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CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  

 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM: Nine of the board members were present via Zoom, 

therefore a quorum was established. Those present: Alec Berkman, Carole Gaasch, Julia Green, 

Paul Greenough, Michael Hayden, Bill McNally, Patricia Oliveros, Jennifer Plombon, and David 

Ulis. Wally Greenough was also in attendance as ASC Liaison.  

Absent: Nicole Newton 

 Staff In Attendance: Debbie Smith, SRA Executive Director and Lori Thorne, Administrative 

Assistant and Note taker, and Ken Johns, Construction Compliance Consultant. 

Guests Observers: SRA Members: Paul Atchison, Christopher Hutton, and Edwin Diaz. 

 

SRA Board President Alec Berkman reviewed the Guidelines for the Online meeting.  

 

MEETING MINUTES: The May 14, 2020 minutes were approved as distributed. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

1. ASC, Wally Greenough: Wally reviewed the topics below: 

 

• The ASC Meeting Minutes dated May 28, 2020 were noted. 

• The ASC has recommended the definition of footprint coverage be amended to exclude 

patios and roof overhangs over decks and patios from the calculations when calculating 

the footprint of a home.  A motion was adopted to amend the footprint coverage policy in 

the Standards for Residential Construction as recommended by the ASC after omitting a 

sentence that stated that Neighborhood Homeowners Associations policies would be 

subordinate to the SRA Policy. In all cases the strictest policy will be the one applied to a 

home submission. All active Neighborhood Homeowners Associations will be notified of 

the change to the SRA’s policy on calculating the footprint of a home.  

• The ASC is considering changes to the Standards for Residential Construction such as: 

▪ Guidance for obscuring amateur radio antennas. Wally will communicate 

with members of the local emergency communication club to ensure that 

there is a common position from the members who have radio antennas. 

▪ Standardizing the colors used for marking trees. Tree markings could be 

coded, red means “no”, and green means “go” ahead and remove it. 

▪ Requiring that the ASC receive a PDF of every landscape plan that is 

submitted.  

▪ The ASC will be asking that New House Submissions come with a 3D 

rendering of what the house will look like. 
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▪ An owner/builder of a lot in Drayton Hillside will be asked to submit a 

new landscape plan due to significant changes that have been made. 

▪ A fine will be recommended for an owner who has built retaining walls 

and a utility screen without authorization from the ASC. 

▪ The ASC is endeavoring to have a face to face meeting with the builders 

of the Pacific Point building (formerly known as Marin C) to discuss the 

stair buffers.  

▪ The board discussed the current policy of notifying immediate neighbors 

when there are house plans available to be viewed for a potential new 

home. The board asked that Debbie and the administrative staff consider 

providing the PDF files and notifications to the entire neighborhood. 

 

2. Communications Committee, David Ulis: Nothing new to report.  The Committee is 

following up on previous communications such as the letter informing members about the 

various Neighborhood Homeowners Associations within the SRA. 

 

3. Environmental Committee, Jennifer Plombon: Jennifer reported that the committee 

published two articles in the SRA Email News. One on Giant Asian Hornets and one on 

Alternatives to Herbicides. Correspondence with members concerned about line drying 

was reviewed. Correspondence with a member regarding the use of herbicides was 

reviewed, and that member may be considering joining the environmental committee.  A 

proposal for allowing garage sales within the gates is being prepared.  A meeting will be 

scheduled with Justin Cleere, Director of Maintenance Operations to discuss best 

environmentally sound practices for the flower beds outside the gates. Jennifer also 

reported that a fourth Giant Asian Hornet was discovered in Whatcom County as of June 

25, 2020. She is also preparing an article on the Green Crabs that have been found in 

Drayton Harbor, and why that is concerning. 

 

4. Finance, Julia Green:  

• Financial Report: Debbie presented preliminary May financial statements (Profit & 

Loss Budget vs. Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet, Cash Fund Balances 

and Certificate of Deposit (CD) Schedule). Alec requested that Debbie and Julia 

investigate the possible impact of new home submissions being restricted by the city 

due to COVID 19 restrictions. The report was preliminary due to the fact that the 

2019 year-end Financial Review is currently underway by Archer Halliday. Alec 

recommended researching other firms for future audits/financial reviews. The 

Accounts Receivable Aging Summary was discussed during Executive Session. 
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• When recently reinvesting a CD that had matured, Julia held some cash out in case it 

is needed due to the possibility that the SRA could experience issues with dues 

collections this year due to COVID 19. 

• Julia is looking into grants specific to stormwater grants from the Department of 

Ecology. She needs guidance on what type of entity the membership is.  

• Debbie is watching CAI for updates on the State mandated restrictions placed on 

HOA’s to not collect fines during the pandemic. 

 

5. Governance, Mike Hayden: Mike deferred his report to David Ulis. 

• Fact Sheet comparing the 25 different CC&Rs of Neighborhood Homeowners 

Associations (NHOA) under the SRA was submitted by David for review. 

• Debbie and David have a meeting scheduled with Whatcom Land Title to discuss the 

differences found in CC&Rs of NHOAs and Plat Maps and to ascertain if there have been 

amendments to those CC&Rs. The goal is to assure that the SRA has all documents and a 

clear understanding of who is responsible for what.  

• A Zoom Meeting with Carnoustie owners is scheduled for Tuesday, June 23, 2020 to 

discuss the stormwater systems and the Carnoustie CC&Rs. 

• A letter has been sent to the Carnoustie Declarant giving them thirty days to come up 

with a plan for adhering to the Carnoustie CC&Rs for governance and common property 

maintenance. They have not submitted a plan, but they did consult with a Geotech 

engineer, and the SRA has requested a copy of that report. If it is not received the SRA 

can proceed to conduct their own Geotech report and charge the Carnoustie declarant.  

• Residents of Canvasback have continued to voice their concerns over the degradation of 

the buffer between them and the homes in the Carnoustie neighborhood.  

• A letter was received from a homeowner in Carnoustie indicating he was speaking on 

behalf of all Carnoustie homeowners to rejecting the board’s position that they are 

required to have an HOA. Members of the board consulted with the SRA’s lawyer and 

sent a response by letter. This matter was discussed in more detail during Executive 

Session. 

 

6. Maintenance, David Ulis: David reported the following. 

• The Geotech Report from Geo-Engineers was reviewed and accepted by the board.  

• Stormwater maintenance on Goldfinch Way was discussed. Originally, on Goldfinch 

Way, a drainpipe was installed between the grass on the hillside and the road.  In 2012, in 

response to a request from the postal service and residents, there was asphalt installed. 

Goldfinch Way is shaded, and the water sits and collects there, which can create an icy 

hazard on the roadway in the winter. There have been periods of more than a week in 

which mail was not delivered and residents could not safely drive up or down their road. 

They are concerned that emergency vehicles would be unable to access Goldfinch Way 
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during an icy period. The SRA Maintenance Staff did focus on di-icing all hills 

preemptively last winter. 

• Other options to further remedy the situation are as follows: 

1. Remove the asphalt and repair the area.  

2. Remove the asphalt. 

3. Building a retaining wall along there, which would be expensive.  

 

Jennifer spoke on behalf of the residents of that street, and they would like to know the cost and 

time involved to remove the asphalt. If the SRA Maintenance Staff did the work, the disposal of 

the asphalt could be the most expensive aspect of the project. Contracting the work out may be 

the best option. The board will leave it to staff to decide the best course of action.  

 

• The Maintenance Committee has done a review of all SRA signs, both street name signs 

and neighborhood signs and the posts that hold them. On behalf of the Maintenance 

Committee, David proposed that signs be cleaned and repainted, and that wooded posts 

needing replacement be replaced with aluminum ones, and that the sign structures be 

simplified. Most of the faceplates are likely in good condition, but hidden deterioration 

could be discovered during the painting process. Neighborhood signs that need to be 

replaced will be replaced with aluminum, which is more expensive but lasts longer. The 

signs have not been organized by priority yet. A deposit made to the company that 

produces neighborhood signs for the SRA, will be re-allocated to a new sign for the SRA 

Center.  The neighborhood signs the deposit was for will be repaired instead of recreated. 

The Maintenance Committee is preparing a proposal to change the SRA street signs to 

meet city standards, so that the Blaine Police will enforce traffic laws on SRA streets (not 

just speed limits).  

• The Maintenance Committee is considering what common property maintenance items 

could be contracted out. This would be to supplement the work done by the SRA 

Maintenance Department, to ease the burden caused by staffing issues. Alec noted the 

importance of ensuring that contractors present the SRA with documentation of their 

insurance, licensing, and bonding information. Debbie informed the Board that having 

only two full time maintenance staff presented a safety issue, and a third maintenance 

employee is necessary.  Justin Cleere, Director of Maintenance Operations is not always 

available to assist due his increased management responsibilities. If one of them were to 

need help, they may be out solo. 

• The Maintenance Committee and the Environmental Committee is considering 

recommending that dyed mulch be removed from SRA cul-de-sac islands as it is toxic 

and unnecessary. Leaving the islands natural (other than raked and tidied), or cared for by 

community volunteers may be preferable, and allow the staff to focus more attention 

elsewhere in the community.  Alec remarked that the island on Bald Eagle Drive has a 
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tree that is notable as it is a trail marker for the indigenous people that inhabited the land 

first.  

• A spreadsheet of stormwater systems and their status and who is responsible for the 

maintenance of them was reviewed. David and Bill are working on maps to show where 

the stormwater systems go, and how they combine within the SRA. David will be having 

an informational meeting with City of Blaine Civic Engineer Greg Burg (also a resident 

of Drayton Cove), to discuss what the City of Blaine knows about the SRA stormwater 

system. Bill McNally has copied and digitized the golf course’s stormwater system and 

will send the files to Ken Johns. The new larger version of the neighborhood map is 

being developed by the graphic designer who created the initial map for Kathy Stauffer 

and Windermere Realty. Lot numbers will be replaced with addresses. Lots will be 

marked to indicate developed and undeveloped and properties unidentified in the initial 

printing will be identified. 

• SRA Facility: The required landscaping on the east side of the building has been 

installed.  The city of Blaine has been contacted regarding a permanent occupancy 

permit. 

 

7. Westside of Semiahmoo Parkway Preservation: The Woodberry development has 

asked to merge into the Boundary Ridge stormwater system. The current Boundary Ridge 

HOA president feels the agreement would benefit the Boundary Ridge stormwater 

system.  The original deed says that the Boundary Ridge Stormwater would be conveyed 

to the SRA, but that conveyance likely never happened. Debbie and David will confirm 

this with Whatcom Land Title.  

 

8. Safety and Security, Carole Gaasch: Carole reported that they are prepared to do 

Neighborhood Watch training as soon as gathering in groups is permitted and that her 

letter asking for volunteers is ready for distribution. Alec remarked that until Washington 

is in Phase Four there will still be additional restrictions for gathering in groups for 

people over the age of 65, which includes a large percentage of Semiahmoo residents. 

Some of the board members believed the age limit was removed and reported that the 

Semiahmoo Health Club had removed the age restriction.  Carole will rely on the Blaine 

Police Department’s advice on when it is safe to meet. Alec recommended everyone read 

City of Blaine Police Chief Donnell Tanksley’s article in The Northern Light on growing 

up and achieving while black in America.  

 

New Business 

a) Email from Semiahmoo Shore residents regarding Beach fires was reviewed. The 

North Whatcom Fire Marshall reported that beach fires are legal if certain parameters are 

followed. The SRA does not have authority to disallow the fires.   
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b) ASC Member Joel Green’s Term is ending on June 30, 2020. This will leave the ASC 

with seven members. They may remain at seven members until qualified volunteers are 

identified and applications are received.  

 

c) Email from Ted Metz regarding SRA Resident Communications was reviewed and 

will be referred to the Communications Committee for further review and 

recommendation. A community forum for discussing issues was discussed.  

 

d) 2020 SRA Elections: The Election Committee is soliciting names and seeking out 

individuals with certain expertise and experience to run for election. Legal expertise, 

construction and engineering are sought. Forward thinkers and individuals who can think 

through a process would be of value. Alec, Jennifer, and David have each committed to 

run for election for the 2021 and 2022 term.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 8:08 pm to discuss the following 

matters requiring confidentiality. 

 

1. Status of Delinquent Accounts and efforts to collect. 

2. Trees in Violation of the View Control Plan. 

3. Confidential correspondence regarding Carnoustie. 

4. Assessing Undeveloped Lots zoned as Multi-Family Unit Development Land. 

5. Fine against the owner of a lot under construction for playing a radio. 

6. Carnoustie buffer area. 

 

The board reconvened into regular session at 8:45 pm with the following results: 

1. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts: The SRA will continue to make all efforts to 

collect on debt. Members who have been assessed fines (prior to the State mandated 

moratorium) for violations of the CC&Rs who have not paid, will be sent out reminders. 

2. On the Trees in Violation of the View Control Plan: A settlement agreement was 

reached, and the issue should be resolved. The fines and the lien will be removed when the 

SRA is satisfied that the owner is in compliance with the View Control Plan.  

3. Confidential Letters regarding Carnoustie: The letters and a response were reviewed. 

The goal for Tuesdays Meeting is that it will be educational and harmonious. 

4. Assessing Undeveloped Lots zoned as Multi-Family Unit Development Land: The 

board discussed the current policy as written in the CC&Rs which charges land that could 

be developed into multiple units as one undeveloped lot even if there is potential that 

multiple residential units could eventually be built on that property. 

5. ASC Fine Recommendation: A motion was adopted to begin the fining process for 

noncompliance of the SRA Construction Permit. The board wishes to amend the current 

fining process to simplify it.  
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6.  The buffer area was discussed, and allocation of funds deposited by the developer 

were discussed.  The SRA may verify with legal counsel if those funds could be retained 

and used for planting additional trees in the buffer zone.   

 

The next meeting will take place on July 16, 2020, 6:00 pm. Location TBA (either online or at the 

SRA Center). 

 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________                 __________________________________ 

Carole Gaasch, Secretary                                    Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant    

 

_______________________________                                      ________________________________                  

Date                                                                                Date 


