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Guidelines for Maintenance of Undeveloped Lots  
   
The goal is to allow undeveloped lots to remain in as natural and undisturbed state as possible for the benefit of soil 
stabilization, to keep green plants on the lot to reduce dried material that could be a fire hazard, and for the benefit 
of wildlife for nesting, denning, hiding, and food.    
   
An "undeveloped lot" is a lot that does not contain a home, any other structures, and is not landscaped or gardened.    
   
Owners of undeveloped lots will be asked to maintain their lots for the following reasons:    

1. Brush, weeds, blackberry brambles, etc., encroach into a developed lot’s yard. In this case, a 5 - 10 ft (no wider 
than 10 ft unless specifically requested by the SRA) clearing of the brush on the impinging borders may be 
required. There should be no requirement to clear any borders that impinge on other undeveloped lots.   

2. There are dead or diseased trees that, if they fell or broke off, would pose a hazard to surrounding homes or the 
road. In these cases, significant trees (as determined by the ASC) must be examined by the ASC who will verify, 
with the assistance of a licensed arborist if needed, that the trees are indeed dead or diseased before they are 
cut. If possible, tall snags or stumps should be left on the land for soil stabilization and wildlife.   

3. There are trees whose branches overhang the road or sidewalk in such a manner that traffic, or pedestrian     
safety is affected, by striking cars or impeding views of the road or signs. Branches that hang over the road at 
less than 14 ft high from the road surface must be cut back to allow SRA Maintenance vehicles to drive 
beneath them. The ASC and/or a licensed arborist should be consulted to determine how much needs to be cut 
whilst preserving the tree if possible.   

4. There is brush that encroaches onto the road or sidewalk in such a manner that traffic  or pedestrian safety is 
affected, by striking cars, forcing pedestrians into the road,  or impeding views of the road or signs, or water 
drainage is affected by impeding drains. In these cases, a 5 – 10 ft (no more than 10 ft unless specifically 
requested by the SRA) boundary of the lot facing the road must be cleared.   

The following guidelines for undeveloped lots should be observed:   
 

1. Vegetation in the 10’ borders must not be cut down to the ground, but should be left at least 6” high, to     
stabilize soil and reduce dust.  
 

2. Trees on undeveloped lots shall not be cut for building (or renovation of an existing home) unless and until an 
actual building plan has been submitted to the ASC and the “footprint” of the home or renovation is marked out 
on the lot. The ASC will then inspect the trees proposed for cutting and should only approve removal of those 
within the footprint of the home, driveway, or within 10’ of the foundation or renovation.   
 

3. Common areas shall not be cleared simply to remove “undesired” brush or weeds, particularly on slopes. 
Permission to perform clearing of such lands must be sought by the ASC (or other committee managing 
undeveloped lot maintenance) particularly in areas under the purview of the Shoreline Master Program, Blaine 
City Ordinance No. 19-2930.   
 

4. Unless required for the building of a new home or for urgent safety reasons, lot maintenance shall be avoided 
during the period of spring through late-summer, since nesting birds and breeding mammals need these trees 
and vegetation to raise their offspring.   



 
5. All debris associated with border clearing, tree branch trimming, and tree felling, shall be removed promptly 

from any site by the owner (or agent hired by the owner) at the end of the job, to avoid piles of dead dry debris 
that can be a fire hazard. 
 

6. Care must be taken to clear (but not scalp) a 10’ area around electrical boxes, cable boxes, fire hydrants, 
pumping stations, etc., for easy access.   
 

7. Undeveloped lots will be reviewed by the SRA on an annual basis and owners contacted if maintenance is 
required. 


