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President’s Message
I am somewhat surprised but pleased to be penning this as your 2015 Semiahmoo Resort Association

(SRA) President.  My last elected term ended in December 2014; circumstances supported my being appointed
as 2015 SRA President.  I took on the extra year as an opportunity to see completion on several important issues.
(I did call my wife before accepting the position!)

Most morning’s my wife Sue, our dog Bandit, and I go down to the Spit.  We go to various places, but
what is remarkable is EVERY morning is a different view.  Eagles, Birds, Mountains, Tides, Waves, Winds, Rain or
the splendid Sunrises…there are never two mornings ever the same! Where else could one live where we are so
close to nature, yet less than a few minutes away for all Semiahmoo residents!  We are usually there around
7am, or before when the sun comes up earlier.  Come down one morning and you will be amazed (early is the
secret)!

Another “view” is that of our increased maintenance of common areas.  Our Maintenance Staff led by
Justin Cleere have worked hard to make our aging neighborhoods attractive.  Our 2015 SRA Board, the Architec-
tural Standards Committee (ASC), is strong under the excellent management of Debbie Smith, our Executive
Director.

This issue of the newsletter includes great information on the ongoing remodeling and happenings at the
Semiahmoo Resort, Golf & Spa (SRG&S)!  Coinciding with the positive changes at the SRG&S are the  great ex-
pansion of activities going on within Semiahmoo.  Home building plans are coming in faster than over the last
three (3) years and we are having faster re-sales on existing homes.  See you at the Spit!

Paul Atchison, 2015 President
Bandit passed on March 30

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
New SRA Phone System—ONLY ONE NUMBER TO CALL—360-371-7796!

When you call someone at the SRA office you will notice some changes.  We have switched over to a new
phone system.  From now on there is only one phone number to call 360-371-7796 to reach all the staff.   The
old number for Sandy Bonnickson, ASC Administrator, has been discontinued.  We have also done away with
our fax number, since we now use scanners and email.

Distribution of the Newsletter—This is the last paper copy of the newsletter.  The next edition will be
emailed to those who have provided their email address to the SRA.  If you have not provided your email
address please do so by emailing; kandace@semiahmooresortassociation.com.  Thank you!

The newsletter will also be posted at www.semiahmooresortassociation.com.



What’s Going On Around The Community?

What’s going on at the Semiahmoo Resort, Spa and Golf Courses?

The message from Mark Andrew, general manager, is that things are going on very
well!  More than $10 million has been spent so far on ground up restoration projects.  The guest rooms, ball-
rooms, restaurants and public areas have all been redecorated and upgraded.  In addition to new beds and
bedding, all guest rooms have new furniture, a refrigerator, a large flat-screen TV and a safe.  The traditional
wood finishes to the rooms have been retained and restored.

The food and beverage services under the overall direction of executive chef Eric Truglas are presenting
more choices and much improved quality at a price which is sustainable.  The new Pierside Kitchen and the re-
decorated Packers Oyster Bar have been busy.  The resort serves many local products, including our Drayton Har-
bor oysters.  Working with the executive chef are four Chefs de Cuisine and a further one hundred kitchen and
restaurant employees.  Most of the employees are local people and it has been found that those with the right
attitude can rapidly be trained to the higher level of service which is now required of them.

Now that the restoration of Resort properties has passed the acute phase and the food and beverage ser-
vices have been improved to a much higher level of predictability, marketing of the resort’s facilities on a world-
wide basis has commenced.  Semiahmoo as a destination is being advertised not only right across the USA and
Canada, but also in Europe and Asia.

The Spa has been totally redecorated and the equipment updated.  The use of environmentally friendly
materials throughout the spa has been a prime objective.  Spa memberships are available to local residents;
there is an initiation fee of $1,000 and a monthly fee of $60, any additional family members pay $15 monthly.  It
is not possible for non-members to use any of the spa facilities on a daily basis.

The ballrooms and meeting rooms have been redecorated and re-carpeted and can offer facilities for
meetings of up to 300 persons.  Meetings and conventions already booked for 2015 number three times as many
as were held in 2014, and a similar number are already booked for 2016!   Many of these are Washington organi-
zations but some are already from further afield.

Many new functions are being planned at the resort for us all to enjoy; Saturday night Clam Bake will be
offered from May 23 until September 12 on the deck outside Packers Oyster Bar from 6-10 pm.  On Thursdays
from March 26 until September 24 at the same location, “Yappy Hour” drinks will be offered for guests and their
leashed dogs from 3–5 pm!  On the lawn on Friday evenings the  popular Backyard BBQ and Beach Party goes
from 6-10 pm.  Other special brunches will be offered in the Ballroom throughout the year– the first of these on
Easter Sunday April 5.

In Summary, the ongoing project to develop a world-class destination resort which is upscale and iconic is
well underway.

So what goes on at the golf club? Brett Eaton, director of golf operations tells us that the
membership is holding very steady at about 450 which is equal to about 700 players.  70% of
the members are Canadian residents.  Guests at the resort comprise 10-11% of the players on
the course.
Now that the courses are over 25 years old the challenges of keeping them in perfect trim are

increasing.  Trees are growing and the course has to be adjusted to adapt to this.   It is considered important
to conserve our trees to maintain the natural beauty of the course.  A team of 16 full-time grounds men care
for the courses in the winter and they are supplemented by 8 seasonal workers in the summer.  University
or college students fill most of these positions and appreciate the golf privileges that come with them!
Apart from mowing and clipping, fairways need to be sanded and bunkers rejuvenated on a regular rotating
basis. (continued on page 3)
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So what goes on at the golf club? (continued from page 2)
Our courses are rated by Golfweek magazine as in the top ten in Washington.  In June of 2015 the US

open senior men’s qualifier will be played on the Loomis trail course.  A major disappointment for our club
was the loss of the 2015 PGA Professionals Championship – this happening solely as a result of the closure
of the resort at a crucial stage in the planning.  It is hoped that this tournament may be attracted back here
in the future though the earliest this could happen is in 2019.

Meanwhile the courses and the restaurants are thriving under the new overall management.  A
major improvement in the office facilities will permit on-line tee time reservations to be made from your
computers, iPads, or iPhones by early summer.  This will not only be much more convenient for players but
will also improve the efficiency of the utilization of the course.

Summer Activities at the Semiahmoo Resort.

“Yappy Hour” bring your leashed dog and enjoy dog
themed cocktails ($8 ) on the Packers deck, with
home made gourmet doggie treats as well!
Thursdays from 3-5 pm (Mar 26-Sept 24).

Friday Backyard BBQ 6-10pm (May 22-Sept 11)
On the lawn outside Packers, delicious food served
family style.  $39 per person ($18 for 6-12 yr olds).

Saturday Clam Bake 6-10pm(May 23-Sept 12)
On the outside deck at Packers.  Fresh clams and
more with live music and entertainment.
$44 per person ($22 for 6-12 yr olds).

So what goes on at the Architectural Standards Committee (ASC)? “It looks the best it has
been in a long time” reports Sandy Bonnickson, ASC Adminstrator.  Two houses under con-
struction; one on Drayton Hillside and one on Bufflehead, another approved for construction
in Boundary Ridge.  Two construction applications are in acceptance; by the time you read
this four homes may be under construction.  It seems that the improving economy may be

moving into our neighborhood!
As far as undeveloped lots are concerned, the rules for their maintenance are being reviewed and

revised.  The prime objective is to deal with trees which present a hazard to existing homes or those walk-
ing along the road.  The owners of a lot with such trees will be contacted and given a timeline to deal with
the problem.  Tree limbs along a roadway must be trimmed to allow a clearance of at least 14 ft  for the
safe passage of vehicles.  Brush must be cleared back 5 ft from neighbor’s property and roadways.

The use of alternative roofing materials, approved several years ago, seems to be popular with
residents.  Any questions regarding ASC matters may be directed to Sandy at 360-371-7796.

Semiahmoo Marina Store.
Coffee and Gifts.

Hours 7.30 am—6.00 pm.
Time to start thinking of Gift Ideas

for your Friends and Family
Check out our Unique Display of Local Art Work

in our Gift Shop.
Hungry from all that Shopping?

Enjoy Fresh Made Soups and Sandwiches in our Café.

Coffee Special
Buy One – Get One free

Cut Coupon (Same or lesser value—expires 12/31/15)
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New and Improved SRA Website—The SRA website has recently been updated and improved. It has infor-
mation needed for the residents of the Semiahmoo community, such as: Meeting Minutes, the Covenants,
Conditions and Restrictions, Guidelines and Standards for Home Construction, and information about the
board. Under the Community heading, there is practical information for residents like: what will happen if
there is a snow storm, where to get an approved mailbox, a community map, and gardening tips to help
you plan your lawn care for the whole year. There are many services and activities in the surrounding
community given under Links, as well as travel information. We have a nice Photo Gallery and are always
looking for more photos of our community, so feel free to email submissions to us. The address can be
found under Contact. Enjoy perusing our site—www.semiahmooresortassociation.com. We thank
Kandace McKinney, PT Administrative Assistant for her time and effort on improving the website!



9001  Semiahmoo Parkway
Blaine, WA  98230

The offices are located in the
fire station.
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We are on the Web!

www.semiahmooresortassociation.com


