until 1:50 pm 

as well. Mike Myers arrived at 1:25 and left at 3:18 pm. 

MEETING MINUTES: The March 15, 2017 minutes were approved as distributed. 
 

Guest Presentation: Stan Monks presented his analysis of the Semiahmoo Water System and 

the potential for contamination, water shortage, or flooding in an emergency event like an 

earthquake.  His opinion is that Semiahmoo is isolated and residents cannot rely on utility 

workers from the City of Blaine to respond quickly enough to adequately protect the Semiahmoo 

Water System. He recommends the SRA establish a group responsible for planning, coordinating 

and implementing all emergency management efforts within Semiahmoo. He would like for the 

SRA to be given the authority to shut off the main valve to the Semiahmoo reservoir.  He 

suggests that at least two residents who live close to the reservoir be given the knowledge and 

capability to shut off the main valve to the reservoir, and that the neighborhood CERTs 

(Certified Emergency Response Teams) be given training to shut off valves as required (under 

the authority of the SRA).  The SRA has received a number of emails from residents who share 

Mr. Monk’s concern about the Semiahmoo Water System. 
 

Bill Bullock, Assistant Public Works Director, City of Blaine disagrees with Mr. Monks’ 

recommendations.  His opinion is that Semiahmoo is not isolated, and there are multiple routes 

to Semiahmoo including driving further south and up through Birch Bay.  Training individuals to 

shut off water lines is problematic for a number of reasons.  One reason is that in an emergency it 

may be necessary for the water system to remain operational, leaks notwithstanding, if water is 

needed for fire suppression.  Another is that the required certification is expensive and can only 

be given to full time utility workers.  The City has utility workers who will be able to assess the 

lines using telemetry and can shut off lines remotely or manually if necessary. The City of Blaine 

has additional support from Birch Bay Water and Sewer. His recommendation is that in the event 

of an emergency, residents should have their own water storage plans in place.  Shut off water 

heaters and store water in containers or even in your bathtub.  If you have a water leak in your 

home you should turn off the water shut-off valve in your home, not at the water meter. Anyone 
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who detects a leak should communicate with the City (in case phones are not operational, you 

may want to find out who in your area has a HAM radio) who will coordinate with the utility 

workers trained to assess and shut off water valves. Additionally, the SRA could be held liable if 

water was shut off unnecessarily and property was damaged due to a fire that could not be fought 

because there was no water available.   He also shared the contents of his “Go Pack” he would 

grab in case of an emergency.  This pack contains the items that would be utilized for survival 

and comfort in the event of a disaster. For more information or suggestions on packing your own 

“Go Pack” please visit whatcomready.org and click on the preparedness link.    
 

After a brief question and answer period the board thanked both gentlemen for their time and 

said they would discuss Mr. Monks’ requests further. (At this time Messrs. Monks, Bullock and 

Conyac took their leave.) 
 

There was a discussion of Mr. Monks’ requests which resulted in the conclusion that although 

the board applauds his efforts, and agrees that it is prudent for Semiahmoo residents to be 

prepared for emergency situations, the board does not have the authority to grant citizens the 

permission to access the water valves and shut off water as they feel necessary.  Additionally 

there is the concern of being held liable for the fire department or a homeowner not having 

access to water when needed to fight fires.  In regard to Mr. Monks’ request that the SRA create 

a group responsible for planning coordinating and implementing all emergency management 

efforts within Semiahmoo, the board reviewed the SRA’s current involvement in Emergency 

Preparedness. Ted Metz is the Emergency Preparedness Ad Hoc board member. There are links 

to Whatcom County’s Emergency Preparedness website on the SRA website, the SRA has 

provided communication on the subject in SRA Email News, and also guest speaker Mary Lou 

Steward spoke on the subject at the SRA Annual Meeting. It is not realistic to count on the SRA 

staff being responsible for disaster relief.  If a disaster or emergency happens, they may not be in 

Semiahmoo or able to reach it if roads and bridges are out.  Moreover, they may have to deal 

with emergencies of their own/their families first.  It is up to each household to be prepared to 

survive without outside assistance, as help may not be immediately available. The SRA will 

continue to support the Map My Neighborhood program as well as CERTs, and to encourage 

residents to be prepared.   
 

A response to Stan Monks regarding his request will be sent to him.  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

1. Financial Report: Debbie presented the March financial statements (Profit & Loss Budget 

vs. Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet and Cash Fund Balances). There were no 

significant changes since February. The Account Receivable Aging Summary was 

discussed in executive session. A motion was adopted to accept the financial statements 

as presented.  

http://www.whatcomready.org/
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2. Beachwalker Villas Signs: New entry signs are under construction. 
 

3. Annual Healthcare Policy Renewal: The Employee Healthcare Policy was renewed 

under budget.  
 

4. Semiahmoo Blood Drive: The board was in support of the Semiahmoo Blood Drive 

being held in July of 2017.  More details to follow. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

a) Amended Investment Policy- Greg presented his suggested revision to the SRA 

Investment Objectives and Policy (SIOP) as follows “Our investment with any issuer 

should not exceed this threshold unless the regulation changes SRA Board of 

Directors reviews the investments in issuing institution and determines that the risk to 

exceeding the SIPC limit is minimal and as long as the individual investments meet 

the FDIC limits”.  A motion was adopted accepting the revision to the SIOP.  Greg 

also shared that the CDs (Certificate of Deposit) purchased by the SRA have rolled 

over and are now obtaining almost 1% interest on them.  Additionally he mentioned 

that one CD is on a six month roll over in order to line it up with our attempt to have 

a monthly maturation to facilitate meeting expenses if required. 
 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS   

1. Resort Semiahmoo/ Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club (SG & CC) Liaison – 

Christopher Hutsen: No report due to Christopher having to leave early. 
 

2. City of Blaine Liaison_- George McKinney & Jay Ebert: Jay reported that the Port is 

enhancing Blaine Marina, and hopes to encourage more leisure boaters to visit Blaine.  

The City of Blaine will be expanding the downtown sidewalk area.  A plan to build a 

“lighthouse themed” building to house a Starbucks in downtown Blaine has been filed. 

Next to the Chevron station, there is a plan to build a Fish & Chips restaurant.   
 

3. Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs) –Mark Theaman: Mark 

complimented ASC Member Ken Johns on the work he has accomplished cleaning up 

Article X, on behalf of the ASC. The ASC will meet on Friday April 21, 2017 to review 

the proposed revisions to Article X before submitting it to the CC&R Committee.  Peggy 

commented that the proposed changes to the CC&Rs will be focused primarily on  

removing references to the Declarant, cleaning up of Article X which addresses the ASC 

(moving items that do not belong there to more appropriate spaces), and revising sections 

IV and IX for clarity. 
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4. Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Liaison – The ASC minutes dated 3/23/17 

and draft minutes dated 4/13/17 were noted.   
 

5. Emergency Preparedness - Ted Metz: This topic was discussed in connection with the 

guest presentations.  
 

6. Maintenance Committee – Ted Metz and Jay Ebert: Ted reviewed the Maintenance 

Tour that took place in February and said that overall the community was in good shape 

considering it was winter.  Greg shared with the board the price quotes that Justin Cleere, 

Maintenance Foreman, had received for the crack filling of roads.  Greg and Justin 

recommend that the job be awarded to Highline Pavement Maintenance Inc.  A motion 

was adopted awarding the crack fill repair contract to Highline Pavement Maintenance 

Inc. 
 

7. Blaine Public Works Liaison – Ted Metz and Jay Ebert: No new information at this 

time.  
 

8. Membership Communication and Community Courier (David Steward, Editor) - 

Neal Engledow: Neal reported that the SRA website has been kicked up a level and is 

easier to navigate, due to the efforts of Lori Thorne.  In a continued effort to obtain email 

addresses from residents who have not previously provided one to the SRA, a postcard 

will be sent to residents to remind them of how important it is to stay connected to the 

community via the website and the SRA Email News.  Good communication with 

membership will be vital as the Annual Meeting and voting issues get closer. 
 

9. Legal Liaison - Peggy Richter: Peggy reviewed this topic in executive session. 
 

10. Facilities Committee - Greg, Ted, George, Mark & Debbie: Greg reviewed the 

Request for Quotation he drafted for either the repair or removal of the Beach Access 

Stairs located in the Boundary Ridge II neighborhood.  Minor edits still need to be made 

and then it will be sent out to at least five companies.  An advertisement will be placed in 

The Bellingham Herald as well as The Northern Light.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 

a) Fill Director Vacancy- Buzz Abercrombie: Buzz reported that Don Hardy had resigned 

from the board.  A candidate was proposed and after a brief discussion a motion was 

adopted to appoint David Ulis to the board to complete Mr. Hardy's two-year term ending 

on 12/31/18.  David will also be the ASC Liaison. 
 

b) Appoint Election Committee Member: Debbie shared with the board that David 

Steward had volunteered to serve on the 2017 Election Committee.  A motion was 
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adopted appointing David Steward to the 2017 Election Committee for a two-year term.  

The board also agreed to move the deadline for volunteers to May 1, 2017 as there is still 

one seat needing to be filled. 
 

c) Draft 2017 Reserve Study: The draft 2017 Reserve Study was reviewed.  Treasurer 

Greg Wendt pointed out that the amount needed for Fully Funded Status has increased 

and it may be necessary to raise the reserve assessment amount. A motion was adopted to 

approve the 2017 Reserve Study. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 3:18 pm to discuss the following 

matters requiring confidentiality: 

1. Status of Delinquent Accounts and efforts to collect. 

2. Community Rules Enforcement 

3. Personnel Issue 
 

The board reconvened into regular session at 3:42 pm with the following results:  

1. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts: The SRA will continue its ongoing efforts to 

collect the delinquent accounts and will determine the appropriate action to be taken on a 

case- by-case basis.  A motion was adopted to obtain an estimate for attorney fees as it 

relates to one of the cases. 
 

2. On CC&R/Community Rules Enforcement: The SRA continues to pursue holding 

members accountable for adhering to the CC&Rs, and will apply fines when appropriate.  
 

3. On the Personnel Issue: Debbie reported to the board that an ongoing personnel issue 

was successfully resolved. 
 

Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 3:43pm. The next meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at 1:00 pm in the Semiahmoo Fire Station Conference Room.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

___________________________________                   ________________________________ 

Mark Theaman, Secretary                                               Debbie Smith, Executive Director    

 

_______________________________                                      ________________________________                  

Date                                                                                  Date 


