Semiahmoo Resort Association

Community Courier
Spring 2018

New Digital Edition Number 8

President’s Report.
Hi Everyone,
Spring is here (almost). Still waiting for the warm weather and sunshine to appear.
The most important item to note is that the Semiahmoo Resort Association (SRA) has
been asked to vacate the Fire Station by July 11. To that end, the Facilities Committee is
working very hard to find a new facility to support both the administration and maintenance
operations. This has been in progress since January and we believe a solution is just around
the corner. With finalization it is hoped we can commence construction and be in place by
early Fall.
I want to thank all those people who offered their suggestions and help in the effort to
find the new facility. It was a clear demonstration of how much members care about our
community and want to participate.
The Board of Directors will be distributing information regarding the purchase and a
Town Hall is being planned so that you can hear in person the process and have any questions answered.
Of great importance is that the trail along the harbor below Aerie and Drayton Cove is
CLOSED due to slide activity. The Maintenance Committee is working with a geologist to
determine what actions are necessary. Barriers are up at both ends of the trail. Please
respect these barriers.
Also of note is that when the weather improves we will begin repairing road surfaces.
Justin and crew will supply ample warning of the pending repairs so that you can plan around
the work. This is the beginning of many needed repairs to our road surfaces in the coming
years.
(Continued next page)

President’s Report continued…
Sea Smoke is now platted and the developers can begin the sale of lots. A model
home is under construction. We did a brief walk-through and for the footprint it is a very
nice home. It will be exciting to see the finished product later this spring.
One thing I wish to bring to everyone's attention is the subject of our Covenants,
Conditions & Restrictions (CC&Rs) and Community Rules. Everyone received the Amended
and Restated CC&Rs in the AGM package and the Community Rules are posted on the SRA
website (www.semiahmooresortassociation.com). The office is receiving many complaints
regarding people not picking up after their pets, the parking of vehicles in the streets, and
the condition of undeveloped lots. When you purchased your property in Semiahmoo, you
signed an agreement to abide by the rules governing the community so that we can maintain
a beautiful and welcoming environment. If you find the rules to be unfair or onerous, please
let our staff know and the Board Of Directors can consider changes. If the complaints continue, the Board will have no choice but to take action to ensure compliance.
Speaking of compliance, Rob Bloch, Construction Compliance Consultant, has resigned
effective the end of June as the ASC’s support person for review and compliance. The SRA is
looking for a replacement with a particular background in construction to meet our needs
with all of the building currently under way.
Enough said! Let’s get out and enjoy the wonderful area we live in.
Thank You,
Greg Wendt
President, Semiahmoo Resort Association.

Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) Report.
On January 1st two new members joined the ASC; Nancy Dierx and CJ
Stauffer joining incumbent members Joel Green, Wally Greenough, and Joel
Madsen. Meetings are held on the second and fourth Thursday’s of each month
at 8.30 am and are open to all SRA members to attend as observers. If you wish to make a
presentation you should contact the ASC administrator in advance.
Twelve new home submissions have been received. These are for homes in Clubhouse
Point, Semiahmoo Shore, and Sea Smoke. A further six new submissions throughout the
community are anticipated in the next few months.
The list of alternate roofing materials has been updated and is available on the SRA
website (scroll ASC and documents). The View Control Plan (VCP) has also been updated.
Neighborhoods with a building height restriction of less than 30 feet will be allowed to top
trees that obstruct the view. See full details at the SRA website (scroll ASC and documents).
The ASC is presently reviewing the condition of all undeveloped lots and when this is
complete will notify owners of any maintenance needs. The Guidelines and Standards for
Home Construction are also under review and it is hoped to have this completed by early
summer.
Any questions regarding the ASC should be directed to Sharon Holland, ASC administrator at 360-371-7796, extension 1, or sharon@semiahmooresortassociation.com.
Retirement of Rob Bloch ASC Construction Compliance Consultant.
Rob has been our compliance consultant since 1999. He has
been responsible for ensuring that all construction plans and activities are in accordance with our CC&Rs. He has been reviewing new
home submissions and construction sites. He interacts with owners, architects, builders, the city of Blaine, and attends bi-monthly
ASC meetings. He will retire on June 29. A search for a replacement is ongoing. We thank Rob for his dedicated service to the
SRA over these 19 years.

Update on Marin Building Number 3.
An application to complete Building #3 of the Marin project on the spit was reviewed
by the City of Blaine and a public hearing held on February 22. Following this, conditional
approval was granted for building to commence within the next two years
For more information go to :
https://www.ci.blaine.wa.us/DocumentCenter/View/14700

News from the Resort.
Effective in April the dining options at the Resort have
been revised. The “Pierside Restaurant” has been merged
with “Packers” into “Packers Kitchen + Bar” and both will
operate as a single entity. The menu and prices will be
identical and the emphasis will be on the casual dining
style of “Packers”. This less formal dining style will allow
prompt service throughout the restaurant. A single
reception desk will handle reservations and walk-in patrons, who will be offered a choice of dining
location.
The barbecues on the lawn will commence the weekend before Memorial Day and will be
held Fridays, Saturdays and some Sundays. This year there will be table service and family-style
dining with live music. Friday evenings will feature seafoods, clam bakes, etc., and Saturdays and
Sundays will feature traditional barbecue fare.
The Spa is open to all SRA members for day use (Appointments at 360-318-2009
or spadesk@semiahmoo.com) The Beach Activities Center will open for the Summer
season on May 19.
The Resort gardens will continue to be improved and the parking lot in front of Marin
will be replanted with flowering trees soon.

Update on Semiahmoo Shore.
According to the Semiahmoo Shore website fourteen houses have now sold in the development and there are six sales pending. All of the units facing Semiahmoo Bay are now either
sold or are pending sale. Eight units are now available for sale and eight are under construction.
A further ten units will be available along Drayton Harbor next winter. Further information at
www.semiahmooshore.com.
Update on Sea Smoke.
Work continues on the show home.
A gravel path has been laid down across the
northwest corner of the neighborhood and a
bench installed facing what will be a retention
pond. There is no news as yet as to when the
show home will be completed.

Disaster Planning - CERT at Semiahmoo.
Just suppose you call 9-1-1 and no one
answers, or perhaps none of the phones are
working, and there is no electricity or water.
Your house is damaged and someone is hurt.
We hope it will not happen but it could, and
you would have to depend on neighbors.
The Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) concept was first developed and
implemented by the Los Angeles City Fire
Department in 1985. Since 1993, training
programs have been made available throughout the country by FEMA.
CERT is a program designed to help everyone make their communities safer, more prepared, and more resilient when serious incidents occur. The program trains volunteers to
manage the situations that may exist following a disaster; such matters as fire safety, light
search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.
The training program has been developed to a uniform national standard. A series of
lectures are supplemented by practical exercises and simulated emergency situations. This
typically occupies two hours of classroom instruction each week for eight weeks which is
conducted by qualified trainers.
In a disaster situation the professional responders may be overwhelmed with requests for
their services; the CERT program provides an additional emergency resource. In such a situation
CERT operates in association with professional responders, usually the Fire Department.
However, in Whatcom County, CERT is associated with the Sheriff’s Department.
In Semiahmoo, we have four persons trained as CERT members. Because this is so few,
we are operating in conjunction with Blaine and Birch Bay as North Whatcom County CERT. Ultimately, it is most desirable that we recruit more volunteers and have a separate Semiahmoo
CERT with its designated leader and identified emergency meeting location (probably the golf
clubhouse).
Two members of the SRA have recently completed a course to become CERT trainers and
will be able to help in the qualification of more CERT members in Semiahmoo. Those who are
interested in volunteering should contact Greg Hope (GHope@co.whatcom.wa.us).
Further information can also be obtained from Mary Lou Steward (360-371-8618 or
marylousteward@comcast.net).

Blaine Once More Has a Lighthouse!

Work is progressing well on Blaine’s new lighthouse on Peace
Portal Drive, which will become our local Starbucks café. The design
has been modeled on the original Semiahmoo lighthouse, which
stood off the spit from 1904 until 1944.
By 1895 there was so much shipping coming to the canneries
on the spit that the need for a lighthouse became urgent. A lantern
was hung on piles near the harbor entrance where the present tripod stands, but a proper light was needed. The Semiahmoo postmaster, Mr Carver, who had been tending this lantern was persuaded to petition the US Lighthouse Board. Due to the intervening
Spanish American War it took several years and repeated applications to secure the funds for the lighthouse. However, in 1904 the
US government purchased the title to 10 acres of land on or near
the spit for $50, and allocated $25,000 for construction. The octagonal white wooden building
sat on a platform supported by over one hundred piles, had two stories and was topped by a
circular light. Living space was provided by an annex on the East side, a similar extension on the
West housed the engine room and boiler. Rainwater from the roof was collected in tanks for use
in the house. The first keeper, Mr Stanfield arrived in Blaine in May of 1905, Mr Carver was
appointed assistant keeper but did not take up this position.
Over the next 39 years, a succession of keepers took over responsibility for the light.
Edward Durgan served from 1911 until 1919 when he was struck by a heart attack while on duty.
His wife, Estelle, was assistant keeper at the lighthouse and was with him, but there was no telephone available. She flew the flag inverted to attract attention but nobody noticed it. Hours
later a boat stalled near the light and came to help but it was too late Edward died. Estelle took
over as keeper. In 1939 the light was automated and the need for a keeper ended. By 1944 the
US Coast Guard considered the light unnecessary and it was dismantled and removed. The Blaine
Journal reported “It will be some time before local residents become accustomed to looking out
over the water and not seeing the old familiar lighthouse"
What it would look like if it were there today!

Scenic Day Trips from Semiahmoo:

Port Townsend .
Quick History.
Port Townsend bay was named by Captain George Vancouver on May 8, 1792, while he
was exploring Puget Sound. That day he reported in his diary: it is "a very safe and more capacious harbor than Port Discovery; and rendered more pleasant by the high land being at a
greater distance from the water-side". At that time his ship was anchored in what is now called
Discovery Bay, the inlet immediately to the west of Port Townsend; Vancouver named this after
his ship the “Discovery”. It is generally reported that “Port Townshend” was named after the
Marquis of Townshend, and the “h” later omitted. However, interestingly, Archibald Menzies a
botanist and surgeon who travelled with Vancouver on May 8, 1792, referred to the bay as
“Port Townsend” in his journal of that day.
The town site was first settled in 1851. Alfred Plummer and Charles Bachelder landed in
a canoe and gave presents to the Clallam Indians, who inhabited the area, in return for being
allowed to settle there. They filed a claim under the Donation Land Claim Act and built a log
cabin at what is now the corner of Water and Tyler Streets. They were soon joined by other
settlers and the town began to grow. The local Indians continued to help the settlers and today
Chetzemoka Park in the city is named for the Clallam tribal leader of the time.
Jefferson County of the Oregon Territory was established in 1852 and surprisingly the
very small settlement of Port Townsend was named as its county seat. When Washington Territory was established the next year, the Puget Sound Customs Collection District was moved
from Olympia to Port Townsend. This meant that every ship from foreign ports had to stop
there for customs formalities. Many other ships entering Puget Sound also stopped there to
provision. On the basis of this maritime business the city rapidly began to grow. By 1860 Port
Townsend had a population of 264 and was the seventh largest settlement in the Territory.
In the 1870s a building boom became established, stimulated by rumors that the railroad
would soon come to the city and make this the gateway to the Pacific. The maritime trade had
continued to grow and there were many provisioning stores, hotels, saloons and bordellos to
cater to the seamen. Crew were frequently recruited there and shanghaiing was said to be a
common event.
However, the railroad did not arrive and this frustrated the local businessmen. In 1887
they decided to act for themselves. The Port Townsend and Southern Railway was incorporated with plans to extend a line down to Olympia and link up with the Northern Pacific. They
raised money and began construction but only completed a mile of track southward from the
city before their funds ran out. Later the Union Pacific made a promise to complete the tracks
and make Port Townsend its terminus. This led to more speculation and building but it never
happened; the tracks were just completed south as far as Quilcene. In 1884 the railroads
reached Seattle, having earlier linked with Tacoma, and established those cities as the gateway
to the Pacific. So the “City of Dreams” lost out on the race to become the gateway to the
Pacific.

The buildings of the late 1880s however,
remained. The economic depression that
followed the building boom meant that
there were no funds to tear down old
buildings and replace them. Much restoration was carried out during the 20th
century and Port Townsend now remains
one of the best examples of a Victorian
seaport; one of only three on the National
Register of Historic Places.
For a much more detailed account of the
interesting history of Port Townsend go to
http://www.historylink.org/File/10752

The Day Trip.
The drive from Blaine to the Coupeville ferry terminal will take just under two hours.
Travel by interstate 5 South and Highway 20 West, exiting at S Main Street in Coupeville.
This road becomes S Engle Road and will take you directly to the ferry. The ferries leave
every ninety minutes or so throughout the day, and the crossing takes 35 minutes. Check
times at https://www.wsdot.com/ferries/schedule/ for the date which you have chosen to
travel; extreme low tides occasionally lead to cancellations. If you are simply going over to
visit the city it is not necessary to take a car. The ferry terminal is located at an easy walk
from the city center. Cars may be parked at the State Park just East of the ferry landing, a
“Discovery pass” is required here. Walk-on tickets for this ferry ride are very reasonable at
$3.35 each way (or $1.65 for senior citizens!).
Walking out of the ferry terminal and turning right you are almost immediately into
the City. Many of the Victorian buildings have historical plaques on their façade which are
fun to read. Almost at the far end of the main street sits the City Hall, which also houses the
Jefferson County Historical Museum. In the jail at this site, Jack London spent a night on his
way to the Klondike in 1897. At the far end of the main street is the headquarters of the
Wooden Boat Foundation. The Annual Wooden Boat Festival will be held this year from
September 7-9th. Over 300 boats will attend and there will be many exhibits and presentations.
The upper city is reached by a staircase one block inland at Taylor Street. Many fine
homes were built here and remain for us to see. One notable example is the Rothschild
house, built 1868, now fully furnished as it was 100 years ago. It is open to the public daily
May to Sept 11:00 am-4:00 pm (more info see www.hauntedhouses.com/states/wa/ or
rothschild_house.htm).

The Birds of Semiahmoo: The Sanderling

Sanderlings are in the Scolopacidae or Sandpiper family; the full name is Calidris alba,
“alba” meaning “white”, since Sanderlings are pale-colored birds for most of the year. The
name “Sanderling” comes from the Old English term sand-yrðling, which means "sandploughman". You can see how this name came about; they run back and forth across the
sand, ploughing it up for food.
Sanderlings are amazing travelers. The ones we see here on our coast may have spent
the spring and summer breeding in the Arctic Circle and Greenland, but some of the Sanderlings breeding in the Arctic Circle fly all the way to South America, Australia or Africa for the
winter. Large flocks of Sanderlings who winter in South America stop off on the coast of
Delaware on their way north, to eat horseshoe crab eggs, whose egg-laying season corresponds with the Sanderlings’ arrival. This has become problematic, as increasing numbers of
horseshoe crabs are harvested by medical companies. Horseshoe crabs have blue blood,
containing copper instead of iron, and their blood is used to create a chemical that is used in
medical applications. They are drained of up to 30% of their blood, which can take them
away from the ocean for one or more days, and although they are supposedly returned to
the ocean, the stress of the blood collection and time out of the ocean can cause mortality
rates of up to 30%. Increasingly, Sanderlings (and Red Knots, shore birds who are even more
dependent on horseshoe crab eggs) show up to feed on the eggs only to find smaller and
smaller populations of crabs.
As their name implies, Sanderlings like the sand. While they tend to nest in dry rocky
areas (but still close to water), they spend the rest of the year chasing waves on sandy
beaches. Back and forth, back and forth, they look like they’re riding invisible bicycles.
They’re looking for small invertebrates such as crabs, worms, mollusks, etc. They don’t actually hear or see these small animals in the sand, they simply rapidly and repeatedly plunge
their bills into the soft sand left when a wave retreats, hoping to catch something. Spend
some time on one of our sandy beaches watching them; it’s both funny and exhausting.
They’ll also eat seeds and insects if necessary.
Sanderlings are mostly whitish with pale grey wings and back for much of the year;
during breeding season they briefly (and beautifully) add rusty red mottling on the back,
head and breast. Their legs and bills are always black.

Sanderlings have some interesting nesting behaviors. The female usually lays four olive
green, speckled eggs, and both male and female take turns incubating the eggs; so far, just
what we would expect. However, females may also lay eggs in two separate nests, with the
male incubating one nest whilst the female incubates the other. Still somewhat fair, wouldn’t
you say? But some females mate with two males, laying eggs in two nests, with the males
each incubating “their” nest, and the female leaves! If both parents stay at the nest, they
watch over the chicks for several days, while the chicks learn to feed themselves. Chicks
begin to fly at 17 days of age.
Sanderlings make a “wick wick” sound as they take flight. Follow this link to hear a
recording: https://tinyurl.com/y74sayen. A group of Sanderlings is known as a “grain” of
Sanderlings; I assume as in “grains of sand”? Some sites state that Sanderlings are so numerous they are listed as a species of Least Concern, but the Audubon Society says: “May be
seriously declining; some surveys show an 80% drop in numbers in the Americas since early
1970s. Relies heavily on a few staging areas in migration, and vulnerable to destruction of
those sites.” This would fit in with the increasing difficulty in finding horseshoe crabs eggs,
and with the increasing damage to our beaches and waterfronts that they need during migration. It would be a shame to lose these funny little “clockwork birds” and their unceasing
wave chasing!
Contributed by Jennifer Plombon.
Another Semiahmoo Resident.
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Semiahmoo Marina Store and Cafe provides a very pleasant environment on a Spring day for a
hot coffee, cool drink, sandwich or bowl of soup. Daily lunch specials and soup of the day can be
found each day at: www.semiahmoomarina.com.
Open every day from 7.00 am to 5.00 pm (6.00 pm after May 11th) and providing free
WiFi for customers. Wander the aisles to examine the work of local artists and find that perfect
gift.
Special Marina Events:
May 5th.
May 19th .
June 8th and 22nd.
July 4th.
July 14th.
July 6th and 20 th.
August 3rd, 17th and 31st

Semiahmoo Yacht Club Opening Day.
Kite Festival on the Spit.
Barbecue.
Semiahmoo Float in Blaine Parade.
Concert on the Bay (E dock Band).
Barbecue.
Barbecue.

Buy one 12 oz coffee drink special and get one free! Ask about group discounts for six or
more persons. 10% off all purchases for Semiahmoo residents (Except consignment items).
We are offering Friday Happy Hours for all alcoholic drinks: 15% off from 3-7 pm
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INVOICING OF DUES INFORMATION
The majority of property owners in Semiahmoo will receive their SRA dues invoices via email.
Invoices are emailed from: invoicing of dues@semiahmooresortassociation.com
Many email servers detect the invoices as “spam” or “junk” and some people missed seeing them in
their inbox. Please keep an eye out in July for your invoice and mark it as “not junk”.
The invoice also includes the new gate code for your neighborhood.
The most convenient way to pay your dues is our Direct Debit option. Contact Lori (see above) to request a Direct Debit authorization form. Customers who use Direct Debit still receive an invoice stating the
amount to be debited from their checking or savings account and the date the draw will take place.
Whether you receive your invoice via email or snail mail, please contact Lori by email or phone at
lorithorne@semiahmooresortassociation.com or at 360-371-7796, ext 2 to ensure your address (email or
mailing) is accurate in our database.

