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CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm.  

 

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM: Nine of the board members were present, therefore a quorum was 

established.  Those present: Alec Berkman, Carol Gaasch, Michael Hayden (Via Teleconference until 

3:05 pm), Ted Metz, George McKinney (departed at 2:18 pm), Jennifer Plombon, Greg St. Pierre 

(representing Resort Semiahmoo attended until 3:00 pm), David Ulis and Greg Wendt.  

Absent: Patricia Oliveros. 

Guests: Sergeant A. Anorbes and Sergeant M. Munden attended on behalf of Lieutenant Ryan King, 

Blaine Police Department (Old Business e) from 1:28 pm until 2:01 pm, to discuss crime and prevention 

in Blaine and Semiahmoo. 

Also, In Attendance: Debbie Smith, Executive Director, Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant and 

Note taker.  

 

MEETING MINUTES: The May 8 and June 5, 2019 minutes were approved as distributed.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1. Financial Report: Debbie presented the May financial statements (Profit & Loss Budget vs. 

Actual, Profit & Loss by Class, Balance Sheet, Cash Fund Balances and Certificate of Deposit 

(CD) Schedule). A motion was adopted to accept the financial statements as presented. The 

Accounts Receivable Aging Summary was discussed during Executive Session.  

 

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Alec reported that the most recent CD to mature will be held to cash. 

 

3. Umbrella Insurance Policy: The SRA’s umbrella insurance policy has been increased from two 

to five million as was approved at the May 8, 2019 SRA Board of Directors Meeting. 

 

4. Letter from Philadelphia Insurance Company regarding Beach Access Stairs in Boundary 

Ridge dated May 31, 2019: Philadelphia Insurance has determined that the damage to the Beach 

Access Stairs located in the Boundary Ridge II neighborhood is not covered by the insurance 

policy.  Repairing the stairs is an unbudgeted item.  Debbie outlined possible financial options 

for repairs.  After discussion a motion was adopted to table the discussion until the July meeting.  

In regard to road repairs, the contractor will be asked to revise their bid to include two locations, 

rather than one. 

 

5. May 31, 2019 Letter to homeowners’ concerning and Airbnb offered in their home: Debbie 

reviewed communications between her and the homeowners who have discontinued offering 

Airbnb rentals in their home.  
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Old Business:  

 

a. Carnoustie Homeowner’s Association and Bioswale Maintenance: Currently a resident of the 

Carnoustie neighborhood has taken responsibility for maintaining the Carnoustie Bioswale with 

authorization from the Carnoustie Declarant. Debbie will follow up with the Declarant 

representative and request an authorization letter allowing the resident to perform work on the 

Bioswale.  

 

b. 2019 Reserve Study Report: The draft report has been received and will be reviewed by Alec 

Berkman, SRA Treasurer, Ted Metz, SRA Maintenance Committee Chair, Justin Cleere, SRA 

Maintenance Foreman and Debbie.  Their findings will be presented to the board in July.  

 

c. Purchases by Qualified Investors Other Than Individual: The trust account was set up for 

deposits of this type and the check was deposited.   

 

d. Strategic Thinking Process: David intends to extend the deadline for turning in completed Owner 

Interest and Satisfaction Surveys until Monday, June 24, 2019. An announcement will go out in 

the SRA Email News to notify members. The various member satisfaction committees have made 

progress identifying their roles and ways of increasing member satisfaction with the SRA. A 

positive presentation should be ready to present to the community in a couple of months. 
  

e. Recent Unusual Activity in Neighborhoods:  Sergeants A. Anorbes and M. Munden presented 

on behalf of Ryan King, Lieutenant, Blaine Police Department (BPD), who could not attend as 

scheduled. They discussed crime and security options within SRA neighborhoods. BPD Officers 

try to visit Semiahmoo neighborhoods a couple of times per shift, varying the schedule and what 

neighborhoods are driven through.  Of the calls for Blaine Police, only five percent of calls 

originate from residents in Semiahmoo.  Of the calls that come in from Semiahmoo, only two 

percent of those are actual crimes. A copy of the “Post Burglary Questionnaire” was provided for 

informational purposes.  It has been observed that crime in Semiahmoo does cycle at times. About 

four to five years ago, there was a rash of car prowls, but the perpetrator was caught and charged.  

The officers reviewed George’s recommendations for improving home security, and said they 

agreed with those recommendations.  The recommendations will be sent via SRA Email News on 

June 21, 2019.  They also recommend residents look out for unusual behaviors and that if someone 

sees something, they should call it in. In response to questions asked by the board the officers said 

that civilian patrols can be effective if the individual members are well trained and do not 

exacerbate an issue. A civilian patrol would work with a member of the department. The new 

Police Chief Donnell Tanksley will be starting work on Monday, June 24, 2019.   

 

f. Blaine Independence Day Parade: Jennifer discussed ways that the SRA could participate in the 

Blaine Independence Day Parade, but this year the board has other priorities like the Strategic 

Thinking Process and the new facility being built. Due to time constraints, vehicle and staff 

availability issues the board has decided not to participate this year but is hopeful to participate 

and represent the SRA next year. 
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g. Insurance Policy Review with Broker: Alec, Michael, Carole and Debbie will be meeting with 

a representative to review the current policy and get clarity on what is and is not covered. As part 

of the Strategic Thinking Process, Ted will be meeting with representatives of Birch Bay Village 

and Sudden Valley HOAs. He will include questions about insurance coverage at those meetings.  

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 

1. Resort Semiahmoo/ Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club (SG & CC) Liaison – Greg St. Pierre: 

The Outdoor Barbeques with the a la carte menu has been well received. On Independence Day (July 

4, 2019) only resort guests, wedding attendees, or Marin residents will be able to park at the end of 

Semiahmoo Spit. This will be enforced by charging $15.00 for parking, reimbursable inside the 

resort. The marina will have unauthorized vehicles towed away if necessary.  

 

2. Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Liaison – David Ulis:  

• The ASC Meeting minutes dated May 9, 2019 and May 23, 2019, were noted.   

• A memo dated May 31, 2019, from the ASC recommending that the SRA Board levy a fine 

against an owner of a lot under construction for site uncleanliness was reviewed. A motion was 

adopted to support the ASC’s recommendation to levy a fine against the owner of the lot, after a 

hearing.  

• ASC Member Joel Green will be meeting with Alex Wenger, City of Blaine to discuss the 

Shoreline Master Program Update and the City’s approach to shoreline management.  A Notice 

of Public Hearing on this topic is scheduled for June 27, 2019.   

• The ASC recently denied a submission for artificial grass because it does not fit in with the ASC 

Mission Statement which is “To preserve the natural beauty and value of Semiahmoo by 

assisting property owners with harmonizing their designs and needs with our unique 

environment.”  

• Ted recommended amending the paint color submission procedure due to his recent experience 

submitting a paint color change to the ASC. He asked why it was necessary to turn in a paint 

sample for approval.  David replied that the ASC takes the samples outside to look at the color in 

the sunlight and they also ensure that the color does not match surrounding homes so home 

colors vary throughout the neighborhoods.  After discussion, it was determined that the current 

submission procedure stands. 

• Research is being conducted by committee members on noise from furnace flues and whether 

certain vents could increase the noise heard by neighbors.  
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• Undeveloped lot owners have until June 30, 2019, to complete required undeveloped lot 

maintenance.  

   

3. Maintenance Committee – Ted Metz: Representatives from the City of Blaine Public Works 

Department will be meeting with Ted and other board members on Tuesday, June 25, 2019, to 

discuss issues with Blaine Public Works Lift Station 10 at Semiahmoo.  

 

4. Planning Commission Liaison – Alec Berkman: Michael’s May 15, 2019, letter to Sam Crawford 

requesting copies of public records that were prepared for or by the planning commission regarding 

the removal of the location now known as Woodberry from the Resort Semiahmoo Master Plan 

(RSMP) was noted.  Michael is awaiting a reply from Mr. Crawford.  A letter from a member 

recommending an increase of barrier trees along the Semiahmoo Parkway to obstruct the views of 

homes and the golf course from the road as well as Alec’s response was noted.  There is no new 

information on the Woodberry Development. The SRA was successful in ensuring that the 

Woodberry Development would not allow recreational vehicle parking and fences. The response 

from the City of Blaine when questioned about the removal of the area known as Woodberry from 

the RSMP was that the request was approved as site-specific, possibly by error, but there is no action 

that can be taken.   

 

5. Membership Communication and Community Courier (David Steward, Editor) – Jennifer 

Plombon:  Jennifer reminded the board that they need to send their bios to David Steward saying 

who they are and why they are serving on the board, for an article in The Community Courier. 

Jennifer thanked Ted Metz for his contribution to the article on the SRA Maintenance Department.  

 

6. Legal Liaison - Michael Hayden: Michael reported that a sub homeowner’s association is not 

maintaining its common area, and unhealthy trees are creating a hazard to adjacent  homeowners. 

Michael will draft a letter to direct the sub- homeowner’s association to maintain the common area 

for their neighborhood. 

 

7. Facilities Committee- Alec, Greg, Ted, George and Patricia: Alec reported that a worksheet and 

checklist is being compiled. A landscape plan has not been submitted yet.  Wayne Schwandt, the 

developer representative for M:KOV, Inc. has requested a spigot be installed for watering adjacent 

property.  This spigot would need to be metered, because the SRA should not be paying for 

M:KOV’s water use. A meeting will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2019, with representatives from 

M:KOV, Inc. to discuss these issues.  

 

8. Future Developments within Semiahmoo and West Side of Semiahmoo Parkway- Alec and 

Ted: Alec had discussed this topic during his Planning Commission Liaison report. There were no 

further comments on this subject. 
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New Business 

 

a) Signage: Jennifer has requested permission to place signs inside each gate and by the parks that 

explain why it is necessary to pick up and dispose of pet waste. The board was supportive of the 

proposed signage.  The design for the signs will be submitted to the ASC for their approval as 

they do not adhere to the current signage requirements. 

 

b) Notice of Public Hearing on June 27, 2019 regarding Shoreline Master Program Update: 

Board members will attend the hearing if possible.  The board would like for the City of Blaine 

to define exactly where the Shoreline is as it relates to Semiahmoo properties. 

 

c) Ban Tandem Vehicles Behind the Gates: Ted suggested that all builders be notified that 

tandem vehicles are not allowed in SRA neighborhoods and that signs be placed at all gates. 

David will ask the other local homeowner’s associations how they prevent the frequent damage 

to roads and common property by tandem vehicles. This subject was tabled to allow time for 

more research. 

  

d) RV Parking Policy: Staff reported that in the interest of customer service they have told 

residents that it was acceptable for residents to park a motorhome, recreational vehicle or boat in 

their driveway “for a short time” while packing or unpacking in preparation for a trip or for a 

quick repair.  Recently, many residents and tenants have taken this to mean a few days to a week, 

or that if they move it every few days they are not in violation of the rules. A careful review of 

the Amended and Restated Covenants Conditions and Restrictions of the SRA state that there is 

to be no parking of those types of vehicles at all in Semiahmoo.  Many SRA residents are owners 

of boats and recreations vehicles and most intend to comply with the rules of the association. The 

board discussed how to enforce the CC&Rs as written without causing undue hardship on 

residents who occasionally need to pack or unpack for a trip. This subject was tabled to allow 

time for Michael to review the CC&Rs and investigate whether the board can amend the rules to 

allow for any parking of recreational vehicles, either for a short time while physically packing or 

unpacking, or perhaps with a paper permit in the window issued by SRA staff. 

  

e) 2020 Budget: The process of drafting the 2020 Budget will soon begin. Debbie, and Alec will 

draft the budget together and present it to the board for their input.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

A motion was adopted to convene into executive session at 3:47 pm to discuss the following matters 

requiring confidentiality: 

 

1. Trees in Violation of the View Control Policy. 

2. Status of Delinquent Accounts and efforts to collect. 
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3. Notice of Violation and Hearing sent to a member violating the pet leash rules: 

 

The board reconvened into regular session at 3:54 pm with the following results:  

 

1. On the Trees in Violation of the View Control Plan: Correspondence between the SRA and 

legal representation was reviewed. The owners of the trees have asked for clarifications of the 

requirements to bring the trees into compliance.  

 

2. On the Status of Delinquent Accounts: There is one (1) member in arrears on their SRA dues 

payment. After proper notification, a lien will be filed on that property on Friday, June 21, 2019.  

 

3. On the Notice of Violation and Hearing: The letter to the member who was fined for violating 

the dog leash laws was mailed.  
 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm.  The next meeting will be held on July 17, 2019 at 

the SRA Office, 8484 Horizon Drive, Blaine, WA 98230. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________                 __________________________________ 

Michael Hayden, Secretary                              Debbie Smith, Executive Director    

 

_______________________________                                      ________________________________                  

Date                                                                                Date 


