
 

 

 
 

 

Landscape Standards  

 Effective Date: TBD 

Published by the Semiahmoo Resort Association 

Architectural Standards Committee 

 

 

 

 

5787 Semiahmoo Drive 

Blaine, WA 98230 

 

(360) 371-7796 

Administrator Email: ascadmin@srahoa.com 



 

Version Date: [XXX, 2021]. This version supersedes all previous versions of 

the Standards for Residential Construction and is subject to change without notice. 

 

1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The mission of the Semiahmoo Resort Association (SRA) Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) is 
to enhance and preserve the natural beauty, harmonious design, quality of life and sense of 

community in Semiahmoo. 

 

 

The SRA is governed by a set of rules that affect land use, architectural design, and landscaping. These 
Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&Rs) are designed to preserve the natural beauty of our 
attractive setting; establish and preserve a harmonious aesthetic design for the buildings in the 
community; and protect and promote the overall property values in the SRA. As described in Article X of 
the CC&Rs, the SRA Board of Directors appoints homeowners to serve on the ASC. The ASC meets twice 
monthly to review projects that significantly change the appearance of a home, including but not limited 
to new single family and multifamily home construction, renovations affecting a home’s exterior, 
additions or changes to landscaping, tree removals and additions. The ASC does not issue City of Blaine 
building permits, nor does it review plans for compliance with all applicable building codes. The 
Committee’s function is to verify that building plans are in compliance with the SRA CC&Rs, any specific 
Neighborhood CC&Rs, and the Standards for Residential Construction. The ASC will issue an SRA 
Construction Permit upon approval of plans by the ASC, receipt of a copy of the City of Blaine Building 
permit, and payment of applicable fees.  

Compliance with the CC&Rs is a process that involves all property owners and residents in the SRA 
community. The information in this document will help in the preparation of an application to the ASC. It 
provides more specific standards beyond the criteria established in CC&R Article X. This information needs 
to be examined at the start of planning for a new home or home improvement and needs to be reviewed 
carefully with the architect and builder at the beginning of the design process. Many misunderstandings, 
additional costs and disappointments can be avoided by closely following these Standards for Residential 
Construction at the outset of the design process.  

Landscaping is integral to preserving the consistent and harmonious look and feel of Semiahmoo. The 
sense of an informal village set in a dense Northwest forest is the original vision for Semiahmoo and 
influences open spaces, common areas, single family and multi-family residential locations. These 
standards are intended to promote this natural look and feel throughout the community. 
 

The SRA staff is available to assist owners in adhering to these standards. The ASC Administrator can be 
reached at (360) 371-7796, or via email at ascadmin@srahoa.com. Owners are also encouraged to utilize 
the information available on the SRA website: (www.semiahmooresortassociation.com).  
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1. LANDSCAPE STANDARDS 

Variation in landscaping and preservation of natural aesthetics is a high priority in Semiahmoo. 

Significant trees must be preserved when possible. Plants and trees must be placed in locations 

appropriate for their growth patterns and future mature size that comply with view control 

guidelines. Please see the Tree Removal, Retention & Replacement Guidelines for additional 

information regarding existing trees on your lot. 

 

2. NEW CONSTRUCTION LANDSCAPING 

All landscaping must be submitted for review and approval with the home plan submittal. 

Submissions must include a detailed landscape plan created by an architect, licensed landscape 

designer or contractor and completed landscape check sheet. Irrigation must be installed for all 

new construction. Drip systems are encouraged, and all systems must meet neighborhood CC&Rs. 

Landscaping should blend with adjacent lots, common areas and the golf course.   Smaller trees 

and/or urban forest should be left intact when possible (areas left natural). Owners may apply for 

seasonal extensions if applicable.  

 

3. LANDSCAPE ALTERATIONS 

Landscape plan review and approval is required for alterations that include the construction of 

new hardscape, retaining walls, decks, shade structure or water features. New planting or re-

landscaping that exceeds 25% of landscaped property must also be approved. 

Any proposed alteration within designated buffer areas must be approved by the ASC. 

 

4. LANDSCAPE PLANS 

All landscape plans should include the element listed below: 

4.1 A scale rendered landscape plan of the lot including structures, proposed plantings, 

irrigation, sidewalks, patios, decks, hot tubs, water features and trellises. 

4.2 A legend of trees and other plantings, specifying the number, species and size within the 

ASC guidelines.   

4.3 Areas where ground cover will be used and the type of ground cover material (e.g. rock, 

bark, mulch). 

4.4 Retaining walls that are 4 feet in height or more, measured from the bottom of the 

footing to the top of the wall, require a city permit. These include retaining walls built to 

keep land from sliding which must comply with land use requirements (critical areas, 

shoreline or steep slopes). The submittal must include height, material and finish (e.g. 

cap applied to manufactured stone). 

4.5 Garden walls installed in the garden for aesthetics (can be up to 24”and not used for 

slope retention). 

4.6 Utilities clearly marked and screened. 
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4.7 Any rain gardens, bioretention cells or ponds for stormwater management cannot be 

placed in setbacks and will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. The engineering plan 

for the construction must be submitted along with the landscape plan. 

4.8 Verification of compliance with neighborhood and City of Blaine impervious surface 

rules (35%). 

4.9 The landscape plan review checklist must be completed and returned with landscape 

plan submission. 

 

The ASC does not dictate a style of landscaping to Semiahmoo homeowners. Each lot is unique 

and landscape plans will vary. Some helpful guidelines are provided below: 

• Plants and trees should be placed in locations appropriate for their growth patterns and 

future mature size. 

• 3-gallon and 5-gallon plants should be used for general landscaping and 1-gallon plants 

should be used for ground cover areas (the ASC anticipates that smaller plants would be 

spaced closer together).  Ground covers spaced per the nursery recommendation, but no 

greater than 36 inches apart. 

• A greater quantity of conifers and indigenous trees, and a lesser quantity of ornamental 

trees should be used. 

• Unplanted or sparsely planted bark areas should be limited. 

• Landscape should blend with adjacent lots, common areas and the golf course. 

• Smaller trees and urban forest should be left intact when possible (areas left natural) 

• Completed projects should have an established look, avoiding a newly planted sparse 

look. 

 

5. RAISED BED GARDENS 

Raised garden beds are permitted in the backyards of homes in Semiahmoo. The raised bed can 

be up to 3' high and a limited length and width by the available backyard space due to every lot 

size being different. Before any installation activities or modifying the property related to a garden 

bed, the homeowner must apply to the ASC for approval of the plan. This is done on a case-by-

case basis. Materials used must be rock, concrete blocks or wood.   The garden bed should be 

screened from view of neighboring properties the street or the golf course with upright shrubs 

planted 3 to 4 feet apart 

 

6.           TREE PRESERVATION, CARE AND PLANTING 

Maintaining a natural and treed environment is a priority in Semiahmoo. The preservation of 

significant trees should be incorporated into the design of your home and landscaping.  

Significant trees should be preserved, and existing trees should be in place to frame and enhance 

the front and rear view of the house, screen undesirable views, and provide privacy between 
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neighbors, and partially screen homes from the view of the golf course. Upon completion of a 

home and its landscaping. 

 

A single lot should have a minimum of 15 trees. This number includes existing and newly planted 

trees, that is purely a minimum and does not allow the removal of healthy trees as explained by 

10.07(d) of the CC&Rs. The size and number of replacement trees required to be planted will be 

determined by the ASC. Neighborhood CC&Rs may include additional guidelines.  

 

6.1 Size of Newly Planted Trees: Newly planted trees and replacement trees: Deciduous trees 

should be a minimum of 3 inches in diameter. Conifers must be a minimum of 6 feet tall 

or more after planting. Plants must be a minimum of 3-gallon and 5-gallon in size. Plants 

of 1-gallon sizes may be appropriate for ground cover and closely placed plants. The ASC 

anticipates that smaller plants would be spaced closer together. The ASC may require 

replacement trees larger than the minimum required size.  

 

6.2    Location of Newly Planted Trees: Large trees are considered permanent lot 

improvements. Newly planted trees must be planted at least 10 feet from a dwelling and 

placed in locations which will allow the tree to grow and thrive. See view control plan for 

neighborhood specific height restrictions. 

 

6.3        Replacement of Trees on Improved Lots: These guidelines recognize the need to remove 

or replace diseased, dead, dangerous, or fallen trees from time to time. Unless there are 

mitigating circumstances, these trees must be replaced with trees sized as stated above. 

 

  6.4 Species of Trees: While evergreen trees are preferred, the guidelines recognize that the 

owner may want, or the topography may require, a combination of evergreen and 

deciduous trees in the finished landscape. 

 

     6.5       Excavation, Site Preparation and Existing Tree Care: Put a temporary fence (as a 

temporary barrier) around the drip line of the tree to be retained (or 10’ – 15’ from the 

trunk, whichever is greater) to define the space around the tree. Inside this fencing do 

not: remove any soil, drive a vehicle, stack building materials, park equipment or add soil. 

The place where the roots start to flare out at the base of the tree trunk indicates what 

the proper soil level should be around the tree.   Do not do anything that would compact 

the soil. 

 

6.5.1 Consider threading pipes and conduit under and around existing roots, rather 

than cutting through the roots. Hand dig around roots whenever possible. When 

the roots of an existing tree must be cut, make a clean cut. 
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6.5.2 Place 2" diameter pipe sleeves under driveways and sidewalks prior to pouring 

concrete or installing pavers for future outdoor lighting and sprinkler irrigation 

needs. 

6.5.3 If possible, save tree groups – it may put a tree at risk if nearby trees are removed. 

Consider saving smaller trees and the forest under story. 

6.5.4 In an effort to preserve existing trees in the Semiahmoo Community, 

homeowners may in writing request with the Architectural Standards Committee 

to be allowed to top and trim their trees which have been deemed in violation of 

the View Control Plan. The homeowner must first obtain a written statement 

from a tree service company, licensed in the state of Washington, stating that the 

subject tree(s): 

 a) can be successfully topped to the applicable height restriction, 

 b) will have a reasonable expectation of survival, and  

 c) can be trimmed to be aesthetically pleasing and maintain the natural 

shape of the tree.  

 

Trees which have been topped and trimmed will require regular maintenance at 

the expense of the owner of the property.  It is understood that certain trees, due 

to size, age, species, etc., are not as conducive to being topped and shaped. If a 

tree should begin to show disease and die, the tree must then be removed with 

the approval of the ASC and replaced with a tree from the View Control tree list, 

if the removal of such tree(s) results in the lot having less than the 15 trees 

required by the Architectural Standards and Guidelines.  

 

7.     PEDESTRIAN PATHS 

Existing crushed limestone paths must be restored upon completion of the landscaping. The 

Semiahmoo Resort Association (SRA) Board of Directors approved removal of the gravel paths by 

homeowners within the community, subject to individual approval by the Architectural Standards 

Committee (ASC) under the guidelines below. If an owner with a gravel path in front of their home 

wishes to remove the path the following applies: 

7.1 The area where the gravel path is presently situated will remain an SRA and utility 

easement. 

7.2 If the property owner chooses to remove the gravel on the easement adjacent to their 

property, they have the option of covering the area with grass, landscape bark or low 

groundcover. They must apply to the ASC. 

7.3 The homeowner will be responsible for any expenses incurred removing and disposing of 

the gravel material. 

7.4 Once the gravel path is removed from the easement adjacent to their property the owner 

assumes responsibility for maintenance of the area. 
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7.5 If the property owner(s) choose not to remove the gravel path it will continue to be 

maintained by the SRA as per normal practices. 

7.6 Restricting the easement to bark or low groundcover or grass is necessary to provide 

individuals walking on the road with an emergency escape route should it be necessary 

to avoid an approaching vehicle. 

 

8.     LANDSCAPING NEAR TRANSFORMERS AND UTILITY BOXES 

If you have an electrical transformer (City of Blaine) on your property, leave 6 feet in front and 3   

feet on the sides and back open with only low vegetation. The City of Blaine will remove any 

shrubs or trees if they are within the designated perimeters of the transformer boxes if access is 

needed (roots from trees and shrubs can entangle or move the utilities under the easement area). 

Other utilities should be screened from view with shrubs. 
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 APPENDIX A - LANDSCAPE PLAN CHECKLIST 

 
 

  Homeowner Name _____________________________________________   

  Property Address ___________________________________Lot #________  

 Owner Questions  

1. Have the trees you would like removed been clearly marked with green tape and 

evaluated by the ASC before beginning work? 

 

2. Does your plant legend show size, quantity, and species? 

 

 

3. Will your plants be appropriate size for future view control?   

4. Are the existing trees clearly shown? 

 

  

5. Does your plan include locations of non-vegetative ground cover such as bark or rocks? 

Bark must be a natural brown or black color. Unplanted bark areas should be limited.  

  

6. Are the locations of all utilities, irrigation system and mechanical equipment shown?   

7. Are your sidewalks, paths, patios, decks, retaining walls, water features and trellises 

indicated on plan? Include dimensions, materials, and finish. 

  

8. Are all of your trees located 10 feet from the foundation of the house?     

9. Are there 15 trees in your plan, including both original and new?   

10. Is the landscape plan overlaid onto the site plan?   
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 ASC Review Questions  

1. Will the plants blend well with the neighborhood?   

2. Will plants be appropriate in size in 15 to 20 years?   

3. Are there unidentified plants in the landscape plan?   

4. Are the utilities screened from neighboring properties, golf course, and street?   

5. Are the plants on the landscape plan appropriate for sun/shade conditions? 

 If not, suggest alternatives. 

  

6.. Are there suggestions for additional screening from the road, neighbors? 

If yes, give suggestions 

  

7. Are there areas of sparse coverage?   

 If yes, where? 

  

8. Are there areas of over-planting?  

If yes, where? 

  

9. Are there adequate vegetation buffers to separate lots?    

10. Are there more desirable plants that could be planted? (less vulnerable to disease, 

viability, growth pattern?  

If yes, give suggestions. 

 

 


