
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT ON REMOVAL OF A DISEASED TREE IN SEMIAHMOO THAT HAS BEEN 
USED AS A BALD EAGLE NESTING SITE 

 
When a tree that has been used as a Bald Eagle nesting site needs to be removed, there is a comprehensive process that 
must be followed before that action is taken.  The details of this procedure for a tree that is being removed in Semiahmoo 
are as follows: 

A tree within Semiahmoo that contains a Bald eagle nest is approved for removal due to its safety hazard to the public. 
While Bald and Golden eagles are no longer listed as Endangered species, they remain protected under Federal and State 
laws. The owner of the property containing the tree has meticulously followed all Federal and State regulations regarding 
removal of eagle nests, and has obtained permission from the ASC to remove this tree. 

From the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: “The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act prohibits anyone, without a permit 
issued by the Secretary of the Interior, from "taking" bald or golden eagles, including their parts*, nests, or eggs. The Act 
provides criminal penalties for persons who "take, possess, sell, purchase, barter, offer to sell, purchase or barter, 
transport, export or import, at any time or any manner, any bald eagle ... [or any golden eagle], alive or dead, or any part*, 
nest, or egg thereof." The Act defines "take" as "pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest 
or disturb."” 

In the Code of Federal Regulations (https://www.ecfr.gov/ ), the removal of Bald Eagle nests or trees is covered by:  
§ 22.27 Removal of eagle nests. In summary, an in-use nest (one in which breeding and nesting activity have been 
verified), may be removed when “where necessary to alleviate an existing safety emergency.” In the case of the Black 
Cottonwood (Populus trichcarpa) located within Drayton Hillside Gate #2 and containing a Bald eagle nest, a certified 
arborist has reported the tree as diseased and heavily damaged, including a large opening into the heartwood, and is 
“deemed a high risk to human safety and property.” It is very large and very tall and poses a risk to nearby homes should 
it fall; in addition, should it fall while the nest is actually in use, either with eggs or eaglets in the nest, it poses a significant 
risk of harm to the eagles. Removing the tree and nest before it falls, in a season when it is not actively supporting eggs 
or eaglets, is the safest solution to protect all at-risk parties. 
 
Both the U.S. and WA State Departments of Fish & Wildlife have given written permission for the lot owner to have this 
tree and nest removed, with the following stipulations: 
 

• No birds or eggs may be injured, killed or destroyed. 

• Any eagle carcasses, feathers and parts including nonviable eggs found in and around the nest must be salvaged and 
feathers, parts and carcasses must be shipped to the National Eagle Repository in Colorado. This is common practice 
to protect eagles; wildlife rehabilitation centers routinely send eagle parts to the Repository.  Nonviable eggs and the 
nest itself must be destroyed by burial or incineration or donated to a qualified public or scientific institution. This 
author has checked with the two nearest wildlife rehabilitation centers, and neither is interested in taking and 
displaying an eagle’s nest at this time, so burial or incineration will be necessary. 

• The permitee is required to observe for and document any eagles attempting to build another nest at another site 
within 0.5 miles of the removed nest and whether the nest produces any young. 

 
The SRA/ASC has added additional stipulations that the ASC and the Environmental Committee be informed of the date 
of tree removal and that a member of the Environmental Committee be present to observe the removal and the care 
taken with eagle parts found. 
 
The permittee/lot owner is aware of and has agreed to all of the above stipulations and the Environmental Committee 
has agreed to make a member or members available. In addition, given the intense interest in this nest and in our resident 
eagles, the community is encouraged to report any activity of new nest-building by the eagle pair to the Environmental 
Committee, from whom it will be reported to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 
   
 

 

https://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/BALDEGL.HTML
https://www.ecfr.gov/


The specific black cottonwood tree mentioned earlier is slated to be removed early next week, the week of January 10th.  
For safety reasons, please do not come to the site just to see what is happening.  If you feel like you need to be an 
observer, please stay on the opposite side of Drayton Harbor Road or Night Heron Road. 
 
The care and concern from the Semiahmoo community for these eagles and our wildlife in general is heartwarming.  
 


