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Community Courier 

Semiahmoo  

President’s Report. 
Hello Semiahmoo Residents, 
 Greetings from the Semiahmoo Residents Association (SRA).  While we are still legally 
the Semiahmoo Resort Association, Inc., we are now doing business as the Semiahmoo Resi-
dents Association to better represents that we are residents of Semiahmoo which is an im-
portant part of the City of Blaine and not part of the separately owned Resort.  Also, note that 
we have a new logo.   
 The entire SRA staff is now settling into our new headquarters - “The SRA Center”.    
Finally having our own home will increase our efficiency and responsiveness to all of Semi-
ahmoo.  Feel free to drop by and visit. 
 The SRA has been busy.  The record rain in January resulted in erosion issues along 
Boundary Ridge and landslides onto the Old Drayton Harbor recreational trail.  We have en-
gaged a Geotechnical Engineering firm to assess and report on the potential remedies and 
prevention practices as we work with our neighborhood HOAs moving forward.   
 There are several new homes under construction and several homes being remodeled.  
We are 35 (officially 36 in October!) years old, after all.  The community growth rate has accel-
erated and we are constantly measuring the impact of more people on the character and in-
frastructure of Semiahmoo. 
 Last year the entire board was involved in the development of a new strategic thinking 
process.  The basis of the process was a determination of where we were, where we wanted 
to be and what we needed to do to get there.  As we look to the future, we are certain of one 
truth – things are going to change and get more complex.   
Some of the goals we identified are:  
 1)  To be more in touch with the community. 
 2)  To improve the consistency of our communication and our actions. 
 3)  To dramatically increase the involvement of the residents in the governance process. 
 4)  To focus our staff on priorities rather than urgencies.  
 5)  To turn our thoughts to the future of Semiahmoo in terms of strengths, weaknesses,  
      opportunities and threats.                                                   (Continued next page). 



(President’s Report continued) 
 
 The most visible evidence of these goals is the establishment of a number of com-
mittees made up of residents and board members.  Much more groundwork can be done by 
these committees and recommendations can be structured to bring issues to a decision mak-
ing SRA Board.  Our organized standing committees are: 
 ARCHITECTURAL AND LANDSCAPE (Architectural Standards Committee -ASC):  Over the 
years the SRA has maintained an Architectural Standards Committee in order to preserve and 
protect the natural setting and beauty of the community and to establish and preserve a har-
monious and aesthetically pleasing design for our community.  We intend that communication 
between the ASC and our residents be improved and the application of decisions by the ASC 
continue to become more consistent.  The ASC deals with all new property development from 
the intent to build to completion.  The committee has been expanded to keep up with its sig-
nificant workload.  Chairs:  Wally Greenough and Joel Green. 
 COMMUNICATIONS (SRA Voice):  The Communications Committee’s purpose is to con-
stantly improve communication within the neighborhoods of the community and with the city, 
county and state as well as with businesses that serve Semiahmoo.  The goal is to speak with a 
consistent voice in the interest of our residents.  Chair:  David Ulis. 
 ENVIRONMENT:  The purpose of the Environmental Committee is to provide input to 
the SRA Board as to activities and proposals from the Association, the ASC, the neighborhood 
HOAs, the City, contractors and our residents and owners in order to preserve and enhance 
the Semiahmoo environment.  The committee is a resource for our members regarding issues 
like air, water, aesthetics, energy, conservation, wildlife, health, and the cultural resources of 
Semiahmoo and its surroundings.  Chair:  Jennifer Plombon. 
 FINANCE (Financial Planning Committee):  The Finance Committee was established to 
enhance the information flow on financial issues that the SRA Board addresses on a continuing 
basis and to look forward to potential financial impacts in the future.  The committee will look 
at emerging maintenance and reserve issues and help revamp and simplify the SRA accounting 
processes.  Chair: Julia Green. 
 GOVERNANCE:  Because the SRA has grown up over the last 35 years, there is a need to 
bring consistency to all of our neighborhood HOAs’ documentation.  The committee also must 
continually review potential legal issues. changes in the law, and recommend organizational 
changes in order to respond most effectively to community needs.  Chair:  Michael Hayden. 
 MAINTENANCE:  The Maintenance Committee is reformatted to preserve and protect 
the natural setting and beauty of the community before construction (lot maintenance and 
appearance).  The committee will also expand its activity to perpetuate a harmonious and aes-
thetically pleasing appearance of homes after they are completed.  The core of the Mainte-
nance Committee’s work will continue to involve collaboration with Justin Cleere, our Director 
of Maintenance Operations, as to the roads, the storm drains and to specific common areas 
consistent with the CC&Rs.  Chair: David Ulis. 
                     (Continued next page). 



(President’s report continued) 
 
 SAFETY AND SECURITY:  The focus of the Safety and Security Committee is on various 
tactics to increase the safety and security of SRA residents.  While our incidents of crime are 
minimal they have increased in frequency, so the committee is looking at possibilities from 
neighborhood watch and emergency response teams.  Chair: Carole Gaasch. 
 
 We also have ad hoc committees that operate in conjunction with the board and 

standing committees such as: 

 a.  The ELECTION Committee, which is tasked with identifying and recommending 

 qualified candidates to ensure the continuity and competency of the SRA Board.   

 b.   The PARKWAY PRESERVATION Committee which monitors development along 

 Semiahmoo Parkway, and had success modifying the Woodberry Planned Unit  

 Development.   

 My observation is that we all have some responsibility to make Semiahmoo the kind of 

community in which we want to live and where we all have significant investment value to be 

protected.  If you are interested in helping please contact Lori Thorne at the office or give me 

a call. 

        Alec Berkman, President SRA. 

Further Contents of this Issue: 

 Gardening Tips       Sarah Ulis 
 A Matter of Opinion    Wally Greenough. 
 The SRA Web Site 
 Oysters, Our Local Delicacy 
 A Railway in Semiahmoo? 
 Some Facts on Fungi    Jennifer Plombon 
 The Birds of Semiahmoo: Seahawks       Alex Mazurkewycz   
 Photo: Drayton Harbor.    Nancy Rommes 
 Local events at Marina and Hotel. 

 
Editor’s Note:   We thank those who sent contributions for this issue.   Please re-
member that this is your Community Courier.     We invite suitable articles from 
any member of the community.    For more information please contact the editor 
by e-mail: davidjsteward@comcast.net 



Gardening Tips from Sarah Ulis. 
     (St Andrews Green) 
 I have been a passionate gardener for most of my life, and 
have learned a lot along the way, from books, magazine articles, gardening 
friends, and my own experience. Perennials are what delight me most; 
flowering plants that mostly die down in the fall and come up again in the 
spring.  
 Something that people can be confused about is watering; it's much better to water 
plants very well instead of for a short time more often.  This encourages the plant roots to grow 
deeply in search of water, instead of remaining near the surface.    If you have a sprinkler sys-
tem, water for about half an hour once or twice a week.  Once a plant is established, you really 
only need to water when the weather is hot and dry; although I do give my roses extra.  It's very 
important to water early in the day, preferably before the sun is up.    My sprinklers start at 
about 5am. This stops the water evaporating too fast; also plants absorb water best in the 
morning.  
 Another thing that I ensure is that all the leaves and pine needles are cleared off flower 
beds.   I keep mine for a mulch; if you let them rot down they will enrich the soil.   Pine needles 
are acidic, and are the perfect mulch for rhodos and azaleas.   Leaves should be pulled back in 
the spring, to allow the soil to warm up, also slugs can hide under them.   
 
 Here are some of the sun-loving perennials with which I have had success; they are also 
fairly drought tolerant , once established:  
Catmint [nepeta]  
Lambs ears  
Yarrow                                                                                      
Echinacea [cone flowers]  
Penstemon [humming birds adore these]  
Lavender  
Iris   
Peonies  
Day lilies  
Perennial geraniums [Rozanne is a favorite].  
 
 Some perennials that do well in shade are :  
Bleeding heart [I love the white one]  
Lily of the valley [this will spread a lot]  
Brunnera  
Heuchera   
Hostas [watch out for slugs!]  
Ferns .  



(Gardening tips continued) 
 
 Some excellent ground covers are :  
Creeping jenny [brightens a shady area with lime green leaves ]  
Ajuga reptans bronze beauty [bronze leaves and blue flowers ]  
Lamium.  
 
 A few words about roses.  I think everyone loves them. I mostly grow the David Austen 
English Roses, because they are nearly all deliciously scented, hardly ever get black spot, are 
repeat blooming, and are gorgeous to look at!   The only drawback I have found is that they 
don't last well in a vase.  I never use chemicals on my roses.   I just make sure they have plen-
ty of organic matter round them, and plenty of water, so they stay healthy. I grow garlic round 
them and hardly ever get aphids.   
 
 Did you know it's super easy to grow garlic? Get some organic garlic in the fall, split the 
bulbs into cloves, and plant them in October, in a sunny spot, two inches deep and six inches 
apart. They will come up in the spring, and be ready to harvest in August when the plants die 
down. Leave them to dry outside for a few days, and then keep them in an airy place.  
 
 As you know we have a lot of wildlife around here. They are very attractive, but I'm 
afraid deer are not welcome in my garden, mainly because they love the new shoots on my 
roses.  We have found that something called a "deer scarer", available online, is quite effec-
tive.   It has a motion sensor that shoots a strong jet of water when anything gets near it.   
The trick is to remember to use it, and to turn it off before you get near it!   
      Happy gardening !  Sarah 
 
 



A Point of View!        Wally Greenough writes: 
 

Keeping Undeveloped Lots in Their Natural State should be strongly encouraged! 
 
Vacant land provides many more ecosystem services than other urban land uses, such as gar-
dens or lawns, including bio control, soil food web productivity, storm water retention ser-
vices, habitat provision services, and climate regulation and carbon capture.  
 
Vacant land vegetation is a cost-effective way of reducing the need for storm water capture. 
This vegetation captures a significant percentage of runoff. This directly protects Drayton 
hillside. This mitigation of storm water also improves the safety of water for fish and protects 
drinking water supplies.  
 
Trees, shrubs, and groundcovers can maintain slopes and reduce erosion from surface water, 
shallow groundwater and, to some extent, coastal processes. Evergreen trees and other veg-
etation are most valuable and able to protect soil and remove water during the winter 
months when deciduous plants are dormant. A diverse mix of both evergreen and deciduous 
plants provides the greatest protection.  
 
Trees store tons of carbon and reduce air pollution. The understory of weeds and shrubs 
maintains moisture in the soil, upon which our trees rely. The consequence of eliminating the 
shade from native vegetation is that the water is not retained and runs off rather than keep-
ing our trees alive.  
 
Vacant lots in Semiahmoo improve the air quality and consequently public health, cool the 
air by counteracting the urban heat island effect and thus reduce demand for air condition-
ing, and support climate change adaptation.  
 
Research suggests that vacant land can provide ecological habitats for a wide range of plants, 
mammals, birds, and insects, thus supporting biodiversity and urban wildlife health.  
 
 
 
 

THIS 
OR 

THIS? 
 
 

(Continued Next Page) 



Compared with lawns, natural areas:  
 cool air temperatures in the summer 
 dampen sound 
 provide a neighborhood buffer and increase privacy 
 reduce air pollutants such as ozone, which burn lung tissue 
 reduce storm water runoff and flood damage downstream 
 reduce water temperature downstream 
 increase water levels downstream during drought 
 improve water quality downstream, fewer algae blooms 
 improve well water quality 
 raise groundwater levels 
 reduce need for pesticides and fertilizer 
 
In conclusion, preserving natural vegetation will:  
 Save money on site stabilization 
 Help reduce soil erosion 
 Save money on landscaping costs 
 Provide areas for wildlife 
 Provide buffers and screens against noise 
 Moderate temperature changes 
 Provide shade and cover for the land and surface waters.     Increases in stream water       
 temperature tend to lower the dissolved oxygen available for aquatic life. 
     Thank you to Wally for this contribution! 

Have you visited the SRA website recently? 

 Our SRA website (www.semiahmooresortassociation.com) is your 

source to discover much valuable information about  living in Semiahmoo, 

and what goes on here!     You can find listings of all the Board and Com-

mittee members of the Association, and the minutes of all meetings are 

posted in a timely manner.    There are useful links to listings of utility companies that service 

our area, community services in Blaine, and even sites that will guide you with gardening 

problems, to mention just a few! 

 The website is being continuously updated with new features.     An extensive new fea-

ture is the Environmental Committee contribution.     Here you will find many useful links to 

help you find the answers to common questions; e.g. where can I recycle electronics, how do 

I deal with hazardous wastes,  what toxic hazards may affect our neighborhoods, etc.etc. 

 It is time well spent to spend an hour or so just exploring around the website, you may 

be surprised at what you find! 



Oysters, Our local delicacy!      

 Oysters have been an important component of the food of 

Semiahmoo dwellers for thousands of years.    Evidence from shell 

middens in this area show how the indigenous peoples have relied on 

shellfish, including oysters, to complement their diet for at least 

10,000 years.     Indeed the Coast Salish tribes perpetuate an ancient saying “When the tide 

is out, the table is set”.      Oysters were called “Klok Klok” in the local dialect. 

 Oysters were abundant in the es-

tuaries all around USA when Europeans 

arrived in the 18th and 19th century.    

Initially they were expensive and eaten 

only by the wealthier citizens.      

 However by 1880 they were be-

ing extensively harvested and became a 

staple food of the working men and 

women.    They were abundant and in-

expensive.   Oysters from our region 

were shipped in great quantities to supply the needs of miners during the California gold 

rush.       The sign above reads “Oysters 1 cent each”! 

 By the late 1880’s oysters had become very popular and were being prepared and 

served in many different ways and at any mealtime.    Oyster meat was cheaper than beef 

and was chosen to augment many dishes. 

 Early residents of Blaine chose oysters to celebrate special occasions, the Blaine Jour-

nal of  2nd January 1890  reported:   “A wedding supper was held at 6:30 New Years day at 

the residence of E. A. BOBBLETTE (Sic) …… An oyster supper was indulged in by Mr. and Mrs. 

BOBLETT, Edward ROBERTS, Mr. and Mrs. GOTT and family…..” 

 The popularity of oysters lasted through the years 1880-1906 after which concerns 

about their role in causing disease were raised.     Typhoid fever particularly was identified 

(Probably incorrectly!) as resulting from eating oysters.    However this did result in the pas-

sage of new laws relating to food handling and packaging.     Demand for oysters fell and  

prices remained low.     A serious outbreak of typhoid in Chicago in 1924, linked to tainted  

oysters was widely publicized by radio and newspapers.     This led to the establishment of a 

National Shellfish Sanitation Program (NSSP).      The NSSP today provides guidelines and 

standards for all aspects of an individual state’s shellfish protection program. 

 
(Continued next page) 



  Monitoring of commercial shellfish cultivation sites consists of regular sam-

pling for fecal coliform contamination and monitoring of water temperature to avoid har-

vesting when the danger of vibrio colonization might be high.    In addition periodic sur-

veys of the adjacent shoreline are conducted to detect possible sources of contamina-

tion.  The results of this monitoring of oyster beds in Washington State may be found at: 

 https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Shellfish/GrowingAreas#monitor 

 The cost of oysters increased sharply after the second world war, and they once 

again became a delicacy enjoyed by the wealthier diners.     Washington now produces 

more oysters than any other state, and is the only one to allow private ownership of tide-

lands. 

 Locally, attempts to improve the waters of Drayton Harbor and provide a safe site 

for the cultivation of oysters date back to the 1980’s.     Oyster farming commenced in 

1985 as a non-profit endeavor using 150 acres of the harbor.      This activity continued 

for 10 years until  the State closed the harbor to shellfish cultivation due to contaminated 

water. 

 Intensive efforts to improve the water quality were now initiated with the help of 

the Puget Sound Restoration fund.     These were aimed at limiting the run-off from 

farms and improving the safety of septic systems around the bay.   The Drayton Harbor 

Shellfish Protection District’s Citizen Advisory Committee was formed in 1995.    Local 

volunteers put in many hours of work identifying possible sources of water pollution.   In 

2001 the Drayton Harbor Community Oyster Farm was established.   Several areas of 

Drayton Harbor were seeded with Pacific oyster at this time.     In 2004 permission was 

granted by the health department to harvest oysters seasonally based on tests of the wa-

ter quality.       At this time these activities were operated as a community organization;    

members paid a fee and received an allotment of oysters each year. 

 In 2013 the Drayton Harbor Oyster Company LLC was launched as a for profit or-

ganization.     Initially harvesting could only occur in the Summer months.    This changed 

in 2016 when the bay was healthy enough to permit year round activity.     In 2019 a fur-

ther 765 acres of Drayton Harbor were approved for commercial shellfish cultivation, 

crowning 20 years of efforts to clean up the bay.     The success of this enterprise has 

been recognized by a “Shellibration” held in Blaine each December since 2017! 

 Recreational harvesting of oysters from our shorelines is regulated via a different 

administrative organization.     Information for private citizens wishing to collect oysters 

can be found at the following website:  

https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-01/wdfw_beach_seasons_bar_chart.pdf 



A Railway in Semiahmoo? 

 We may not have the trains stopping in Blaine yet, but we do have a railway system in 
Semiahmoo!     It is a narrow gauge railway, very narrow, H0 gauge to be precise!   
 The Semiahmoo railway system is located on the lower level of Bob and Carol Selby’s 
house in the Aerie. 
 Bob has been a railway modeler for most of his life.    As a child he was fascinated by 
the model railway displays he saw in the windows of stores at Christmas time.  The gift of a 

Marx model railway set when a 
schoolboy of 7 or 8 years set 
him going.   He started to add 
rail-side features to this, model-
ling all the buildings himself.   
He also became intent on learn-
ing about the electrical circuitry 
needed to build a layout.   Pro-
gressively he added landscape 
to his system and gained expe-
rience with building highly de-
tailed miniature replicas of ac-
tual buildings. 
 While a college student 
Bob spent his vacation time 
working on a real railroad; he 

helped replacing track ties on the Union Pacific Railroad in Eastern Oregon and studied real 
trains    While studying at college and when working on his PhD Bob set aside time each 
evening to relax and engage in 
building models.    Many of 
the models in his present lay-
out date from these times. 
 Building a real layout 
truly became possible when 
he got married and had a 
house with a garage or better 
still a basement. 
 The buildings in the lay-
out are designed with the 
help of photographs of actual 
railroad and city buildings. 
This provides a real sense of 
authenticity to the project. 



 The Layout at Bob’s home in the Aerie, of which only a portion is shown above,  was com-
menced when he retired in 2007.   In 
order to expand the system, rail lines 
were routed through a wall into an 
adjacent closet.    The entire system is 
landscaped; Bob personally executed 
all the art work entailed .      As can 
be seen from these photographs the 
amount of detail and the precision of 
the work throughout is truly amazing! 
 A wonderful hobby. 
 

Editors note:  No! I am afraid you cannot visit  

and see this lay-out just at present– it is undergo-

ing yet another revision and is again under con-

struction! 



What is Among Us?  

             Some Facts on the Fungi of the Pacific Northwest. 

Contributed by Jennifer Plombon 

 
Our damp, temperate climate is fabulous for fantastical fungi growth (is anyone wonder-

ing if I recently read “Beowulf”?).      What is a fungus (plural fungi or funguses)? They’re mem-
bers of the Kingdom Fungi, which includes yeasts, molds and mushrooms.  

 
They’re classified as eukaryotes; this describes their cellular structure, in which the cell 

nucleus and many of the other cellular components are enclosed in a membrane. Interestingly, 
the cell walls of fungi contain chitin, which is the hard, fibrous substance that makes up the exo-
skeletons of insects. Scientists used to consider them to be plants, but we now know that 
they’re more closely related to animals.  
 
 While many fungi are barely noticed by humans, being small and hiding in dark places, 
they are enormously important to us. We eat them directly, as mushrooms and truffles; we use 
them to cause bread to rise; alcoholic beverages to ferment; other foods to ferment and be-
come more flavorful, such as soy sauce, cheese and kimchee; many of our antibiotics are de-
rived from fungi (penicillin, e.g.); and they can be used to create biological herbicides and pesti-
cides. Their bad side causes wood to rot; crops and food to spoil; buildings to become danger-
ously uninhabitable due to mold; and people to become poisoned. They’re pretty tough; they 
can survive in deserts, salt flats, deep in the ocean, and in areas with strong radiation.  More 
than 70 species glow in the dark. Remember the article I wrote about Northern Flying Squirrels, 
recently discovered to glow in the dark? It’s been postulated that they glow in the dark because 
it has enabled them to see other things that glow in the dark, including the mushrooms they 
eat. 
 
 Reproduction is so varied it’s beyond the scope of this article to describe all the various 
methods, but two are interesting and noticeable by us.    Many mushrooms form fairy rings; 
they send out underground “probes” (mycelium) in all directions that rise to the surface and 
create new growth, making a ring of mushrooms.    Other fungi shoot out spores; some shoot 
them out when they are weighted down with raindrops, others when touched (such as 
puffballs), and others, such as stinkhorns, attract insects to disperse their spores.     When my 
husband and I lived in South Carolina, we had a neighbor who dumped a bunch of yard waste 
across the street from us.    A few days later, the most astonishing things I had ever seen came 
poking up through the trash pile.   Seriously; I thought they were aliens, but in fact, they were 
stinkhorn mushrooms. Please search “stinkhorn” images on the internet, you’ll be speechless at 
their weirdness.  

 On the next page are examples of what I saw! 
 



Mycology is the term for the study of fungi; researchers are called mycologists. When I 
was getting my Forestry degree, many, many, many years ago, we had to spend part of the 
summer in Itasca State Park in Minnesota taking outdoor classes. There was group of mycolo-
gists staying there as well, for a research project. We called them “Spore Heads” and they 
called us “Tree Huggers.” I reckoned we had the better nickname to use! 

What and how do fungi eat? Well, they eat almost anything, including us. They gener-
ally use enzymes to penetrate and break down living tissues of other beings into liquid 
matter they can then absorb. In so doing, they can cause damage ranging from minor 
(athlete’s foot) to deadly (aspergillosis infections), but can also be used for good. Penicillin, 
statins, and some chemotherapeutic drugs are made from fungi. 

They’re all around us. Here are a few photos my husband took on a recent walk: 

                     
      “Ladder” mushrooms growing up a tree                                         Slime mold 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multi-colored fungi growing on a stump 
 
 Want to learn more? Here are some good references:  
https://tinyurl.com/urontaf This will take you to “Weird Lichens and Fungus of the Pacific 
Northwest” and some amazingly strange photos. “Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest” by 
Steve Trudell and Joe Ammirati is an excellent guide. Before I go, please remember this; do 
NOT pick and eat wild mushrooms unless you are an expert on them, or are with an expert 
on them and even then, be very, very careful.    Poisonous mushrooms can cause agonizing  
deaths. Visit https://tinyurl.com/vhmwapl “Pictorial Key to Mushrooms of the Pacific North-
west” by Danny Miller for more information and note that he says “Before attempting to use 
this key, you must read these instructions. Remember, the colour coding is for scarcity, and 
says nothing about edibility. Don't eat anything based on what you see here. Even edible 
mushrooms can kill you if picked in the wrong spot. Any mushroom may make some people 
sick!     NO MUSHROOM IS SAFE FOR EVERYBODY!” When I was a kid growing up in Minne-
sota, my Mom used to pick and cook Inky Cap mushrooms for us, which are edible; but with 
a caveat we never knew about at the time. Wikipedia says “It can be eaten but is poisonous 
when consumed with alcohol – hence another common name, tippler's bane. It’s sheer luck 
that we never ate them with a glass of wine! 

      

https://tinyurl.com/urontaf
https://tinyurl.com/vhmwapl
http://www.alpental.com/psms/PNWMushrooms/PictorialKey/Instructions.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverage


The Birds of Semiahmoo 

 Sea Hawks and Semiahmoo     

                    by Alex Mazurkewycz   

   (Drayton Cove) 

 Oh, the delicious Semiahmoo irony, going 

to an establishment called Packers on any fall 

Sunday afternoon to watch Seahawks! But other than a football player, what exactly is a Sea-

hawk? We see a dramatic bird’s head emblazoned on football helmets, but what kind of bird 

is that? Is it a falcon? An eagle? A hawk? The correct answer is that it’s an osprey. Despite 

their common name, ospreys are not considered hawks. 

 The osprey is a large, up to two feet tall, fish eating raptor with a wingspan of over five 

feet. It’s a unique species found on all continents except Antarctica. Ospreys are common 

summer residents in our area, but most winter in the southern hemisphere. Their backs are 

brown/blackish, while their head and underparts are mostly white. Their feet are well 

adapted for capturing fish. They have spicules (specialized bumps) on their feet that help 

grasp prey. The outer toes are reversible, meaning that they can grasp prey with two front 

facing toes, and two rear facing. This is particularly useful for holding on to slippery fish. They 

have closable nostrils to keep water out when diving and dense oily plumage to shed water. 

Ospreys usually mate for life, and build large twiggy nests in trees, utility poles, or where 

trees are scarce, on platforms built especially for them. 

 Bald eagles capture fish too. When a fish is spotted, 

an eagle will swoop low and snatch a fish at the surface 

with its powerful talons. Eagles do not dive into the water 

since they cannot take off from the water. If they inadvert-

ently end up in the water, they will have to swim to shore. 

Unlike eagles, ospreys can take flight from the water. They 

will dive feet first into the water, catching fish well below 

the surface. This ability makes the osprey a more successful 

fish predator than the eagle. Eagle’s success rate hunting 

fish is around 10%. Ospreys fare much better, around 90%. 

(continued next page) 



 For a few weeks last August, Semiahmoo had an osprey visiting the pond in Drayton 

Cove. The bird would circle the pond up about 100 feet until it spotted something inter-

esting. It would then drop to about 30 feet for a closer look. If it still looked promising, it 

would hover above the prey, then dive into the pond feet first submerging beneath the sur-

face. On two occasions it successfully came up with a fish. In both cases the fish were 8” 

goldfish! Go figure. 

 If you would like to learn more about raptors, come visit the Sardis Raptor Center in 
Ferndale. You’ll see eagles, owls, hawks, vultures and falcons up close and personal. Sardis 
Raptor Center is dedicated to the rehabilitation and release of raptors from all over the Pa-
cific Northwest. If a bird cannot be released back into the wild, it is kept for educational pur-
poses. Sardis’ educational program Hunters of the Sky has appeared at local and state fairs, 
events, community organizations, and state parks with live birds, and knowledgeable do-
cents, thrilling tens of thousands of people of all ages with a close up look at our feathered 
neighbors. Sardis is open to visitors Saturdays 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM and is located at: 7472 
Valley View Road, Ferndale WA 98248. See you there!  

      Thank you to Alex for this contribution! 

  

Images of Semiahmoo.    Drayton Harbor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photograph taken by Nancy Rommes 



 

  

Semiahmoo General Store & Café 
  

We provide a very pleasant environment on a Spring day. 

 

During the present emergency situation we are only serving coffee. 

Open every day from 7 am to 3pm  

 

As the situation changes updates may be found on our website 

 

(www.semiahmoomarina.com) 

 

 

 

Buy one 12 oz coffee and get one free! 

  

10% off all purchases for Semiahmoo Residents (except Consignment items) 

  

  



 

 

  

5787 Semiahmoo Drive, Blaine, WA 98230 

360-371-7796 www.semiahmooresortassociation.com 
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Lori Thorne, Administrative Assistant — lorithorne@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Sharon Holland, ASC Administrator – sharon@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Ken Johns, Construction Compliance Consultant — sharon@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Justin Cleere, Director of Maintenance Operations — justin@semiahooresortassociation.com 

       Staff 

INVOICING OF DUES INFORMATION 

The majority of property owners in Semiahmoo will receive their SRA dues invoices via email.  Invoices are 

emailed from: invoicing of dues@semiahmooresortassociation.com 

Many email servers detect the invoices as “spam” or “junk” and some people missed seeing them in their     

inbox.  Please keep an eye out in July for your invoice and mark it as “not junk” - thank you! 

PLEASE NOTE: The invoice also includes the new gate code for your neighborhood! 

The most convenient way to pay your dues is our Direct Debit option.  Contact Lori (see above) to request a 

Direct Debit authorization form.  Owners who use Direct Debit still receive an invoice stating the amount to be 

debited from their checking or savings account and the date the draw will take place. 



Due to the present emergency situation all events at the Hotel  

have been cancelled. 

 

A listing may be provided at a later date when 

the situation improves. 


