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              The SRA Annual Meeting 2018 

                   Reported by Jennifer Plombon 
 

The 2018 Annual Meeting was held on Saturday, October 20, 2018, at Semiahmoo  
Resort, convening at 10:35 AM.  There were eight Board members and about 130 members 
in attendance.  President Greg Wendt confirmed a quorum (61% of eligible members) and 
thanked SRA members for their affirmative votes on the 2019 Budget (95% approval); the 
Restricted Reserve (94% approval) and a CC&R amendment which will give the ASC more 
latitude in taking care of contractors who don’t comply with our policies and rules (87%    
approval). 

 
Greg Wendt presented the President’s Report.  The biggest event of the year was fi-

nally finding the SRA a new home.  The search has gone on for years.  Most recently the SRA 
office has moved from the fire station on Semiahmoo Parkway to the Loomis Trail club-
house.  Our new home at Sea Smoke Tract A should be completed by early 2019.  Total cost 
of the building will be approximately $751,500, financed in part through North Coast Credit 
Union.  The building will have 5,000 square feet on the main floor, with two mezzanines of 
2,000 square feet each.  In addition to office and storage space, there will be lockers, a 
shower, bathroom and a break room for the maintenance staff.  There will also be storage 
and parking for our trucks, tractor, and street sweeper. 

 
Neal Engledow presented the Treasurer’s Report.  He told the membership that they 

might well be glad that he will be retiring from the Board this year, since we started the year 
with $1,000,000 in investments and no debt, and will be finishing it $500,000 in debt and 
with a 6.5% assessment of the membership!  However, we will have a new home, we have a 
new tractor, and we’ll soon have a new de-icer; all were necessary.  
                                                                                

                                                                                                            (Continued next page) 



(Treasurers Report continued)  

 Our investment strategy is to protect the membership’s monies by investing in CDs 

and with banks. Due to more aggressive collections of past-due accounts, increased building 

submissions, and unfilled maintenance positions, we are in good financial shape.  Our future 

plans include more road repairs, more gate repairs, and the purchase of a de-icer. The mem-

bership has approved an assessment of 6.5%, which is about $50/home/year. Our reserve is 

fully funded and meets the requirements of Washington State. We should have total assets 

of $1.5 million by the end of this year.  

 Debbie Smith presented the Executive Director’s Report. There have been 110 

transactions (defined as sales of undeveloped lots, condos and homes) so far this year (vs  

78 last year).  She thanked Lori Thorne for all of her help over the year, especially for the  

minute-taking.  Sharon Holland was thanked for her hard work as the ASC Administrator, 

and Justin Cleere, Rob Bradley, and Joe Christian for their hard work maintaining our com-

munity.  Debbie reported that 92% of owners have opted to receive SRA Email News and  

invoicing via email, and that 49% have opted for direct debit of their dues.  For this year’s 

election 72% voted electronically.  Those who have not already signed up for these online 

services my do so by contacting Lori—lorithorne@semiahmooresortassociation.com  She 

encouraged the membership to visit: http://www.semiahmooresortassociation.com/. 

Debbie reminded the attendees that invoices and new gate codes are sent in January 

and July and the neighborhood gate codes changes the third week of January and July to 

avoid holidays.  The Blaine Police Department urges residents to put their addresses on both 

sides of their mailbox, even if they live on a one-way street.  The contributions of Past Presi-

dents and others to the SRA were recognized. 

The Facilities and Maintenance and Blaine Public Works Liaison report was presented 

by Ted Metz.  There were difficulties in the maintenance work this year due to decreased 

staffing.  We bought a new tractor which will aid greatly in the larger and heavier tasks.  In 

the future, the biggest expenses will be road repairs and repair of the beach access stairs in 

the Boundary Ridge neighborhood.  Future concerns include maintenance of the storm    

water retention ponds.  Ted (and President Greg Wendt) reiterated that speed bumps have 

only been placed in one site, where the residents had expressed serious concern to the 

Board about speeding and reckless driving.  There are no plans to place any others any-

where else.  His plea is for people to please SLOW DOWN!  The speed limit in Semiahmoo 

neighborhoods is 20 MPH (unless otherwise posted), there are no shoulders and many areas 

are without sidewalks, so people and animals walk in the streets.  
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David Ulis presented his report on ASC activities.  The ASC meets formally twice per 

month, but also meets at other times throughout the month for tree, home and property   

inspections; they deserve thanks for their hard work.  The ASC is working on revised and   

simplified Guidelines for Home Construction, and the approval of new building materials    

including metal roofing and non-wooden siding.  It has faced challenges this year due to a 

building boom.  All requests for the use of new materials are handled on an individual basis 

to ensure that aesthetic standards continue to be met.  Ten new building submissions are 

budgeted for 2019. 

Legal Liaison, Michael Hayden, thanked Peggy Richter for her excellent and unpaid 

work on the legal requirements for our new facility.  Michael reported that the State of WA 

has adopted the WUCOIA (Washington Uniform Common Ownership Interest Act), which is 

usually used by condominium associations and dictates the type of financial disclosures that 

sellers must give to buyers, as well as giving associations a six-month period of priority of lien 

over banks in cases of foreclosure.  Most of these financial disclosures are already provided 

by sellers here and are accessible to buyers if they are not provided; it is estimated that it 

would cost a seller $275 to create these documents.  The Board has discussed the pros and 

cons of the SRA adopting this act and have decided not to pursue adoption at this time.  

However, the information has now been presented to the SRA membership (the hundreds of 

pages of the act can be accessed and read by contacting Michael via the SRA office!).  The 

SRA membership could decide to pursue adopting this act if 20% ask the Board to put it to a 

vote, which would then require approval by 67% of the SRA membership. 

The election results were presented by Helen Worley.  As there were four vacant posi-

tions and only four persons volunteered to fill them, these were filled by acclamation.         

Michael Coltart, a member of the Elections Committee, seconded and recommended approv-

al of this motion.  The Election Committee thanks David Ulis and Jennifer Plombon for serving 

another term on the Board.  Carole Gaasch and Alec Berkman will join the 2019 SRA Board of 

Directors.  Neal Engledow and Jay Ebert will be leaving and were thanked for their service. 

Jennifer Plombon discussed the neighborhood newsletter, the Community Courier, 

which is delivered to the members via SRA Email News.  She thanked the editor and primary 

writer, David Steward, for his hard work in creating the Courier.  Jennifer said that the Courier 

is truly a community paper, and we would love to have more submissions of local stories and 

photos from the residents of Semiahmoo.  We would appreciate stories or questions about 

local wildlife, fun restaurants, local trips, etc.  Any suggestions or articles should be sent to 

Debbie  (debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com).  

 

Page 3 

mailto:debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com


President Greg Wendt acknowledged and thanked several volunteers for their past 

contributions to the SRA; Buzz Abercrombie, Peggy Richter and Mark Theaman (2017 SRA 

Board); Rick Ionita and Bryan Johnson (2017 ASC); Carol Selby (2017 Election Committee) and 

Sue Atchison and Wally Greenough (2017 Garden Consultants). 

 Two members of the Blaine Police Department, Officers Deffinbaugh and Gullikson, 

spoke to the membership about changes and operations in their Department.  We have a 

new police chief, Chief Allen Schubert, who joins us from Los Angeles and is working hard to 

update policies and procedures and add more officers, including a full-time Detective.  They 

know that Semiahmoo residents would like more neighborhood patrols to control traffic 

problems, littering, and possible theft; however the Department has vacancies for three  

officers.  They are doing their best to accommodate all of the demands on their time.  There 

is a new phone tree for contacting the Department, and the emergency call system has been 

changed to WhatComm 911, which will make responses more timely and accurate.  They plan 

to create a K9 position for Officer Gullikson.  They then took questions.  Jennifer Plombon 

asked if the canine half of the new K9 partnership would need a bullet-proof vest, and when 

told yes, offered to the membership that she would start a fundraiser to buy that vest.        

Another audience member asked if there were any drug labs in Blaine.  The officers feel that 

while there are some issues of using/selling drugs in Blaine, the problem is small. Another 

resident re-iterated that we would like patrols to come in and issue more tickets for traffic  

violations  

A resident asked for an explanation of what traffic regulations can be enforced by the 

Police.  It was reported that they will issue tickets for speeding only.  A resident mentioned 

that he had seen homeless people encamped near the stairs in Boundary Ridge, which was 

certainly a surprise to the residents attending and to the officers, who promised to look into 

it.  A resident asked about seeing shotgun shells from hunters shooting out over the Harbor, 

and questioned if this hunting was legal.  Apparently it is legal if they’re far enough out on 

the water.  

Another resident mentioned having seen a police car, minus an officer, parked at      

various locations in Semiahmoo and wondered if the Police Department had lost a car? To 

laughter, the officer explained that decoy cars (empty police cars in rough shape, not used  

for patrol), were sometimes parked in different areas to slow people down by their mere 

presence (research indicates this works).  

 

The officers were roundly applauded and thanked for their service. 
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 The meeting was then opened to questions and an extremely spirited discussion of 

speed bumps took place.  While some favor the retention of these to prevent speeding and 

failure to observe stop signs others want them removed; they cite discomfort, aesthetics, 

problems for emergency vehicles, and possible property value declines.  One of the major    

objections was that the speed bumps were placed without community input; to that end, a 

resident is circulating a petition to ask the Board to remove the speed bumps on Wood Duck 

Way and to cease installation of any more speed bumps within the gates of Semiahmoo.  The 

Board reiterated that they have no intention of placing speed bumps elsewhere. Research by 

the Board President has indicated that children living in neighborhoods with speed bumps 

have a 50-100% decreased chance of childhood injury by speeding cars.  Research has also 

shown that split speed bumps do not hinder the operation of emergency vehicles.  

A member asked if the increased assessment would continue indefinitely.  It was         

assured that once the new office building, tractor and de-icer are paid for, the assessment will 

be revised or terminated.  

A member asked if there was a deadline by which the Association must sign up for the 

WUCOIA and Michael Hayden replied that he can find nothing stated to that effect.   

There were further comments about maintenance and the possibility that the          

Semiahmoo Golf Course will become completely private.  A concern was expressed that the 

ASC must continue to uphold the standards that create and maintain a beautiful community!  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 PM. 

 

 

 A New CERT Course will be held in Blaine during 

January/February 2019.  The Community Emergency  

Response Team (CERT) program teaches volunteers 

about disaster preparedness for the hazards that may 

occur in their area and trains them in basic disaster     

response skills, such as fire safety, light search and     

rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.  Much more information about 

the CERT program may be found at https://www.ready.gov/community-emergency-response-

team.  More details about the upcoming Blaine course and details of how to register for this 

may be obtained from Mary Lou Steward (360-371-8618). 

 The more of our residents that we have trained the better the Semiahmoo community 

will fare if we face a disaster situation! 
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 Present Day Glimpses of Semiahmoo’s Past. 

  Logging the Old Growth Timber. 

  

Notch where springboard was inserted during logging 

 Throughout our development there are remaining stumps from the old growth 

forest which once blanketed this region.  The Blaine area was extensively logged in the 

last decades of the 1800’s.  Lumber was needed for the buildings on the spit, which in-

cluded a hotel, a store and post office plus numerous houses.  Much more was needed 

for the buildings across the harbor and for the many wharves and warehouses which 

were being constructed, both on the spit and on the mainland. 

 Later, a great volume of our local lumber was shipped from these Blaine wharves 

by sea to help in the reconstruction of the City of San Francisco following the great fire 

of 1906. 

 On some of the remaining stumps in today’s Semiahmoo you can clearly see the 

notches that were carved into the trunk so that a springboard could be installed. 

 A springboard was a vital tool used by loggers.  It was a board that was inserted 

into a notch in the tree above the surrounding undergrowth and above the broad base.  

Then, perched atop the springboards and positioned at an optimal level, two men 

would pull a crosscut saw back and forth until the tree fell.  

Page 6 

https://www.nasdaq.com/article/3-stocks-to-watch-in-forestry-services-cm503955


 The Birds of Semiahmoo:   

   The Snow Goose. 
 
 
 

 We are fortunate that we live along one of 
the migration flyways of the snow geese and very 
near us are two of their favorite stop-over sites.    
Local stop-over sites are the Reifel Bird Sanctuary 
in Delta B.C. and the Skagit River Valley.  Our 
snow geese fly 3,100 miles from their summer 
breeding sites on Wrangel Island in the Russian 
arctic tundra, down along the coast of Alaska and 
British Columbia, to winter in the warmer areas 
in Western USA.  Some tagged birds have been 
recorded making a non-stop 1,600 mile flight 
from Alaska to the Fraser River in 36 hours.     
They may fly at altitudes up to 8,000 feet. 
 
  During the period from December to February most of the geese will have moved to the 
flat farmlands around the Skagit River.  The January 2018 midwinter count of the Fraser River/
Skagit flocks numbered up to 88,000 birds! 
 
 These are the Lesser Snow Goose (Anser caerulescens) and have a wingspan up to 45 cms 
and a body weight up to 2.7 kg.  They usually mate for life and may live for up to 20 years.  The 
chicks that hatch up on Wrangel Island in late June almost immediately leave their nests to for-
age; they are precocial and are cared for by both parents (see later article!).  They are ready to 
fly by late August and then join their parents for the fall migration.  The family unit may remain     
together for two  to three years.  The bird pictured above is likely a juvenile as the first set of 
feathers are grey rather than white. 
 
 Snow geese are herbaceous, feeding on seeds, roots and stalks of many wild grasses, and 
on residual grain harvest in farmland.  The marsh plants of the intertidal zones are a favorite 
source of food.  Marsh plants store starch in their roots and rhizomes and are a good source of 
nutrition.  In recent years the number of birds in the summer nesting areas has increased to the 
extent that suitable fodder is becoming depleted.  Indeed it has been suggested that the total 
population of snow geese has increased by 300% since the 1970’s.  Efforts are now underway to 
control  their numbers to sustainable levels.  This is certainly not a threatened species! 
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Scenic  Day Trips from Semiahmoo:  

   Visit with the Snow Geese! 

 There are two potential trips from Semiahmoo to view the flocks of snow geese.  A trip 
south to the Skagit Valley in January or February or a trip north across the border to the 
Reifel Bird Sanctuary in Delta B.C.  This latter trip is best taken in November or March when 
the birds are stopping over on their migrations each way.  
 To view the birds in the Skagit Valley the Fir Island Farms snow goose reserve is a very 
good location.  There is a short walk along a dyke which offers good viewing over the fields.  
Through an arrangement with a local farmer these fields are planted with an over winter 
crop of wheat which provides forage for the birds. 
 Driving Directions 
From southbound Interstate 5, take Exit 221 (Lake McMurray/Conway) and turn west.  Drive 
0.1 mile. Turn right (west) onto Fir Island Road.  Drive west 3.2 miles.  Turn left (south) at 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife sign.  Drive 0.5 mile to parking area.  Detailed 
directions and a printable map is available at: 
wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/search/unit_directions.php?searchby=unit&search=Fir Is-
land Farms Reserve 

 
 
 Alternatively, a trip down Chuckanut Drive 
and across the fields toward Padilla Bay will often 
take you past many birds during the winter 
months.  To see a video of a flock of Snow geese 
taking to the air go to: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rN5Id-0WRU 

 
 

 The Reifel Bird Sanctuary in B.C. is open every day from 9.00 am until 4.00 pm.         
Admission costs $5 (Canadian), seniors and children $3.  There are many trails, some viewing 
platforms, bird blinds, and an observation tower.  The tower provides a view over the ocean 
marshes, the Vancouver area and Vancouver Island. 
 To visit drive north from the border on Highway 99.  Take exit 26 on to highway 17A 
west, turn right on to Ladner Trunk Road which leads into River Road West.  At the bridge 
over the Fraser River turn right on to the Westham Island Road and continue on to Robertson 
Road.  Look for the entrance to the sanctuary on the left hand side.  The journey from Blaine 
will take about 45 minutes plus the border wait time! 
 The Reifel Bird Sanctuary is a very good day trip destination for those interested in 
birds of all breeds; nearly 300 species have been observed.  Binoculars are available on loan 
from the gift shop.  Volunteers will help you to plan your visit. 
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A Little Extra Bird Knowledge: How Dependent are their Chicks? 
 

 Remember my Killdeer article, in which I described the difference 

between precocial and altricial babies?  No?  Maybe I should have said 

that this would be on the test!  I have found an article that goes into 

more depth on this subject and I found it interesting and now present it 

to you, in case you want to stuff even more trivia into your brains. 

There are six categories of development at hatching: 

 Superprecocial: COMPLETELY independent, they leave the nest shortly after hatching 

and receive no care from their parents. Some examples are Mound Builders, also known as 

Megapodes, which are native to Australia and who build mounds for nests that stay warm 

due to rotting vegetation and thus require no nest-sitting by parents; and Black-Headed 

ducks, native to South America, the females of whom lay their eggs in the nests of other wa-

ter birds. This would seem selfish and troublesome to those unsuspecting foster parents but 

for the fact that the Black-Headed chicks hatch, rest for a few hours, then run off to live their 

lives without further assistance. 

 Precocial:  Already mentioned in snow goose article, these babies leave the nest imme-

diately and join their parents in searching for food. Killdeer are also precocial, as are Ostrich-

es, native to Africa, and Kiwis, native to New Zealand. 

 Subprecocial: Leave the nest immediately and follow their parents but are fed by their 

parents; some examples are grebes, loons and rails, and we have an opportunity to see some 

species of all of these here. 

 Semiprecocial: Able to regulate their body temperature (you’ll see why this is im-

portant in a moment) and mobile but stay in or at the nest for a period of time being fed by 

their parents; a well-known example is the penguin, whose babies certainly need to be able 

to keep themselves warm.  

 Semialtricial: These babies stay in the nest for quite a while, although they are physi-

cally able to leave it within hours to days, and are fed, brooded, and taught by their parents. 

When you consider their diets, it’s easy to see why they couldn’t catch their own food for a 

long period of time without teaching; examples are eagles, hawks, herons, and albatrosses. 

 Altricial: as mentioned in the previous article, these babies are completely 

helpless upon hatching; they are blind, naked and barely able to move. Most 

songbirds are altricial, including a very colorful order of birds I saw in Costa Rica; 

trogons. 

Contributed by Jennifer Plombon 
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Old Fashioned Caroling: A Semiahmoo Christmas Tradition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Pictured above is the first “Old Fashioned Caroling” held outside the resort 21 years ago 

in 1997.  The founder of the event was Bob Conley.  David Chapman is in the leather jacket 

leading the carols.  This year’s event will be held on Sunday, December 16th at the Resort.   

The children’s program will begin at 5:00 pm with award winning children’s entertainer, Dana 

Cohenour.  The caroling will follow from 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm.  Dana will play the piano and 

John Sturdivant will play guitar.  The event is free and open to the public.  Cookies, coffee, tea 

and other beverages will be available for sale.  Afterwards, stay and enjoy a relaxing meal at 

the Resort.      

 The Community Assistance Program is an 

outreach of Blaine area churches providing so-

cial services to residents of Blaine, Birch Bay 

and Point Roberts.  It is manned entirely by vol-

unteers and receives no government funds.    Its 

activities include the Winter Coat Drive, the Toy 

Bank, Thanksgiving Baskets, and the Clothing Bank.  In addition it provides for Crisis Manage-

ment and Community Meals.  Much more information at www.blainecap.org. 

 The Semiahmoo Marina is a collecting point for the Food Bank or the Toy Bank and will 

be very pleased to accept your donations. 
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Semiahmoo Marina Store / Café.  
Open 7 days a week 7 AM – 5 PM 

Wonderful Wine and Craft Beer Selection  

Gift Ideas Galore by Local Artist’s 

Black Friday Sale - Friday, November 23, 2018  

Offering 20% Off Entire Store Inventory 

Come on Down, Grab a Hot Latte’ and Wander the Aisles  

or Sit Awhile in the Comfy Rockers. 

 

9540 Semiahmoo Pkwy, Blaine WA  
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Semiahmoo Resort Association 
4342 Loomis Trail Road 

Blaine, WA  98230 
360-371-7796 

Mailing Address: 2390 Peace Portal 
Drive #214 - Blaine, WA 98230 

 
  Greg Wendt, President  
  Jay Ebert, Vice President 

 SRA Michael Hayden, Secretary 

Board Neal Engledow, Treasurer 

of Patricia Oliveros, Assistant Treasurer 

Directors Nicole Newton, Semiahmoo Resort, Golf & Spa 

 George McKinney, Director 

  Ted Metz, Director 

  Jennifer Plombon, Director  
  David Ulis, Director 

 Nancy Dierx 
 Architectural Joel Green 

 Standards Wally Greenough 
 Committee Joel Madsen 

  CJ Stauffer 

SRA 

______________________________________________________ 

Debbie Smith, SRA Executive Director 

debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant 

lorithorne@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Staff 
Ken Johns, Construction Compliance Consultant 

c/o sharon@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

 
Sharon Holland, ASC Administrator 

sharon@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

  
Justin Cleere, Maintenance Foreman 360-296-5206 

justin@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

  Rob Bradley, Maintenance Assistant, 360-224-4284 

INVOICING OF DUES INFORMATION 

The majority of property owners in Semiahmoo will receive their SRA dues invoices via email.          
Invoices are emailed from:  invoicing of dues@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Many email servers detect the invoices as “spam” or “junk” and some people missed seeing them 
in their inbox.  Please keep an eye out in January for your invoice and mark it as “not junk”.    

            The invoice also includes the new gate code for your neighborhood.    

The most convenient way to pay your dues is our Direct Debit option.  Contact Lori (see above) to  
request a Direct Debit authorization form.  Customers who use Direct Debit still receive an invoice stating 
the amount to be debited from their checking or savings account and the date the draw will take place.   

We are on the Web! 

www.semiahmooresortassociation.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

                                                                                                           

mailto:debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com
mailto:debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com
mailto:rob@semiahmooresortassociation.com
mailto:lyn@semiahmooresortassociation.com
mailto:lyn@semiahmooresortassociation.com
mailto:invoicing.of.dues@semiahmooresortassociation.com

