
 

  2014 
Version 7 Issue 9 

Community Courier 

Semiahmoo Resort Association 

President’s Message 
 A very warm welcome to our new residents and our returning snow-birds. We are fortunate to enjoy 

living in such beautiful surroundings and in a great community. I encourage you to see the many upgrades 

underway at the Semiahmoo Resort and Spa and partake in the many offerings at the Health Club, Spa, Golf 

courses and restaurants. The Semiahmoo Resort and Spa is once again an important member and financial 

contributor to our association and to the community. 

 The Semiahmoo Resort Association Board of Directors, Architectural Standards Committee and    

Election Committee are comprised of a great group of volunteers who willingly give their time and expertise 

to ensure that the natural beauty, quality of life and financial viability of our community is maintained. This 

would not be possible without our small group of dedicated staff at the Semiahmoo Firehall and new mainte-

nance storage facility on Shintaffer Road.  Rather than the Declarant Trillium Corp., the Semiahmoo Resort 

Association is now guided by an elected Board of Directors who are elected for a two year term in alternate 

years.  I would encourage all SRA  members to become involved through visiting the new SRA website, read-

ing the minutes of the monthly BOD meeting, attending a monthly Board meeting at the Semiahmoo Firehall 

and most  importantly consider serving on the Board, Election Committee or ASC as your time permits.  

 Your SRA Board of Directors wishes all our members a most enjoyable Spring season!  

      Michael Coltart, President 

We moved, Remember!    Please use our new address!We moved, Remember!    Please use our new address!We moved, Remember!    Please use our new address!We moved, Remember!    Please use our new address!    

 To mail items, and especially for those SRA members who use auto pay accounts—please 
make sure you have updated our address, it is:   

9001 Semiahmoo Parkway, Blaine WA, 98230.9001 Semiahmoo Parkway, Blaine WA, 98230.9001 Semiahmoo Parkway, Blaine WA, 98230.9001 Semiahmoo Parkway, Blaine WA, 98230.    
 Our web site address remains unchanged: 
    www.semiahmooresortassociation.com 
Where you will find our new website under development! 
 If you have not provided your email address to the SRA office, please do so  
as quickly as possible—debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com.  
Thank you! 



BlaineBlaineBlaineBlaine————a Border City!a Border City!a Border City!a Border City!    
 In June 1856 the United States and Great Britain signed the Oregon Treaty which 
set the border at the 49th parallel.  Initially the border was marked by a 40 ft wide path ( 20 

ft on each side )  that was cut though the forest in 1857 by a joint team of US and British workers.  The only 
residents nearby at the time were members of the Semiahmoo tribes—mostly living north of the new border.   
Means to define the 49th were not very precise in 1857 and, in fact, today GPS shows the 49th parallel run-
ning just north of B street in Blaine.  Thus if the border were correctly placed at the 49th parallel today, 
Blaine residents on A Street would find themselves living in Canada!  The Fraser River gold rush took place 
in 1858 and at this time the twin small towns of Semiahmoo were settled on the mainland and across the 
water on the Tongue ( S pit ) .  The town site was logged in 1876 and major clearing and construction    
commenced in the 1880’ s ; the City of Blaine was incorporated in 1890. 

 The border was a very casual affair in the early days, however Canada established its first border 
customs house in 1880’ s .  This was situated about 5 miles north of the border on the Nicomekl river along 
the trail to New Westminster.  New Westminster, a name chosen by Queen Victoria, was founded as the 
capital of the Colony of British Columbia in 1859 and is the oldest city in BC.  The Canadian Pacific railway 
reached there in 1885.  A customs office opened in Blaine in 1888 on the road leading south from this trail 
across the border. 

 Border crossings became more controlled in the 1890 ’ s.  A report in the Blaine Journal of 16th July 
1891 stated “ The customs authorities on both sides of the international boundary line at this point are    
becoming quite particular.  Everything must report now.  If you wish to take your best girl out riding on the  
B. C. side in a Blaine rig you had better go to the office of the British inspector at the St. Leonard hotel and 
report; also report when leaving and returning at the U. S. office here.  If you are going horseback, the 
same, and we don't know about baby cabs and bicycles, it might be well to inquire about that, and if your old 
cow strays across the line she may belong to Victoria before you see her again, or Uncle Sam may have her 
by the horns if she doesn't report when she comes in again. There is a wall with a gate in it, sure now.”. 
 Much more detail on the origins and history of the border crossing can be found at: 
www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file _ id=9148. 

 The first Border Patrol Office in the Pacific Northwest was opened in Lynden in July 1924 in re-
sponse to increased immigration legislation in the previous decade.  The Labor Appropriations Act of 1924 
had introduced quotas for agricultural workers and it was anticipated that many would attempt illegal entry 
from Canada.  Prohibition added to the need to patrol the borders, nevertheless Blaine became a well     
recognized entry for smugglers ( As it still is! ) .  In 1948 the sector headquarters was moved from Lynden to 
Blaine—first to the Pacific Highway port of entry, and in 1966 to the present site on H Street. 

 Today the Peace Arch Crossing is the third busiest between the USA and Canada with up to 3,500 
cars on a slow day up to 4,800 on a busy day.  Nearly 2,000 trucks transit the Pacific Highway crossing 
daily.  The number of traffic lanes at Peace Arch was increased from 8 to 10 when the US port of entry was 
recently rebuilt. 

 The Peace Arch was built to commemorate the centennial of the Treaty of Ghent which ended the 
war of 1812.  Fundraising commenced in 1914 coordinated by Sam Hill a Washington State lawyer and   
humanitarian.  Concrete for the Arch was presented by R.P Butchart of Victoria who established Butchart   
Gardens in his former limestone quarry.  Construction began in 1920 and the Arch was dedicated in 1921.  
Originally it was surrounded by a 7 acre park which was expanded to the present 43 acres in 1931with the 
help of donations collected by schoolchildren of both countries.  The original shrubbery around the arch was 
given by R. Moran, a Seattle shipbuilder and owner of Rosario Mansion on Orcas Island.  Today the        
gardens are planted with 200 perennials and 55,000 annuals are added each year.  Over 500,000 visitors 
tour this site each year; one of few that are listed in the National Historic Registries of two countries.  
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Some Community Information and Reminders!Some Community Information and Reminders!Some Community Information and Reminders!Some Community Information and Reminders!    

There have been some thefts from mailboxes in our neighborhoods.  Please make  sure that you 
clear mailboxes promptly and be very cautious about leaving any envelopes containing checks for 
collection in you box overnight.  The ASC is considering our mailbox design and whether a locking 
type of mailbox should be introduced.  While on the subject of mailboxes—we have had some in-
stances when bees or wasps have built their nests inside—our mail carrier has been stung on occa-

sion.  Please check your mailbox regularly.  If you are planning an extended trip, you may want to 
contact the Post Office and ask to have your mail held.  Also, a friendly reminder from the Blaine 
Police Department to place your address on both sides of your mailbox! 

There have also been some thefts of parcels left on doorsteps by UPS or FedEx carriers.  Please 
make sure that you pick up your packages promptly or arrange for a neighbor to do this for you. 

A reminder to residents: Community Rule #20 states that No maintenance workNo maintenance workNo maintenance workNo maintenance work shall be 
done on Sundays or holidays using noisy equipment or machinery such as a chain saw, 
power saw, leaf/debris blower, power-washing equipment, tree chipper, etc., except in an 
emergency situation.  Routine yard maintenance by property owners, using power equip-
ment and machinery limited to mowing, trimming and weeding, is permitted on Sunday   
between 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Living with our DeerLiving with our DeerLiving with our DeerLiving with our Deer    
While deer may look cute in their natural surroundings they are less attractive when they are feasting 
in your garden.  While there are very few certain “Deer resistant plants” but there are some that deer 
may tend to avoid.  The following is a list of a few of such plants suitable for the Pacific Northwest pro-
vided by “Better Home and Gardens”. 

1. Foxglove.  The plant is poisonous and deer know this well.  These plants grow well in part shade 
on moist, but well drained soil.  They are biennials and take 2 years to flower.  However, their seeds, if 

allowed to drop, will grow new plants for you next year! 

2. Marigolds.  These add bright color to borders or containers.  They grow 1 to 3 feet in height in sunny locations, 
with moist well drained soil. 

3. Anenomes.  These perennials grow well in the sun or part shade.  They are low maintenance and good for con-
tainers. 

4. Black Eyed Susan.  This perennial grows well in sun or part shade on average soil and adds color to borders. 

5. Delphinium.  These tall perennials do well in sun or part sun but need protection from the wind.  They will often 
bloom again if stalks of faded flowers are trimmed off. 

6. Dianthus.  Small pink flowers among blue/green foliage grow well in sun or part sun.  They are useful on slopes 
for erosion control. 

7. Geraniums.  Very colorful in containers and hanging baskets.  They are very easy to keep over the winter in the 
garage! 

A Note from the ASC: Update on Undeveloped Lot MaintenanceA Note from the ASC: Update on Undeveloped Lot MaintenanceA Note from the ASC: Update on Undeveloped Lot MaintenanceA Note from the ASC: Update on Undeveloped Lot Maintenance    
The ASC appreciates the positive response from many undeveloped lot owners who have performed lot maintenance 
in recent months.  This has created a positive impact on the overall appearance of the community. 

Members of the ASC are completing an assessment of all of the undeveloped lots. They have developed a point sys-
tem to prioritize those lots needing work done.  When this assessment process has been finished (in April), relevant 
lot owners will be contacted. 
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9001 Semiahmoo Parkway 

Blaine, WA  98230 

The offices are located in the 

Fire Station. 

Semiahmoo 

Resort 

Association 

  Michael Coltart, President  

  Paul Atchison, Vice President 

 SRA Larry Larson, Secretary 

Board Don Hardy, Treasurer 

of Buzz Abercrombie, Assistant Treasurer 

Directors Kurt Haggman, Director 

  Bryan Johnson, Director 

  John Mulhern, Director 

   

 Ms. Wally Greenough 

 Architectural John Hamilton 

 Standards Del Hodgins 

 Committee Rick Ionita 

  Ken Johns 

  Debbie Smith, Non-Voting Meeting Chair 

 SRA 
Debbie Smith, SRA Executive Director 

debbie@semiahmooresortassociation.com, 360-371-7796 

Staff 
Rob Bloch, Construction Compliance Consultant 

rob@semiahmooresortassociation.com, 360-371-3588 

 
Sandy Bonnickson, ASC Administrator 

sandy@semiahmooresortassociation.com, 360-371-7786 

  
Justin Cleere, Maintenance Foreman 

justin@semiahmooresortassociation.com, 360-296-5206 

  Jeff Kennedy, Maintenance Assistant, 360-224-4284 

  Sean Hurta, Seasonal Maintenance Assistant 

Semiahmoo Resort Association 

9001 Semiahmoo Parkway 

Blaine, WA  98230 

We are on the Web! 

www.semiahmooresortassociation.com 

 


