
   
 

   
 

Tree Removal, Retention & Replacement Guidelines 

1. OBJECTIVE: To preserve the natural setting and beauty of the Semiahmoo Resort 

Community, and to provide consistent treatment of property and owners. 

CC&R Section 10.06.01 “...Dwellings and structures will be located with regard to the 

topography of each Site taking into consideration the location of trees and vegetation and other 

aesthetic and environmental considerations…” 

CC&R Section 10.07(d) “Unless located within Ten (10) feet of a building… no Owner… shall be 

entitled to cut, remove, or mutilate any trees, shrubs, bushes, or other vegetation having a trunk 

diameter of six (6) inches or more at a point of four (4) feet above ground level, without obtaining 

the prior approval of the ASC…”  

Significant trees are identified as any tree deemed by the Architectural Standards Committee 

(ASC) to have size, shape, health, and appearance that contributes to the natural setting and 

beauty of Semiahmoo.  

2. EMERGENCY HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL 

a. An immediate tree hazard is when a tree suddenly starts uprooting (cracks appear in the soil) 

or a tree suddenly starts splitting (fresh, white sapwood is visible in tree cracks) where the 

main branches connect to the trunk AND the tree threatens to damage people or property. 

Dead trees are generally not immediate hazards. 

b. If a tree is an immediate hazard, the tree may be removed or the hazardous portion pruned 

before obtaining a permit in order to eliminate a clear and present danger to structures or 

people. This provision exists to protect human life and property from imminent tree failures 

where there is not enough time to obtain a tree permit through the normal process.  

c. Anyone who removes or prunes a regulated tree on an emergency basis is required to apply to 

the ASC for a retroactive Tree Removal Permit within 7 days of removing the tree. 

Photographs or other documentation (such as a report by a certified, practicing arborist) must 

be included in the application packet to prove that an emergency existed.  

d. If the ASC agrees, given the evidence, that an emergency did exist requiring the immediate 

removal of the tree in question, a retroactive Tree Removal and Replanting Permit will be 

issued. 

e. If the ASC finds that no emergency existed and there was sufficient time to obtain the 

removal permit, the removal will be considered a violation of the Tree Removal, Retention 

and Replacement Policy and the property owner may be required to replace the tree and may 

be eligible for a fine. 

f. If a large branch falls off of a tree, it may be considered a pruning emergency, but if the rest 

of the tree is still standing solidly it is not considered a tree removal emergency.  The pruning 

of the dangerous branch can be managed in the same manner as a hazardous tree. 

 

3. TREE REMOVAL REQUESTS ACCOMPANYING NEW CONSTRUCTION 

APPLICATIONS 

a. If a tree is within ten (10) feet of the proposed foundation of the house, it may be removed. 

However, a minimum of fifteen (15) new or existing trees must remain on the lot and be 

indicated on the Landscape Plan. 

b. Significant trees more than ten (10) feet from the proposed foundation of the house must be 

retained.  



   
 

   
 

c. Non-significant trees far enough from the proposed dwelling to be undamaged during the 

construction process may be approved for removal on a case-by-case basis. Replacement 

trees and other mitigating measures may be required at the discretion of the ASC.  

d. Tree removal requests must be submitted to the ASC prior to any action taken. Requests must 

include a completed tree evaluation form, picture(s) of the tree(s) and a description of the 

location. 

e. Tree(s) requested for removal must be marked with green ribbon or tape. 

 

4. TREE REMOVAL REQUESTS ON DEVELOPED LOTS WITH AN EXISTING HOME 

a. The ASC recommends that an owner consider non-removal of trees within the setback areas 

of a developed unless trees are within 10 feet of the house. 

b. There must be a minimum of fifteen (15) new or existing trees on the lot and be indicated on 

the Landscape Plan.  

c. A tree may be approved for removal if the area is overcrowded with trees (not enough room 

for all trees to grow to maturity), or if the tree in question is limiting the growth and 

development of a more significant or desirable tree. 

d. These guidelines recognize the need to remove or replace diseased, dead, dangerous, or fallen 

trees from time to time. Unless there are mitigating circumstances, these trees will need to be 

replaced with trees sized as stated in item 5 below.  

e. Tree removal requests must be submitted to the ASC prior to any action taken. Requests must 

include a filled-out TREE EVALUATION FORM and include picture(s) of the tree(s) and a 

description of the location. 

f. Tree(s) requested for removal must be marked with green ribbon or tape.                  

       

5. TREE REMOVAL REQUESTS ON UNDEVELOPED LOTS  

a. If the removal of trees is the only proposed lot improvement on an undeveloped lot a tree 

removal request is required. 

b. Removal of healthy trees within the setback areas is prohibited by the ASC. 

c. If the removal of trees is not the only proposed lot improvement on an undeveloped lot, a 

landscape plan must be submitted for review. Tree removal requests will be reviewed in 

conjunction with a landscaping plan. These guidelines recognize the need to remove or 

replace diseased, dead, dangerous, or fallen trees from time to time.    

d. The criteria for tree removal must include one of the following conditions: Dead, Diseased, 

Dangerous, or Fallen.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

6. ARBORIST REPORT The ASC, in some cases, may require an owner to provide a certified 

Arborist report to confirm the health and status of a tree. The Arborist report fee shall be paid by 

the property owner. The ASC requires its Tree Evaluation Form be used. 

 

7. WHEN THE ASC REQUIRES A REPLACEMENT TREE    

a. Requests for removal of a tree may require replacement by one or more trees such as 

evergreen conifers and/or deciduous trees. Replacement trees shall be preferably a native 

variety, zone tolerant, and must be preapproved by the ASC. Replacement trees shall be a 

minimum of six (6) feet tall at planted ground level.  

b. If there is not adequate room for a replacement tree, or if the lot meets the minimum 

requirement of 15 trees, replacement trees may not be necessary.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

7. WHEN THE ASC RECOMMENDS or REQUIRES REMOVAL OF A TREE. From time to 

time, the ASC may notify a property owner in writing that trees on his/her property may pose a 

safety hazard to adjacent properties and/or to the public, and that the hazardous trees should be 

removed at the property owner's expense. Failure to maintain a property in a safe condition at all 



   
 

   
 

times, may result in personal liability and fines. The SRA/ASC does not have a duty or 

responsibility to inspect and/or maintain private property and does not assume any liability for the 

condition of privately-owned property. 

8. INSPECTION REQUESTS. All inspections will be conducted twice per month. Inspections are 

scheduled at ASC meetings. Tree inspection requests must be received at least three days prior to 

any ASC meeting. Inspections usually take place within 7 days of the ASC meeting. A tree 

removal request must include the reason why the tree is being requested for removal, the location 

and species of tree and photographs of the tree(s) and a completed Tree Evaluation Form. The 

tree must be physically identified on site with green ribbon or tape.  Contact the ASC office for 

more information at (360) 371-7796. Note: Every effort will be made by the ASC to complete 

emergency inspections in a timely manner. Unauthorized removal of trees may result in a fine.  


